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INTRODUCTION 

This winter was notable for its lack of snow cover and above-normal 
temperatures, which allowed a large variety of species to remain in the state for at 
least the first half of the period. Notable among these species were waterfowl and 
native sparrows, but additional observations tended to confirm the mildness of the 
winter: Blue-winged Teal lingering into Dec, Sandhill Cranes wintering again in 
central Nebraska, a record early egg date for Great Homed Owl, a Sandhills mid¬ 
winter Loggerhead Shrike, and wintering Green-tailed Towhee and Dickcissel. 

The most significant event was the Common Redpoll invasion; these birds 
were reported statewide in sizeable flocks. Other notable events were the continued 
presence in Scotts Bluff Co of the Steller’s Jays and Mountain Chickadees that 
arrived in fall, an echo of last winter’s amazing Snowy Owl invasion, higher than 
expected numbers of adult Golden Eagles and Prairie Falcons eastward, a large 
feeder group of Pinyon Jays in the west, and a mind-boggling 250,444 European 
Starlings on the North Platte CBC. 

Exotic waterfowl are much-maligned by listers, but it behooves us to keep 
track of what might be future residents; in this category were Mandarin Duck and 
Ruddy Shelduck, both of which had an interesting story to tell. 

There was a good collection of rarities reported, some at the subspecies 
level. Notable was Hoary Redpoll, expected with the huge number of Common 
Redpolls in the state, but others included a “Black” Brant, Glaucous-winged Gull, 
Hairy Woodpecker of the Rocky Mountains subspecies, Bewick’s Wren, two Varied 
Thrushes, a Yellow-rumped (Audubon’s) Warbler, Black Rosy-Finch, and Pine 
Grosbeak. 

An interesting observation at the intersection of agriculture and ornithology 
was the unusual absence of pigeons and doves at a Fremont elevator that had taken in 
over 400,000 bushels of high-aflatoxin com. 

A final note regarding a convention used in the Winter Report. As regular 
readers will know, “winter” as considered here is not defined by the calendar, but by 
the movements of each species being considered. For example, a Baltimore Oriole 
absent from the state between migration periods would be considered a “winter 
visitor” if it appeared between approximately 15 Sep and 20 Apr, whereas a 
Lincoln’s Sparrow would only be so considered between approximately 20 Dec and 
20 Feb. 


ABBREVIATIONS 
ad: adult 

ADF: Arbor Day Farm, Nebraska City 
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BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co 
CBC: Christmas Bird Count 
Cem: Cemetery 
CL: Carter L, Omaha 
fern: female 

FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 
HCR: Harlan Co Res., Republican City 
HL: Holmes L, Lincoln 
imm: immature 
juv: juvenile 

ICSP: Indian Cave SP, Nemaha/Richardson Cos 

LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co 

LO: L Ogallala, Keith Co 

m.ob.: many observers 

NWR: National Wildlife Refuge 

NNF: Nebraska National Forest 

Res: Reservoir 

SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 

SP: State Park 

OBSERVERS 

AC: Anton Curtis, Grand Island 

AD: Ann Duey, Scottsbluff 

AF: Amy Fitz, Torrington, WY 

AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering 

AP: Andrew Pierson, Gering 

ARu: Alice Rumery, Kearney 

B&DW: Bruce & Donna Walgren, Casper, WY 

BF: Bill Fink, Longmont, CO 

BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City 

BG: Betty Grenon, Bellevue 

BM: Bruce Mellberg, Lincoln 

BP: Bhalchandra Pujari, Lincoln 

BV: Becky Van De Bogart, Cambridge 

BW: Ben Wheeler, Ord 

CC: Charlotte Croshaw, Fremont 

CF: Chris Fagyal, Lenexa, KS 

CH: Connie Hoffman, Dalton 

CM: Connie McCartney, Grand Island 

CMc: Connie McKinney, Scottsbluff 

CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue 

D&JP: Don and Jan Paseka, Ames 

DC: Deb Copple, Hubbard 

DE: Dave Ely, Salem, MA 

DH: Dave Heidt, Norfolk 

DL: Dan Leger, Lincoln 
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DN: Del Nelson, Ogallala 

EA: Edward Allen, Lincoln 

EB: Elliott Bedows, Bellevue 

EBa: Elaine Bachel, Lincoln 

G&WH: Glen & Wanda Hoge, Alma 

GJ: Gail Johnson, Warminster, PA 

GP: Greg Pella, Lincoln 

GR: Gary Roberts, Fremont 

GW: Gabe Walker, Ogallala 

GWo: Gertrude Wood, York 

JB: Jay Belsan, Ogallala 

JBa: Jo Bartikoski, Lincoln 

JBe: Jim Bernt, Columbus 

JC: John Carlini, Lincoln 

JED: James E. Ducey, Lincoln 

JG: Joe Gubanyi, Seward 

JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln 

JGr: Jonas Grundman, Omaha 

JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield 

JJe: Jane Jensen, Omaha 

JLC: Jill Liske-Clark, Grand Island 

JLL: Jeanine L. Lackey, Doniphan 

JM: Jeanne Miller, Bennington 

JP: Jim Petersen, North Platte 

JR: Justin Rink, Omaha 

JT: Jerry Toll, Omaha 

JV: Justin Vandersnick, Lincoln 

KC: Kelly Clarke, Omaha 

KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell 

KG: Karen Gadberry, Seward 

KSt: Ken Strey, Gering 

KSv: Kayla Svoboda, Norfolk 

L&BP: Loren & Babs Padelford, Bellevue 

LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln 

LF: Larry Falk, Nebraska City 

LG: Lynnette Gibson, Grand Island 

LJ: Linda Jones, Lewellen 

LR: Lanny Randolph, Kearney 

LRB: Linda R. Brown, Lincoln 

MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton 

MC: Mary Clausen, Omaha 

MG: Matt Gearheart, Shawnee, KS 

ML: Matt Lucas, Crawford 

MN: Marsha Nyffeler, Columbus 

MP: Myron Peterson, Eden Prairie, MN 

MS: Marie Smith, Scottsbluff; 

MUs: Moni Usasz, Lincoln 
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MW: Michael Willison, Lincoln 

MWa: Matt Walker, Brady 

PD: Paul Dunbar, Hastings 

PH: Paula Hoppe, Colon 

PSa: Phyllis Salyards, Hastings 

R&SW: Ron & Susan Whitney, Lincoln 

RaS: Randy Stutheit, Lincoln 

RB: Ron Boemer, North Platte 

RE: Rick Eades, Lincoln 

RH: Robin Harding, Kearney 

RL: Ruth Lear, Madison 

RS: Rick Schmid, Omaha 

RSt: Ruth Steams, Lincoln 

SB: Scott Buss, Norfolk 

SJD: Stephen J. Dinsmore, Ames, IA 

SM: Steve Morris, Grand Island 

SMa: Sam Manning, Omaha 

SMc: Sara McClure, Omaha 

SQ: Sally Quinn, Nebraska City 

SSc: Shari Schwartz, Lincoln 

TCG: T. C. Gannon, Lincoln 

TEL: Thomas E. Labedz, Lincoln 

TH: Tim Hajda, Broken Bow 

TL: Tom Lynch, Lincoln 

TJW: T.J. Walker, Brady 

VC: Virginia Clark, North Platte 

WF: William Flack, Madison 

WM: Wayne Mollhoff, Ashland 

WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA 

SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Greater White-fronted Goose: Generally few occur in mid-winter, but this winter 
there were low numbers or singles at a surprising 11 mostly eastern locations 
(m. ob.). Rare in the west, especially in winter, the 5 on the Scottsbluff CBC 
15 Dec was a count high there (fide AK); likely one of these lingered until at 
least 28 Jan at Scottsbluff SL (KD). Rather large flocks for the early dates 
were the 250 at Hastings 9 Feb (LR, RH) and 200 in Otoe Co 10 Feb (JGJ). 
Snow Goose: Fewer were reported through mid-winter than for the previous species. 
Earliest arrival of significant numbers was the 1000 at Hastings 9 Feb (LR, 
RH). 

Ross’s Goose: Occurrence is tied to that of Snow Goose flocks, with best counts 
from west-central Nebraska; mid-winter reports in Lincoln Co are “not 
uncommon” and are usually of singles or small numbers with resident Canada 
Geese (TJW). The ratio of numbers of this species to numbers of Snow 
Goose in Lincoln Co was estimated to be 1:20 (TJW); 225 were counted 3 Feb 
(TJW). The 50 near Roscoe 29 Jan (DN) were likely early migrants. Rare 
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mid-winter reports were of singles at North Platte SL 10 Jan (TJW), easterly 
birds at Carter L, Omaha, 13-31 Jan (JR, GR, EA) and in Jefferson Co 19 Jan 
(JGJ), and one at HCR 27 Jan (G&WH). 

Brant: A “Black” Brant (.Branta bernicla nigricans ) at Hastings 2-3 Feb (PD, MB et 
al.) was only the 7th documented spring record, and possibly the same bird 
that was there 2 years previously. The 5 other records are of the eastern 
subspecies B. b. bernicla. 

Cackling Goose: Not uncommon in winter, most occur in central and western 
Nebraska, and so 10-24 at CL 10-13 Jan (JGr, JR) and 70 in southeast 
Washington Co 12 Jan (CNK) were easterly. CBC count highs of 261 at 
BOL-Seward 16 Dec (fide JG) and 62 at Calamus-Loup 31 Dec (fide DH) 
suggested numbers were indeed higher than usual eastward. Four birds 
among “hundreds” near North Platte 6 Feb had “dark breasts with purplish 
brown sheen”, possibly the Alaskan subspecies Branta hutchinsii minima 
(TJW); there is one prior Nebraska report of possible B. h. minima: 12 birds in 
Sarpy Co 28 Feb 2004. 

Canada Goose: Largest numbers are in western Nebraska in winter; this winter 
21,973 were on the North Platte CBC 15 Dec (fide TJW), and 11,953 on the 
Scottsbluff CBC 15 Dec (fide AK). Best eastern count was the 8500 at CL 3 
Feb (JR). 

Ruddy Shelduck: One at Fremont Lakes SRA, Dodge Co, 14-16 Feb (CC) was the 
second reported for Nebraska; both are presumed to be escaped or released 
birds, although curiously, both appeared in mid-Feb. 

Trumpeter Swan: As is typical of recent winters, reports were statewide; best 
counts were the 58 on Calamus Res 24 Dec (DH) and 45 at the Highway 61 
crossing of the Niobrara R, Cherry Co, 11 Dec (WF). 

Tundra Swan: The only report was of 15 flying over 1CSP 18 Feb, identified by size 
and calls (LF, SQ). These Tundras are earliest on record by about a week. 

Mandarin Duck: An unbanded and otherwise unmarked male appeared at Pier Park, 
Grand Island, 15 Dec (SM); it was in high plumage and seen and 
photographed through 3 Feb (WRS, BP, DL, LG photo). Although its 
provenance is unknown, it is likely the same male that was at Pier Park last 
winter; there is a stable 20-year-old breeding population in Pueblo, CO 
(DE). Pier Park hosts a surprising number of wintering Wood Ducks, but 
none appeared to be fern Mandarins (WRS). 

Wood Duck: This species usually winters in small numbers if at all, and so rather 
amazing were the 46 on the Grand Island CBC 15 Dec (fide CM); several of 
these overwintered, with 21 there 27 Jan (WRS) and still 10 on 3 Feb (BP). 
The only other mid-winter reports were of 2 in Cass Co 20 Jan (JR) and 2 at 
Lakeside Park, Omaha, 12,27, and 30 Dec (JR, BP, JGr). 

Gadwall: Mid-winter reports (9 Jan-5 Feb for this species) are few but increasing; 
there were 6 reports of 63 birds at 6 locations statewide (m. ob.), including 35 
at North Platte SL 10 Jan (TJW). Wintering birds have been found in the 
North Platte area since 2002 (TJW). 

American Wigeon: Mid-winter reports are uncommon; 8 were in Cass Co 16 Jan 
(CNK) and 45 were at Scottsbluff SL 28 Jan (KD). Wintering may be regular 
at the latter location. 
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American Black Duck: There have been few reports in recent years, although 
tedious searches of wintering Mallard flocks in the east might yield more. 
Two were reported: one in Knox Co 1 Dec (MB) and another in Cass Co 19 
Jan (L&BP). 

Mallard: Best tallies were from CBCs: 47,000 at LM 29 Dec (fide SJD) and a count 
high of 22,074 at North Platte 15 Dec (fide TJW). Highest Dec counts are 
73,000+. 

Blue-winged Teal: There are only 2 prior mid-winter records and 4 additional Dec 
records, thus significant were two this Dec on CBCs: a surprising 12 birds at 
North Platte 15 Dec (fide TJW) and one at Ames 18 Dec (fide D&JP). 

Northern Shoveler: Last winter (2011-2012) a major surprise was the 200 or so that 
wintered at CL; this winter an even more impressive 400 were there 13 Jan 
(JR) and 250 on 3 Feb (JR). Until these last 2 winters the only regular 
wintering was in the North Platte River Valley, whereas this winter 11 were at 
Scottsbluff SL 28 Jan (KD). There are a few prior scattered mid-winter 
records, with additional reports this winter of one at North Platte SL 10 Jan 
(TJW), and 1-2 at HL 12 and 30 Jan (DL, LE). Two at BOL 9 Feb (MW) 
were likely early arrivals. 

Northern Pintail: First push of migrants reported was on the early side, with 100 at 
BOL 9 Feb (MW). 

Green-winged Teal: Reports were routine for this locally uncommon winter visitor 
and common migrant. 

Canvasback: CL hosted 38 as late as 13 Jan (JR); no others were reported there until 
55 arrived 11 Feb (JR). One in Sarpy Co 9 Jan (LE) was tardy, as were 2 at 
HL 12 Jan (DL). One at HL 30 Jan (LE) was an unexpected mid-winter 
report, as were the 5 at the eastern edge of Lincoln 3 Feb (JGJ). 

Redhead: Mid-winter reports (13-31 Jan for this species) are uncommon; sightings 
of one at Alma SL 27 Jan (G&WH), 5 at Scottsbluff SL 28 Jan (KD), and one 
at HL 30 Jan (LE) may have in fact been early spring arrivals. Spring arrival 
was indeed early; 19 were at BOL 1 Feb (LE), 6 were on the eastern edge of 
Lincoln 3 Feb (JGJ), and 20 were at CL 3 Feb (JR). 

Ring-necked Duck: As with Redhead, there is a very short mid-late Jan window 
when reports are unexpected. Lingerers were reported through 19 Jan, 2 in 
Cass Co (L&BP), and early migrants appeared at the eastern edge of Lincoln 3 
Feb (20, JGJ) and at CL the same day (65, JR). “Mid-winter” reports, perhaps 
early migrants, were 2 at Alma SL 25 Jan (G&WH) and 2 at Scottsbluff SL 28 
Jan (KD). 

Greater Scaup: Lingerers were at CL through 13 Jan (JR) and Alma SL through 18 
Jan (2, G&WH); one of the latter birds may have wintered, as one was present 
there 27 Jan (G&WH). Spring arrival was rather early, as with other common 
divers, on 3 Feb, with 2 on the eastern edge of Lincoln (JGJ) and 2 at CL (JR). 

Lesser Scaup: Following the pattern of the other common divers, 10 lingered at CL 
until 13 Jan (JR), and returnees were rather early with 10 at CL 3 Feb (JR) and 
4 at the eastern edge of Lincoln (JGJ) the same day. Mid-winter reports were 
of 2 at Scottsbluff SL 28 Jan (KD) and 2 at Alma SL 29 Jan (G&WH); both 
sightings may also have been of early migrants. 
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White-winged Scoter: After a good fall showing of 7, the only report for this period 
was of one at LO 6 Dec (RS, BG). 

Long-tailed Duck: The only reports were of singles on the LM CBC 29 Dec (fide 
SJD) and at Alma SL 21 Jan (G&WH). Only casual in mid-winter, most of 
the 35 Nebraska reports are from central Nebraska. 

Bufflehead: One at Scottsbluff SL 28 Jan (KD) was a rare mid-winter report or 
possibly an early migrant, while one at BOL 6 Feb (LE) was an early migrant. 

Common Goldeneye: Reports were routine for this locally common winter visitor. 

Barrow’s Goldeneye: This species occurs most winters in the North Platte River 
Valley; a fern was at Scottsbluff SL 19 Feb (PD). 

Hooded Merganser: Up to 20 (2 Feb; DL) may have wintered at CL, although none 
were reported 14 Jan-2 Feb. Two at BOL 1 Feb (LE) were likely early 
migrants. 

Common Merganser: Best tally was a moderate 3850 in Lancaster Co 16 Feb (LE), 
still a good eastern count; high winter counts are from larger westerly 
reservoirs and are 15,000+. 

Red-breasted Merganser: Few were reported, best count 8 at BOL 14 Dec (LE) and 
last reported a single at LO 30 Dec (LE). This species is only casual in 
occurrence in mid-winter. 

Ruddy Duck: The only overwintering birds were at CL, where up to 7 were reported 
through the period, including mid-winter dates of 14 and 21 Jan and 3 Feb 
(JR, GR); no spring influx was noted there through the period, and 3 remained 
20 Feb (JR). One in Saline Co 13 Feb (LE) was likely an early migrant. 

Northern Bobwhite: Reports were uniformly pessimistic: “only 31” on the 
Calamus-Loup CBC 31 Dec (DH), “none for the season” by an active 
Lancaster Co observer (LE), “increasingly difficult to find” with only 6 in 
Otoe Co 21 Jan (JGJ), and only 3 compared to the usual 40 on the BOL- 
Seward CBC 16 Dec (JG). 

Gray Partridge: The only report was of 12 at Cunningham L, Omaha, 5 Jan (JJe), a 
most unexpected location; the birds were likely released there. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Reports were routine for this locally common statewide 
resident. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Reports were “almost routine”, but noteworthy was the zero 
count on the Calamus-Loup CBC 31 Dec (fide DH); this count usually reports 
good numbers. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: Best single flock tally was the 79 near Brady 15 Feb 
(TJW); flocks in the 100-bird range are rarely reported. 

Wild Turkey: This species is ubiquitous and numerous in Nebraska, with amazing 
CBC tallies from Calamus-Loup of 524 on 31 Dec (fide DH) and 407 at 
Crawford 22 Dec (B&DW). The Calamus-Loup count is the CBC all-time 
high for a Nebraska CBC. 

Common Loon: Last migrants were 3 tardy birds at BOL 8 Dec (JGJ); latest dates 
are in mid-Dec. 

Pied-billed Grebe: Most surprising were the 1-3 that wintered at CL (JR, JED, GR, 
SMa, EA), the first confirmed overwintering in the east; there are a few 
overwintering records from the North Platte River Valley. Other than these 
records, there were only 2 previous reports 7 Jan-18 Feb, but there were 3 this 
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winter: singles on Salt Creek, Lincoln, 1 Feb (LE), and at BOL 9 Feb (GR) 
and 17 Feb (SMa), the latter two reports likely of the same bird. 

Horned Grebe: Stragglers included 3 at Sutherland Res, Lincoln Co, 31 Dec (LE), 2 
at LM 29 Dec (SJD), and 1-3 at BOL 3-16 Dec (JG, JGJ, LE). There are only 
6 reports in all for Jan. 

Red-necked Grebe: Remarkable, but not unprecedented in recent winters, were the 
3 juvs at LM 29 Dec (SJD, WRS). There are now 7 reports from LM of up to 
3 birds, mostly juveniles, in the period 21 Dec-4 Jan. 

Eared Grebe: Last reported was one in Lancaster Co 7 Dec (LE); latest dates are in 
mid-Dec. 

Western Grebe: There were a moderate 255 reported on the LM CBC 29 Dec (fide 
SJD), but most had departed as winter progressed; only one was found there 
16 Feb (JGJ), one of only 6 Feb records in all. 

Clark’s Grebe: One on the LM CBC 29 Dec (SJD) was about the 7th-latest on 
record. 

Double-crested Cormorant: An immature wintered at Hiatt Memorial Wetlands, 
North Platte, (TJW, RB photo, JP). Most reports of wintering are from the 
cooling pond at Sutherland Res, Lincoln Co, where there have been 10 such 
reports; this winter’s report is only the 4th away from there. There are 4 
scattered additional Jan reports and one for Feb. 

American White Pelican: Of the 4 singles reported on CBCs, only one appeared to 
have survived the winter, that at LM (TH, AF). Spring arrival was record 
early, with “scores” at HCR 12 Feb (WF) and 300 there by 16 Feb (JGJ). 
Interesting was a dead bird found on the Calamus-Loup CBC 31 Dec that had 
been banded as a flightless juv at Medina, ND, 8 Jul 1999 (WM). 

Great Blue Heron: Wintering occurs regularly in the North Platte River Valley; 12 
were at Sutherland Res, Lincoln Co, 6 Jan (PD). Elsewhere lingering singles 
were at BOL 7 Jan (LE) and in Cass Co 3 Jan (CNK). 

Bald Eagle: High count at a single location is 284 at Kingsley Dam, LM, and so the 
240 at HCR 17 Feb (PD) was an excellent tally, 4th best overall. 

Northern Harrier: Reports were routine for this uncommon statewide winter 
visitor. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Reports were routine for this uncommon statewide winter 
visitor. 

Cooper’s Hawk: Reports were routine for this uncommon statewide winter visitor. 

Northern Goshawk: More than usual were reported, a total of 4 birds. An imm was 
in Burt Co 2 Dec (TJW), 2 were on the Norfolk CBC 22 Dec (fide DH), and a 
well-described ad (GW) was on the LM CBC 29 Dec (fide SJD). 

Red-shouldered Hawk: The 3 reports were encouraging for this marginal southeast 
Nebraska breeder; singles were near Bellevue 1 Feb (GJ) and at Olive Creek 
Res, Lancaster Co, 8 Feb (SSc), and 2 together were in Thurston Co in good 
breeding habitat 23 Feb (BFH). 

Red-tailed Hawk: Good ratios of hawks per mile were the 48 in 65 miles in 
Washington and Burt Cos 13 Jan, including 6 dark birds (JT), and 31 in 67 
miles in Dodge Co 6 Jan (D&JP). 

Ferruginous Hawk: Reports were routine for this uncommon western winter 
resident. 
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Rough-legged Hawk: Reports were routine for this fairly common winter visitor. 

Golden Eagle: This winter saw a major movement eastward, including a surprising 
number of ads; most easterly reports are of imms. No fewer than 3 ads 
reached the eastern edge of the state: one in Dodge Co 11 Dec (D&JP, GR), 
another in Otoe Co 18 Jan (SQ), and a third in Washington Co 3 Feb (MW). 
Even in westerly North Platte, the 3+ reported constituted an “irruption” 
(TJW). Single ads were in Harlan Co 25 Jan (G&WH) and Knox Co 9 Dec 
(MB), and an imm was in Custer Co 1 Jan (TH). A correction: 2 on the 2011 
Ponca SP CBC were ascribed by me to Jan Johnson (JJ), but were not in fact 
seen by her. 

Virginia Rail: The only reports were of singles in the North Platte River Valley (fide 
SJD, AD), where the species is a regular winterer. 

American Coot: This species will overwinter as long as open water remains; as 
many as 15 wintered at CL (JR), and mid-winter reports were of 4 in Jefferson 
Co 19 Jan (JGJ), 9 at Scottsbluff SL 28 Jan (KD), and 3 in Lincoln 3 Feb 
(JGJ). 

Sandhill Crane: For the second consecutive year, between 200 and 1000 wintered in 
the Grand Island-Doniphan area (JLL, LR, RH, WRS, TJW); arrival was 
noted in the area 10 Feb, when numbers around Doniphan “increased 
dramatically” (JLL). At least 1700 had arrived in Lincoln Co by 28 Feb 
(TJW). 

Killdeer: This species winters in the North Platte River Valley in small numbers. 
Nine were at LO 6 Jan (PD), one was reported there 17 Feb (MW), as many as 
14 wintered at various Lincoln Co locations (TJW), and 2 were in Scotts Bluff 
Co 27 Jan (AF). More unusual were singles in Lancaster Co 1 Feb (LE) and 
17-18 Feb (JV, TCG). 

Greater Yellowlegs: Surprisingly, this winter 3 were in Knox Co 2 Dec (MB), one 
remaining until 5 Dec (RS, BG). There are only 6 prior records for Dec and 3 
for Jan. 

Wilson’s Snipe: The 31 on the LM CBC 29 Dec (fide SJD) was an impressive tally. 

Black-legged Kittiwake: None were reported for the period; last dates are during the 
first week of Dec. 

Bonaparte’s Gull: Stragglers were 1-3 at LM 29-30 Dec (fide SJD, LE). There are 
several reports into Jan, almost all at LM. 

Franklin’s Gull: Last for fall was one at BOL 21-23 Dec (LE),one of 22 reports in 
the period 2 Dec-21 Feb. Arrival is in mid-late Feb; 27 flew over Douglas Co 
17 Feb (SMc). 

Mew Gull: LM is a regular site for this rare species in late fall-early winter, with 10 
of the 18 overall fall records to date from there; up to 3 ads were there 28 
Dec-6 Jan (SJD, SMa, PD). An ad at HCR 17 Feb (PD) was only the 4th 
spring record away from LM. 

Ring-billed Gull: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide winter 
visitor. 

California Gull: Numbers were lower than usual; only about 7 were reported, all 
ads, 5 at Sutherland Res 28 Dec (SJD) and 1-2 at LM 28-30 Dec (SJD, LE). 
Few actually overwinter, most departing by the end of Dec. 
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Herring Gull: The 332 at Sutherland Res 28 Dec (SJD) was a good count; high 
counts are 416-540. 

Thayer’s Gull: This was a typical winter for this species, with reports of about 9 
birds at 6 locations statewide (m.ob.). Away from LM and Sutherland Res 
reports are few; an ad at BOL 6-16 Feb (LE, MW photo, m.ob.) may have 
moved to Oak L, Lincoln, where an ad was present 17-18 Feb (SMa, m.ob.). 
An ad and a juv were at HCR 17 Feb (PD), and a juv was at Johnson L, 
Gosper/Dawson Cos, 17 Feb (PD). 

Iceland Gull: The only report was of a juv at LM 1 Feb (PD, details). This is the 
23rd record for Nebraska; all but 3 are in late fall and winter. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: This species has become a regular, albeit rare, migrant 
in recent years, with only 4 mid-winter (4 Jan-11 Feb) records. This year, 
however, an ad was at LM 6 Jan (TH, PD), and no fewer than 5 were there 1 
Feb, including 2 ads, one 3rd-year, and one lst-year (PD). There were no 
reports 6 Jan-1 Feb from LM, but it seems likely at least one bird may have 
wintered. Fall reports were of a juv at Sutherland Res 28 Dec (SJD), and up 
to 3 at LM 28-31 Dec (SJD, MG, CF, SMa, LE). Reports increased during 
Feb as expected for spring migrants: an ad was at Oak L, Lincoln, 15-22 Feb 
(RSt, m.ob.), a lst-year was at HCR 16 Feb (JGJ) and an ad was there the next 
day (PD). 

Glaucous-winged Gull: Nebraska’s third documented record was of a third-winter 
ad at LO 16-23 Feb (JGJ photo, m. ob.). The previous two records were also 
in the LM area in Dec and Apr. 

Glaucous Gull: Oddly, none were reported until Feb; this species is a locally 
uncommon winter visitor. Only about 5 were reported in all, 3 of those, all 
juvs, at LM 1 Feb (PD). There was a group of mid-Feb reports, suggestive of 
migrants: singles were at LM 17-18 Feb (MW, PD), an ad and an imm 
appeared sporadically at Capitol Beach L and Oak L in Lincoln 10-18 Feb 
(JGJ, LE, m.ob.) and a juv was at HCR 17 Feb (PD). 

Rock Pigeon: Reports were routine for this locally abundant statewide resident. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: An all-time CBC count high for Nebraska was the 496 at 
Grand Island 15 Dec (fide CM). Of interest for a Sandhills CBC was the 
count-high 75 at Calamus-Loup 31 Dec (fide DH). 

White-winged Dove: Two of only 11 records for the period 11 Oct-19 Mar were of 
singles in Omaha 25 Dec (MC) and Grand Island 21 Feb (AC). 

Mourning Dove: Reports were generally as expected, although noteworthy were 6 
northerly for the date on the Norfolk CBC 22 Dec (JJ) and a good CBC tally 
of 208 at Lincoln 15 Dec (fide LRB); highest CBC count is 495, also at 
Lincoln. 

Eastern Screech-Owl: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide 
resident. 

Great Horned Owl: A nest found to hold an egg after an ad was flushed 18 Jan near 
North Platte (TJW) may be earliest egg date on record for Nebraska; the only 
other Jan record is also from North Platte, in 2008 (TJW). Previous data 
suggest egg dates and/or incubation beginning in mid to late Feb. 

Snowy Owl: After the huge invasion in winter 2011-2012, there was a surprisingly 
strong “echo” invasion this winter. There were 5 reported in fall, and during 
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the winter period there were at least 11 more, for a total through 28 Feb of at 
least 16. Reports were of a fem near Valley 5-7 Dec (JC, SSc, JGJ); a fem 
near Grand Island 11 Dec (JLC); an ad fem near Harrison 17-23 Dec (AD, KD 
photo); a road-killed bird near L Wanahoo, Saunders Co, 20 Dec (fide JGJ); 
one in western Douglas Co, possibly the Valley bird, 20 Dec (fide JGJ); one 
near Bellwood 29 Dec (fide JGJ); probably one bird in Colfax Co reported 3 
and 4 Jan, 4 miles apart (TJW); one near Hastings 12 Jan (PD); one near 
Hallam 2 Feb (fide JGJ); one near Dannebrog 6 Feb (JGJ); one near Doniphan 
13 Feb (JLL); and a fem north of L Wanahoo, Saunders Co, 19-20 Feb (PH, 
m.ob.). 

Barred Owl: One in Saline Co 13 Feb (LE) was westerly; there is a population in 
the Big Blue River Valley. 

Long-eared Owl: Reports were routine for this uncommon statewide winter visitor. 

Short-eared Owl: Reports were routine for this nomadic uncommon statewide 
winter visitor. 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: The only reports of this uncommon winter visitor were 
from opposite ends of the state; singles were on the DeSoto NWR CBC 29 
Dec (fide JT) and northwest of Crawford 28 Feb (ML fide WM). 

Belted Kingfisher: The 9 on the Scottsbluff CBC 15 Dec (fide AK) was a good 
tally. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: All reports were from the southeast, where the species 
winters most years; best count was 19 at ICSP 17 Jan (RSt). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: One at a feeder at LM 24 Dec (JB) was westerly, 
although numbers are increasing in that area. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: As with Red-headed Woodpecker, reports from the 
southeast were widespread, but as well included a few reports from areas 
north and west where the species is unexpected in mid-winter. An imm was 
in Hooker Co 10 Dec (WF); a juv first seen at a LM feeder in Nov continued 
through 24 Dec and was joined that day by an ad (JB) with the ad counted on 
the LM CBC 29 Dec (SJD, WRS); one was in Cambridge 30 Dec (BV fide 
JGJ); 2 were on the Calamus-Loup CBC 31 Dec (fide DH, D&JP); and one 
was in North Platte 6-10 Jan (TH, JJ). The 6 on the BOL-Seward CBC 16 
Dec (fide JG) was a count high. 

Downy Woodpecker: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

Hairy Woodpecker: Birds from the Rocky Mountains (subspecies Picoides villosus 
monticola ) occur in winter at lower elevations foothills and adjacent plains in 
eastern Colorado, but until this winter were undocumented in Nebraska. One 
was photographed in Scotts Bluff Co 1 Feb (KD), distinguished by the 
absence of white markings in the “shoulder” area. 

Northern Flicker: Reports were routine for this common statewide winter visitor. 

Pileated Woodpecker: Reports delineated the current range, with sightings from 
ICSP north to Washington Co (m.ob.). New sites included Brownville (GP 
fide WRS), and Riverview Park, Nebraska City (LF). The 5 on the Omaha 
CBC 15 Dec (fide BG) was a count high. 

American Kestrel: Reports were routine for this uncommon winter visitor. 

Merlin: Reports were routine for this uncommon winter visitor. 
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Peregrine Falcon: Most reports were from Omaha and Lincoln and nearby; no 
doubt these were resident breeders from those cities. Otherwise, this species 
is less than annual in winter, and so one in Buffalo Co 1 Dec (WF) and a juv 
in Dodge Co 7 Jan (GR) were good finds. 

Prairie Falcon: As with Golden Eagle, there was a strong eastward movement. At 
least 16 were reported from Seward Co eastward (m.ob.). 

Loggerhead Shrike: This species is rare in mid-winter but can be found most years 
in the extreme southeast; one well-described in Gage Co 8 Feb (SSc) may 
have been an early migrant, as early dates are mid-Feb. Rare away from the 
southeast between 1 Jan and mid-Feb, one was in Valley Co 15 Jan (BW), 
only the 7th such record. 

Northern Shrike: Good numbers were reported statewide, including a good single¬ 
person tally of 4 in Lancaster Co 1 Feb (LE). 



This Hairy Woodpecker is the first documented record of the Rocky Mountains subspecies 
Picoides villosus monticola for Nebraska; photographed by Kathy DeLara in Scotts Bluff 
County 1 Feb 2013. 


Steller’s Jay: The estimated 7-8 birds that arrived in Scotts Bluff Co in mid-Nov 
continued through the winter period. By 28 Feb there were an estimated 7 
individuals in the area (AK, MS, KSt, KD, PD). No additional birds or 
locations were reported. 

Blue Jay: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

Pinyon Jay: A remarkable report with a photo of no fewer than 84 Pinyon Jays was 
taken 17 Feb in a yard northwest of Dalton (CH). Six years ago this yard 
hosted a peak of 72, but in following years the number declined to 26 and then 
recovered to this year’s peak; Pinyon Jays are in the area year round (CH). 
No other reports were received. 

Black-billed Magpie: The largest flock reported for some time was the 50+ in Scotts 
Bluff Co 3 Dec (AP). 
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American Crow: The Calamus-Loup CBC reported 5223 on 31 Dec (fide DH); this 
circle holds the record at 9602. 

Horned Lark: Reports were routine for this abundant winter visitor. 

Black-capped Chickadee: Positive comments related to the continuing rebound in 
numbers included “a new yard record of 6” in Lincoln 8 Dec (RE), and 
“chickadees are back” on the Ames CBC 18 Dec (D&JP). 

Mountain Chickadee: As with Steller’s Jay, reports were confined to Scotts Bluff 
Co. Six were noted in Nov, and at least 8 were present at various feeders 
during the winter period (KD, AD, MS, SMa, PD); 8 were counted on the 
Scottsbluff CBC 15 Dec (fide AK). 

Tufted Titmouse: Sightings in Lincoln are noteworthy; the species has previously 
been rare there but appears to be increasing in numbers. An active observer’s 
only sighting for the period was one on 14 Dec (LE); “first ever in the yard” 
was noted 26 Dec (MUs); two were in a yard 3 Feb (RS); and one wintered at 
another feeder (TL). 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Reports were widespread in above average numbers, 
including counts of 6 at Pioneers Park, Lincoln, 4 Dec (JC, SSc) and at North 
Platte Cem 10 Jan (JJ). 



These Pinyon Jays were in the Hoffman yard northwest of Dalton in Morrill County 17 Feb. 
There were 84 birds in all. Photo by Connie Hoffman. 

White-breasted Nuthatch: Scottsbluff CBC had a count high there of 10 on 15 Dec 
(fide AK), while Crawford and Harrison had only 3 total (fide B&DW), 
suggestive of an effect of the extensive fire damage in the western Pine Ridge. 
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Observers should attempt to identify this species to subspecies by calls 
wherever possible in order to assess movements. 

Pygmy Nuthatch: Occasionally this species pops up in unexpected places, such as 
the 2 at a North Platte Cem 6 Jan-25 Feb (TH, photo, m.ob.); this is only the 
7th report away from northwest Nebraska. Apparently this species (and 
Brown-headed Nuthatch) will leave its home range following major 
disruptions such as fire or logging; the extensive fire damage in the western 
Pine Ridge may have caused the North Platte birds to move. 

Brown Creeper: Numbers were above the usual reported; the 18 on the BOL- 
Seward CBC 16 Dec was a count high there (fide JG) and 6 were at a North 
Platte Cem 10 Jan (TJW). The latter is a non-CBC record high count for this 
usually unobtrusive and solitary species. 

Carolina Wren: Higher numbers than in recent years were reported, led by an 
excellent Omaha CBC count high of 48 on 15 Dec (fide BG). DeSoto NWR 
CBC also reported a count high, 8, on 29 Dec (fide JT). Outliers were one at 
Ponca SP 4 Dec (RS, BG), one at Columbus 14-25 Jan (JBe fide JGJ), 2 in 
Grand Island 23-24 Feb (SM), one at Kearney 16 Jan (ARu), and one in 
Thayer Co 15Feb(WF). 

Bewick’s Wren: Most surprising for this rare species in Nebraska was one in a 
Scottsbluff yard for the local CBC 15 Dec (CMc photo; fide AK); strangely, 
one had appeared in the same yard in Jan 2009. There are only 5 reports 
suggestive of wintering attempts. 

Winter Wren: This species is rare in mid-winter, only found in southeast 
Nebraska. A possible winterer was at ADF 13 Feb (LF). 

Marsh Wren: Reports were routine for this local winterer, with most reports from 
the North Platte River Valley. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Mid-winter reports are usually restricted to the southeast; 
thus surprising were 10 on the northerly Calamus-Loup CBC 31 Dec (fide 
DH). Two were in North Platte 10 Jan (JJ). 

Eastern Bluebird: Mid-winter reports away from the southeast are unexpected; 5-7 
were at Lewellen 1-7 Jan (LJ). 

Mountain Bluebird: This species winters regularly in the cedar canyons of 
southeastern Lincoln Co; 100+ were there 19 Jan (TJW, MWa) and 60 on 1 
Feb (PD). 

Townsend’s Solitaire: Singles made it as far east as Ponca SP for the CBC 14 Dec 
(fide BFH) and Sarpy Co 7 Jan (CNK); such easterly reports are rare. 

Hermit Thrush: Although a fairly cold-tolerant species, the only mid-winter reports 
were from the southeast, where this species winters on occasion: singles were 
in Bellevue 14 Jan (L&BP) and in Sarpy Co 20 Jan (KC). 

American Robin: Reports were routine for this common winter visitor. 

Varied Thrush: There were two reports: one was in York 8 Dec (GWo, EBa) and a 
female was in Douglas Co 31 Dec-2 Jan (JR). These are the 14th and 15th 
records since 2005. 

Northern Mockingbird: This species is “half-hardy”, with almost no Feb reports; 
the 3 reports this winter were of one on the Lincoln CBC 15 Dec (PH, fide 
LRB), one that left Alma 21 Dec “with the first snow” (G&WH), and one that 
was a rare mid-winter sighting in Jefferson Co 19 Jan (JGJ). 
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Brown Thrasher: As with other Nebraska mimids, this species rarely winters in the 
state, and so the 4 reports were unexpected as to dates and locations. An 
apparently-injured bird survived at least until 16 Feb in Madison (RL), singles 
were on the LM CBC 29 Dec (fide SJD) and the Calamus-Loup CBC 31 Dec 
(fide DH), and one was in Johnson Co 15 Feb (JGJ). 

European Starling: A staggering 250,444 were counted on the North Platte CBC 15 
Dec (fide TJW), about double the previous high CBC for the state. 

American Pipit: A straggler in Lancaster Co 25 Dec (TEL) was the 7th report for 
Dec; 5 of the other 6 reports are not documented. 

Bohemian Waxwing: There are very few reports away from the Pine Ridge, those 
usually in incursion years; apparently the first such documented report not 
associated with an influx was of a single in Boyd Co 24 Feb (WF, details). 

Cedar Waxwing: Reports were routine for this common statewide winter visitor. 

Lapland Longspur: Huge aggregations occur in Feb prior to departure. This year, 
several flocks were estimated by an experienced observer to total 50,000 west 
of Seward 10 Feb (JG), and 7500 were in Dixon Co 12 Feb (JJ). There are 
two other estimates of 50,000 on record. 

Snow Bunting: Reports were more widespread than usual, with some good counts; 
DeSoto NWR CBC 29 Dec had 59 (fide JT), 32 were in Washington Co 29 
Dec (SQ), and 24 on 5 Jan (LE) was the peak count at BOL, where 4-24 were 
present 1-5 Jan (m. ob.). 

Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: Reports of small numbers were widespread 
through the mid-winter period. Up until 2007 there had been only 20 total 
Feb reports, but in 2007 there were 4 and in 2011 there were 5. Continuing 
this trend were the 5 received this winter: one in Richardson Co 15 Feb (JGJ), 
one at BOL 16 Feb (LE), one in Sarpy Co 17 Feb (CNK), 5-7 at HCR 17-19 
Feb (PD, G&WH), and one at LO 23 Feb (MB). 

Yellow-rumped (Audubon’s) Warbler: Nebraska’s first winter record was of one 
at LO 23 Feb (MB, photo). This is the only report for Nebraska between 1 
Nov and 11 Apr. 

Green-tailed Towhee: One in Scotts Bluff Co 5 Jan (PD) was only the 6th winter 
record and first since 1985. All previous winter records were of birds at 
feeders in the east. 

Spotted Towhee: Good numbers lingered in the southeast with 7 on the DeSoto 
NWR CBC 29 Dec (fide JT) and an Omaha CBC count high of 6 on 15 Dec 
(fide BG); one was rather late as far west as the Scottsbluff CBC 15 Dec (fide 
AK). No fewer than 15 were reported Jan-Feb (m. ob), more than usual for 
this rare winter visitor; all were in the southeast as expected. 

Eastern Towhee: The only report was of two on the DeSoto NWR CBC 29 Dec 
(fide JT). Wintering is less than annual for this species. 

American Tree Sparrow: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide winter 
visitor. 

Field Sparrow: Only the 24th record for Jan was one in Washington Co 2 Jan (JJ, 
details). There are fewer than 10 records for Feb. 

Savannah Sparrow: As with Field Sparrow, there are only about 10 scattered winter 
records for this species. This winter there were 4 reports of single birds from 
the same general area that was hosting a diverse group of wintering sparrows. 
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The 4 reports may have been of a single individual: 26 Dec in Washington Co 
(JT); 29 Dec on the DeSoto NWR CBC (JT), a count first there; 28 Jan at 
Boyer Chute NWR, Washington Co (SSc, details); and 20 Feb at Boyer Chute 
NWR (EB). 

LeConte’s Sparrow: An ad with a group of Song Sparrows at N.P. Dodge Park, 
Omaha, 12 Feb (JT), is the first Dec-Feb record for Nebraska. This species 
winters regularly in southeast Kansas. 

Fox Sparrow: Continuing a trend in recent years, there were numerous mid-winter 
reports suggesting that over-wintering is becoming a regular occurrence in the 
southeast. A total of 44 were reported on CBCs, including 19 at DeSoto 
NWR 29 Dec (fide JT), 8 on the Omaha CBC 15 Dec, a count high there (fide 
BG), and one as far northwest as Calamus-Loup 29 Dec (fide DH). Best non- 
CBC mid-winter counts were 7 at FF 13 Feb (JR) and 4 in southeastern 
Washington Co 18 Jan (JR, EB). Outlier reports were of 3 at a Columbus 
feeder through the winter (MN), one in a Kearney Co yard 5-20 Jan (LR, RH), 
and 2 in Hall Co 17 Feb (SM). 

Song Sparrow: Reports were routine for this uncommon winter visitor, most 
numerous in the southeast. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: This species is a rare, less-than-annual, winter visitor in the 
southeast, but there were several reports this winter. There were multiple 
reports of single birds, possibly all of the same bird, in southeast Washington 
Co throughout Jan (GR, JJ, LE, RSt, SSc details), and two were on the DeSoto 
NWR CBC 29 Dec (fide JT). Additional mid-winter sightings were of singles 
in Cass Co 25 Jan (RSt) and in northeastern Douglas Co 30 Jan (JGr, details). 
There were no Feb reports; in all there are only 3 Feb records for the state. 

Swamp Sparrow: This species is another rare, less-than-annual, winter visitor in the 
southeast. CBC numbers were good, including 12 at DeSoto NWR 29 Dec 
(fide JT) and 11 at Omaha 15 Dec (fide BG). Two westerly birds were a 
surprise on the LM CBC 29 Dec (fide SJD). Jan-Feb reports are few, but 
there were these this year: up to 6 were at Boyer Chute NWR, Washington 
Co, 2-28 Jan (GR, LE, JR, SSc details); singles were at N.P. Dodge Park, 
Omaha, 3 (GR) and 30 Jan (JGr details) and 16 Feb (JT); one was at 1CSP 19 
Jan (MW); and 5 were at FF 13 Feb (JR). 

White-throated Sparrow: The only report away from the southeast, where 
expected, was of 2 at Hastings 31 Dec (PSa). 

Harris’s Sparrow: Reports are much more common from the east than the west. 
There were CBC count highs at both Omaha (217, fide BG) and DeSoto NWR 
(207, fide JT) and an excellent non-CBC tally was 115 in eastern Washington 
Co 16 Jan (JT). Rare in the west, 1-2 were wintering near Mitchell; the 
appearance of 2 birds there 13 Jan was the first time that 2 had appeared 
together in the yard (KD). 

White-crowned Sparrow: This species winters in small numbers across southern 
Nebraska, and reports (m. ob.) reflected that situation. Usually numbers are 
higher in the west; Scottsbluff had a CBC tally of 65 (fide AK); the 27 at 
DeSoto NWR CBC was a count high there (fide JT). 

Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: Reports were routine for this uncommon 
Panhandle winter visitor. 
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Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide 
winter visitor. 

Dark-sided (Oregon) Junco: This form comprises up to 10% of juncos in eastern 
Nebraska; however, CBCs this year indicated a lower percentage: Lincoln had 
4 Oregons and 319 Slate-coloreds (fide LRB) and BOL-Seward had 15 
Oregons and 300 Slate-coloreds (fide JG). 

Dark-eyed (Pink-sided) Junco: This form, currently considered part of the Oregon 
complex, is rare eastward with fewer than 10 documented records. Details 
were provided for one in Cuming Co 14-15 Feb (KSv) and another near 
Kearney 24 Dec (LR, RH). 

Northern Cardinal: Numbers westerly continue to increase slowly; the 14 on the 
North Platte CBC 15 Dec was a new count high there (TJW), and a male 
frequented a Scotts Bluff Co yard through the period (KD). First song 
reported for spring was of an anxious bird in Lincoln 2 Feb (JGJ). 

Dickcissel: One was photographed with House Sparrows in Lincoln 15 Dec (BM, 
fide JGJ); there are 3 records of overwintering and 6 additional records of 
birds lingering in fall, latest 1 Jan. 

Red-winged Blackbird: Late Jan-early Feb flocks are unusual; 1500 were at BOL 1 
Feb (LE). Also unusual was the female-only flock of 250 in Scotts Bluff Co 
19 Jan (KD). 

Western Meadowlark: First call reported was in Lancaster Co 6 Feb (LE). Good 
mid-winter counts (reported as “Meadowlark sp.”) were the 101 at BOL 23 
Feb (LE) and 100 in Dodge Co 22 Dec (D&JP). 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Two attempted to winter at a Platte Co feeder; one made 
it, but one was eaten by a Cooper’s Hawk (MN). This is only the 4th record 
of overwintering. 

Rusty Blackbird: Mid-winter reports are expected in the east, but a surprise was the 
report of 20 (on 24 Jan) at Broken Bow SL through the winter (TH). 
Westerly reports are unusual; 1-3 were in Keith Co 28 Dec-1 Jan (SJD, SMa). 

Brewer’s Blackbird: This species is a rare winter visitor in the south, but the 30 in 
Lancaster Co 12 Jan (LE) was still a good find. The LM CBC had 4 on 29 
Dec (fide SJD); most CBCs there record this species. 

Common Grackle: Best CBC tally was the 200 at LM 29 Dec (fide SJD), a good 
count for the date and location. The usual singles were reported in the 
southeast during Jan, most at feeders (D&JP, LR, RH, JT). Returnees were 
first noted 7 Feb when 5 appeared in a Douglas Co yard (JM); a flock of 500 
was in Grand Island the same day (R&SW). 

Great-tailed Grackle: Since about 2010 there has been a trend of sizeable groups 
wintering in larger cities; this winter 80 wintered in Hastings (PD), 125 in 
North Platte (TJW), and 60 in Grand Island (JLC). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Most winters there are a few reports from the south, 
usually with flocks of Red-winged Blackbirds. This winter, singles were in 
Hamilton Co 13 Jan (LR, RH) and at BOL 1 Feb (LE). The 400 on the LM 
CBC 29 Dec (fide SJD) was an excellent tally for the date and location. 
Northerly CBC reports were of 2 birds at Calamus-Loup 31 Dec (fide DH), 2 
at Norfolk 22 Dec (fide DH), and one at Ponca SP 14 Dec (fide BFH). Two 
stragglers were in Cass Co 2 Jan (CNK). 
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Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: All reports were from Scottsbluff NM, where 75-100 
were reported 30 Dec (SMa) through 2 Feb (KD, PD, BF). Ten of the 
Leucosticte tephrocotis littoralis (Hepburn’s) subspecies were in the flock 5 
Jan (PD). 

Black Rosy-Finch: The only reports were of 1-2 with the 90 Gray-crowneds 
frequenting Scottsbluff NM 5 Jan (PD) and 2 Feb (BF). These sightings are 
the 3rd record for Nebraska; the others were of up to 6 wintering in 2000-2001 
with each of two separate large flocks of Gray-crowned Rosy-Finches in 
Sioux Co. 

Pine Grosbeak: A female that had been at a feeder in Dakota Co since late fall was 
photographed 26 Jan (DC photo, fide BFH). There were two other reports of 
singles without photos: one was heard in Lincoln 7 Feb (RE) and a male was 
at a Seward feeder Jan-15 Feb (KG). This year saw a minor incursion into 
northern plains states; these are only the 9th-12th records of this species in 
Nebraska since 1980. 



This female Pine Grosbeak was photographed by Deb Copple 26 Jan 2013 at her Dakota 
County, Nebraska, feeder. 


Purple Finch: Numbers were about average overall. Rare westerly, one was on the 
Scottsbluff CBC 15 Dec (fide AK), and 3 were at a LM Feeder 24 Dec (JB). 
Cassin’s Finch: None were reported during the period, despite the several Sep 
reports and one for Nov. 

House Finch: Best non-CBC tally was the 100 at a Mitchell yard 9 Dec (KD). 

Red Crossbill: Small groups appeared statewide, for a generally good year in terms 
of numbers. Best counts were 23 at the North Platte Cem 6 Jan (TH), where 
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4-23 were reported 15 Dec-10 Jan (TJW, JJ), and 20 at NNF, Halsey, 12 Dec 
(JJ). Observers are recording crossbill call notes and identifying them by 
sonogram to type (per Groth 1993; Young: eBird article Oct 2012). Resident 
crossbills in the Nebraska northwest are Type 2, a large-billed Ponderosa Pine 
specialist, and the usual winter visitor to the rest of Nebraska. This year, 
however. Type 3 (a Pacific Northwest Hemlock specialist) and Type 5 (a 
Lodgepole Pine specialist) were reported. Both are said to have distinctive 
calls (see Young); neither were documented by sonogram in Nebraska, but 
both were documented this winter in Iowa, Missouri and/or Kansas. Type 5 
reports were of 13 at North Platte Cem 15 Dec (TJW; “possible”) and 2 in 
southern North Platte 10 Jan (TJW; call described as “choop choop”). Type 3 
reports were of 18 at North Platte Cem 18 Jan (TJW; “probable”) and one in 
Creighton 2 Feb (MB; close up photo shows “smaller bill” than usual Type 2). 

White-winged Crossbill: After good numbers appeared in fall, numbers dwindled, 
with none reported after 6 Jan. Of about 100 reports in all for Nebraska, half 
are in Nov. This winter there were reports of 22 birds at 8 locations west to 
Grand Island (m. ob.), best count was 6 in Norfolk Lutheran Cem 6 Jan (SB). 

Common Redpoll: Reports in fall were promising, with about 38 birds reported, but 
the winter turned into a true invasion year, the first of this magnitude since 
1977-1978. Overall, around 1500 were reported; best non-CBC tallies were 
275 in Lincoln Co 13 Jan (TJW, MW), 200 in Holt Co 5 Jan (SB), and 200 in 
southeastern Washington Co 10 Feb (JR). An amazing 541 were reported on 
CBCs, including 239 at DeSoto NWR CBC 29 Dec (fide JT), second-highest 
all-time for Nebraska, and 176 at Calamus-Loup 31 Dec (fide DH). 

Hoary Redpoll: As all birders know, whenever good numbers of Common Redpolls 
are in the area, thoughts turn to the rare Hoary. Until this winter there had 
been only 8 reports for Nebraska, all but one in Jan-Feb. This winter there 
were 2 reports with photos that were convincing, although the NOU Records 
Committee will no doubt weigh in on these. A very pale male was 
photographed at BOL 2 Jan, possibly accompanied by a fern (BP, DL), and 
another bird was photographed in Lincoln Co 18 Jan (VC). A pale redpoll 
photographed in tricky light in Omaha 22 Jan (JBa) could not be identified 
with certainty. It is likely that Hoary Redpolls are under-identified in regions 
like Nebraska where they are very rare. (See photos on following page.) 

Pine Siskin: This species usually occurs statewide in winter in moderate numbers, 
but this winter saw noticeably higher numbers than usual. An amazing 552 
were counted on the BOL-Seward CBC 16 Dec (fide JG), and 196 were tallied 
on the Scottsbluff CB 15 Dec (fide AK). 

American Goldfinch: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide winter 
visitor. 

Evening Grosbeak: In contrast to the 4 reports in fall all being from the west, the 
two this winter were from the east: a single fern was at a Blair feeder 22 Jan- 
23 Feb (MP photo, JR, CNK) and one was identified by its “Black Hills type” 
call at Forest Lawn Cem, Omaha, 24 Feb (JR). 

House Sparrow: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide resident. 
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* 


* * 


Left: This photo taken by Bhalchandra Pujari at Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co, 2 Jan 2013, 
was identified as a Hoary Redpoll. Right: This photo taken by Virginia Clark in Lincoln Co, 
18 Jan 2013 was identified as a Hoary Redpoll. See discussion on previous page. 




First state record Black-chinned 
Hummingbird, photographed at 
Jane’s Greenhouse in 
Scottsbluff 7 May 2012. See 
article, pages 30-32. Note the 
rounded tip of primary 9, a key 
characteristic distinguishing 
Black-chinned from Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird. 

The following sites discuss key dif¬ 
ferences between the two species: 
http://staff.jccc.edu/dseibel/rthu. 
htm; http://www.wildlifedepart- 
ment.com/wildlifemgmt/diversity/ 
RTHUBCHUcomparison.pdf. 


Three of six Sage 
Thrashers observed 
at Scotts Bluff 
National Monument, 
Scotts Bluff Co., 
28 Aug 2012. Photo 
by Marie Smith. 
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Red Crossbills in the photographer’s yard, Central City, Merrick Co., 31 May 2013. 
Photo by Mike Darbro. 


First state record Hooded Oriole at the 
feeders of Susie and Bill Daro and 
son Colin, Garrison, Butler Co., 26 
May 2013. Photo by Mark Brogie. 


Golden-winged Warbler, near 90th and 
Harney, Omaha, Douglas Co., 11 May 
2011. Photo by Richard Pouchert. 
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Double-crested Cormorant at farm pond 
near Powder Creek Res., Dixon Co., 

27 April 2013. Photo by Mark Brogie. 



Burrowing Owl, southern Cherry Co., 20 June 
2012. Photo by Jan Johnson. 



American Kestrel, near Burwell, Garfield Co., 
20 April 2013. Photo by Bob Gerten. 


Grasshopper Sparrow, 8 miles north 
of Creighton, Knox Co., 19 May 
2013. Photo by Mark Brogie. 



Eared Grebes, 
Lake Babcock, 
Platte Co., 2 May 
2013. Photo by 
Robert Manning. 
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NESTING BIRDS 


Western Kingbird adult with 
nestling in nest built in stoplight, 
downtown Falls City, 
Richardson Co., 1 July 2013. 
Photo by Joe Gubanyi. 




Male Pileated Woodpecker at nest hole, 
Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co., 12 May 2005. 
Photo by Carlos Grande. 


Nesting Cliff Swallows at Lake Ogallala below 
the Lake McConaughy dam, Keith Co., 

8 May 2005. Photo by Carlos Grande. 




Say’s Phoebe nestlings, Toadstool 
Park, Sioux Co., 20 July 2012. 
Photo by Joseph Manning. 
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Northern Flicker nest in hollow maple NESTING BIRDS 
tree in the photographer’s backyard, 

O’Neill, Holt Co. Photos were taken 
on 3, 7 and 13 June 2013 by Jennifer 
Swerczek, who was unable to see into 
the nest, but used her iPhone to take 
these photos. 




Eastern Screech-Owl nest, Smith Lake WMA, 
Sheridan Co., 22 May 2013, showing remains of 
American Goldfinch and Swainson’s Thrush. 
Photo by Wayne Mollhoff. 



House Wren at unusual nest hole, Two Rivers 
SRA, Douglas Co., 17 June 2013 . 

Photo by Craig Crews. 
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Wilson’s Snipe in snow in Grand Island, 
Hall Co., 23 Dec 2012. Photo by 
Steve Morris. 



Willet, east of Niobrara, Knox Co., 

23 April 2013. Photo by Roger Dietrich. 



Least Sandpiper at Fremont Lakes SRA, 
Dodge Co., 2 May 2013. Photo by 
Ken Shuster. 



> r / 


White-rumped Sandpiper showing diagnos¬ 
tic reddish area at base of lower mandible, 
Lakes Babcock/North, Platte Co., 13 May 
2013. Photo by Ken Carnes. 



Piping Plover, east of Niobrara, Knox Co., 
23 April 2013. Photo by Roger Dietrich. 



Spotted Sandpiper at Branched Oak L, 
Lancaster Co., 13 May 2013. Photo by 
Dan Leger. 
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Immature (left) and adult (right) Yellow-crowned Night-Herons, Crystal Cove Lake, 
South Sioux City, Dakota Co., 31 July 2012. Photo by Rusty Dungan. 


Glaucous-winged Gull, 
Lake Ogallala, 
Keith Co., 16 Feb 2013. 
Photo by Carlos Grande. 


Laughing Gull, Lake North, Platte Co., 
19 May 2013. Photo by Sam Manning. 
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Leucistic Canada Goose with typical 
Canada Geese, Walnut Creek, 
Papillion, Sarpy Co., 22 Dec 2012. 
Photo hy Maggie and Chris Olson. 


Hybrid Canada / domestic 
Greylag Goose with Canada 
Geese, 35th & Browning Sts., 
Lincoln, Lancaster Co., 31 Oct 
2012. Photo by Ruth Steams. 




Black-headed Grosbeak in the 
photographer’s yard, Lincoln, 
Lancaster Co., 8 May 2013. 
Photo by Ruth Steams. 


Eastern Screech-Owl, 
Memorial Park area, Omaha, 
Douglas Co., 1 Nov 2012. 
Photo by Deborah Wyatt. 
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An Unexpected Sandhill Crane Experience 


Clem Klaphake 
707 E. Garden 
Bellevue NE 
ckavian@cox.net 

On April 24, 2012 , I spent some time birding in Saunders County at Memphis 
SRA, Lake Wanahoo, and various other lakes in the Malmo, Nebraska, area. After 
seeing good numbers of Pectoral Sandpipers, a few Sanderlings, Willets and Long¬ 
billed Dowitchers, I headed over to Redtail WMA in Butler County. I hiked in to the 
lake area and started counting waterfowl with the use of my spotting 
scope. Franklin’s Gulls started showing up and a few of them stopped just long 
enough to take a drink, but then quickly took off again to catch up with the rest of the 
flock that hadn’t stopped for a sip on their way north. 

While watching all of this activity, I was facing north on a north-facing hillside. 1 
briefly stopped to turn around and look behind me to the south, and 1 saw a large bird 
approaching. My first reaction was that it was a Great Blue Heron, since there had 
been several cruising back and forth over the lake, but then I saw legs sticking out 
behind the bird and realized it was a Sandhill Crane. 

It came in on quite a high flight, and I quickly put my spotting scope on it. I 
realized it was not a migrant when it began to circle over the lake and tilt its wings to 
let air out from underneath so it could reduce its height. It continued to drop until it 
landed on the north side of the lake; I was on the south side. While it was coming 
down I could see it had something in its beak, but I couldn’t determine what it 
was. It looked a little like a frog, but I never did get a good enough look to 
determine exactly what it was. 

After it landed 1 watched it through my scope from approximately 250-300 yards 
away. The crane slowly began to walk to the west along the water’s edge next to 
cattails. It was very slow in its movement and stopped numerous times. I’m sure it 
saw me, since by that time I was swatting at a group of large blue-green flies to keep 
them from biting me. The crane continued to walk to the west for approximately 60- 
70 yards, stopping frequently en route. Never once did it vocalize. 

The crane was very brown looking; I suspect this was because it had applied rust- 
colored mud to its feathers for camouflage. Throughout all of this time it held its 
prey in its beak. Occasionally it even preened feathers on its back with the morsel in 
its mouth. Finally, it stood still for at least 5 minutes in one place and then turned 
and disappeared into the cattails. After that I left Redtail WMA. My total 
observation of the crane was approximately 45 minutes from when I first saw it 
approach to when it finally disappeared into the vegetation. 

Even though I see thousands of Sandhill Cranes every spring in central Nebraska, 
seeing this bird in late April in southeastern Butler County only 45 miles from the 
Omaha metro area was unexpected and exciting, especially since its behavior 
indicated possible nesting. When l encounter situations of this type I am usually 
reluctant to pursue the bird to see if it is nesting for fear of disturbing the bird(s) 
and/or increasing the chances of leading predators to a nest. I returned to the lake 
several times after this sighting until the middle of May, but I never saw or heard a 
Sandhill Crane in that area again. 




30 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vol. 81 No. 1 


First Documented Nebraska Record of 
Black-chinned Hummingbird (Archilochus alexandri) 

Kathy DeLara 
Mitchell NE 
renosmom@charter.net 

Marie Smith 
Gering NE 

mlou_smith@yahoo.com 


On the morning of May 7, 2012, I was checking Facebook when I saw a 
post on Jane’s Greenhouse wall about a hummingbird that was in one of their 
greenhouses. Since it was an unusual time to be seeing a hummer in this area I 
headed right over to confirm the sighting. Jane’s Greenhouse is a small retail 
greenhouse located on the west edge of Scottsbluff, NE. 

Fully expecting to see a Broad-tailed Hummingbird, I went inside to see if it 
was still there and didn’t even bother taking the spare set of binoculars that I had in 
the car. 1 went into the greenhouse and saw the hummingbird flitting around the 
flowers in the hanging baskets that were for sale. There were only a couple of 
customers in the greenhouse and the bird didn’t seem bothered by us at all. I 
watched it for a minute or so and saw that it was a female hummingbird, mostly 
green and white, and realized that it wasn’t a Broad-tailed after all, so I went out to 
the car to get the spare binoculars. As I watched it fly back and forth, sometimes 
only a few feet away, I decided that it was a Ruby-throated or possibly a Black- 
chinned Hummingbird. It was a more slender shape than the Broad-tailed and didn’t 
have any rufous coloring on it anywhere, but I wasn’t sure what to look for to make 
the distinction between the two, so went back out to the car for my Sibley Guide to 
Birds. I checked the Ruby-throated and Black-chinned Hummingbird descriptions to 
see what to look for and went back into the greenhouse to observe the hummer again. 

The bird would sit still for only a few seconds at a time, and I really 
couldn’t be positive of the wing shape or color, although it did seem to be a dull 
green. The bird was pumping its tail, which the Black-chinned does and the Ruby- 
throated doesn’t, and by that time I was pretty sure it was a Black-chinned 
Hummingbird. I decided that I really needed a picture of the bird for a positive 
identification. I didn’t have a camera with me so I called Marie Smith to see if she 
was available to go to the greenhouse and take some pictures. When I got back to 
work, I posted the sighting on NEBirds and waited for the pictures. Marie emailed 
that she had looked at the pictures and thought it was a Black-chinned Hummingbird. 
After work I picked up the photo CD from Marie with the dozens of pictures she had 
taken. 
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In the pictures I could see the primaries on a perched bird had wide, 
rounded tips, most notably in the outer primaries (numbers 7-9, see photo on page 
21), the head was more gray than green, and the bill was slightly decurved. All of 
that, along with the tail pumping, made me sure it was a Black-chinned 
Hummingbird. I emailed a few of the pictures to Ross Silcock and Mark Brogie for 
confirmation and status. Ross confirmed that it was a Black-chinned Hummingbird. 
I thought that there was at least one other confirmed sighting of a Black-chinned 
Hummingbird a few years ago, but Mark informed me that there were some reports 
but none confirmed in Nebraska. At that time I again posted the sighting on 
NEBirds and hoped the bird would stick around long enough for others to see it. 
Documentation, including photos taken by Marie Smith, was later provided to the 
Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee (NOURC) and this sighting was 
subsequently accepted as the first documented record for the species in Nebraska 
(Mark Brogie, NOURC Chairperson, personal communication). 

The next day I stopped by to check on the bird during my lunch break. It 
was still there, but it was stressed and there were a lot more people in the 
greenhouses shopping. I figured it would be leaving the greenhouse soon and when I 
called the greenhouse later in the afternoon, I was told that it was gone. I believe 
Marie and I were the only birders who saw this bird. 

The Black-chinned Hummingbird {Archilochus alexandri) is the western 
counterpart of the Ruby-throated Hummingbird {Archilochus colubris). The Black- 
chinned breeds throughout western North America, from northern Mexico and Texas 
north to Washington and southern British Columbia (Baltosser and Russell 2000). 
Breeding ranges of the Black-chinned and Ruby-throated overlap only in east-central 
Texas (Arnold 1995), but the Black-chinned does occasionally wander into the 
eastern United States in fall and winter (Hilton 2008). In the western United States, 
it is abundant and is noteworthy for being a generalist and occurring in a variety of 
habitats (Baltosser and Russell 2000). 

Black-chinned Hummingbirds have been recorded outside of Nebraska 
relatively close to Scottsbluff in the following areas: Weld Co., Colorado, (CDOW 
[date unknown]), Rawlins Co., Kansas (Otte 2013), and Natrona and Laramie Cos., 
Wyoming (eBird 2012). 
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2012-2013 Christmas Bird Counts 

by Don Paseka 

Fifteen counts were held during the 2012-2013 season. The weather was 
seasonable and mostly dry with some open water. The total species count of 139 
was the same as last year, but less than the record total of 149 counted in 2010-2011. 
In all, 23 species set new or tied previous high counts, including a new species for 
Nebraska counts, a single Bewick’s Wren at Scottsbluff. The incredible number of 
European Starlings (250,444) found in the North Platte circle was largely responsible 
for the new high count (268,232) of that species and pushed the overall number of 
individuals for all counts to 510,790, second only to the record number of 587,400 
individual birds found in 1977 due largely to 502,286 Red-winged Blackbirds 
counted. Among the 11 species counted in all circles. Wild Turkey (2088), Bald 
Eagle (375), and Eurasian Collared-Dove (1370) set new high counts. Nineteen 
species were seen in only one circle and of those 7 were single birds. 

While no scoters were found, many counts for individual species of 
Anseriformes ranked among the top years. Mallards had the highest count (84,837) 
since 1988 when 118,150 were found, and the Blue-winged Teal number (13) was 
second only to the 30 found in 1971. Trumpeter Swans (69), Wood Ducks (all 46 of 
which were at Grand Island), Ring-necked Ducks (342), and Hooded Mergansers 
(90) all recorded new high counts. 




Vol. 81 No. 1 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


33 


Five of six possible grebe species were found, and new high counts were 
tallied for Pied-billed Grebe (17) and Red-necked Grebe (3), while the Homed Grebe 
count (4) tied the previous high. Great Blue Heron (52) and Belted Kingfisher (59) 
numbers were surpassed only in the previous CBC season. No unexpected shorebird 
species were found but 43 Killdeer found in 5 circles easily beat the old high of 28 
found in 1994, and the 39 Wilson’s Snipe beat the old high count 33 from two years 
ago. 


Woodpeckers also made a good showing. The 7 Pileated Woodpeckers (5 
at Omaha and 2 at DeSoto) eclipsed the old record of 3 in 2008 and 2010). This is 
the first time pileated woodpeckers have been recorded on more than one count. 
Red-bellied Woodpeckers also set a new high (459), while the Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker count (16) was only surpassed by the 17 found in 1981. Carolina Wrens 
have rebounded nicely from the die-off following the harsh 2009-2010 winter and 
were found on 7 counts, setting a new high (65). Eastern Bluebirds continue to do 
well: a record 587 birds were found in 9 circles. 

Birds of the open country and weed patches had an exceptional year. Total 
counts of Fox Sparrow (44) and Swamp Sparrow (25) were new highs. The number 
of Song Sparrows (200) was exceeded only by the 209 found in 1994. The Snow 
Bunting (74), Common Redpoll (541), and Pine Siskin (1273) counts also were new 
highs. 


2012-13 CBC Participants 

Ames Larry Einemann, Jan Johnson, Richard Johnson, Clem Klaphake, Jim Meyer, 
Wayne Mollhoff, Jerry Mulliken, Don Paseka (compiler), Janis Paseka, Gary 
Roberts, Ken Shuster, Ruth Stearns, Jerry Toll (13) 

Beaver Valley Colleen Noecker, Don Noecker (compiler) (2) 

Branched Oak-Seward Elaine Bachel, John Carlini, Rick Eades, Larry Einemann, 
Hannah Elliott, Joseph Gubanyi (compiler), Ethan Hutton, Joel Jorgensen, Clem 
Klaphake, Thomas Labedz, Don Paseka, Janis Paseka, Jessica Ripke, Shari 
Schwartz, Ruth Steams, Mary Steinbeck (16) 

Calamus-Loup Mark Brogie, Robin Harding, David Heidt (compiler), Wayne 
Mollhoff, Don Paseka, Janis Paseka, Lanny Randolph, Duane Wolff (8) 

Crawford Brian Varvel, Nick Varvel, Bruce Walgren (compiler), Donna Walgren 

(4) 

DeSoto Elliott Bedows, Laurine Blankenau, Myma Brown, Jonas Grundman, Sue 
Mattix, Jim Meyer, Don Paseka, Janis Paseka, Susan Quinn, Sandy Reinken, Justin 
Rink, Gary Roberts, Jerry Toll (compiler), Steve Van Riper, Pat Williams (15) 
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Grand Island Kathy Aubushon, Gordon Backer, Tony Curtis, Carole Etherton, Jim 
Etherton, Jack Hanson, Blake Hatfield, Bob Hausmann, Michelle Kock, Ron Kruse, 
Anne Kruse, Connie McCartney (compiler), Jim Meyer, Steve Morris, Vicki Orr, 
Guy Roggenkamp, Patricia Smith, Vem Throop, Chuck Witter (19) 

Harrison Kathy DeLara, Bruce Walgren (compiler), Donna Walgren (3) 

Lake McConaughy Mary Bomberger Brown, Stephen Dinsmore (compiler), Larry 
Einemann, Levi Hamilton, Luke Hamilton, Roger Hamilton, Robin Harding, Alice 
Heckman, Bette Klaphake, Clem Klaphake, Joe Manning, Robert Manning, Sam 
Manning, Ron Martin, Lanny Randolph, Ross Silcock, Gabe Wilson, Jerald 
Zimmerman (18 + 17 feeder watchers) 

Lincoln Elaine Bachel, Anita Breckbill, Linda R. Brown (compiler), Cindi Card, Pat 
Cole, Lynn Darling, Barbara J. DiBemard, Rick Eades, Larry Einemann, Billie 
Erxleben, Andrea Faas, Sue Guild, Pat Halderman, Matthew Hansen, Ian Hoppe, 
Paula Hoppe, Paul Johnsgard, Michelle Johnson, Joel Jorgensen, Tim Knott, Thomas 
E. Labedz, Daniel Leger, Dwain Leonhardt, Linda Maslowski, Pete Maslowski, 
Bruce Mellberg, Heather Modrow, Linda Plock, Kevin Poague, Bhalchandra Pujari, 
Susan Quinn, Ken Reitan, Dave Rus, Juan Russ, Jules Russ, Ruth Steams, April 
Stevenson, Ned Stringham, Shane Tucker, Carol Wagener, Jake Walker, Dan 
Wheeler Michael Willison (43) 

Norfolk Marc Bathke, Ben Brogie, Mark Brogie, Donna Christiansen, Brandon 
Cullison, David Heidt, Jan Johnson, Richard Johnson, John Manning, Jacob Ryan, 
Duane Wolff (compiler) (11) 

North Platte Monte Brown, Virginia Clark, Linda Deeds, Tad Grasz, Robin 
Harding, Gregg Hoover, Adam Kester, Roger Lawson, Jim Petersen, Marcia 
Petersen, Lanny Randolph, Mary Sue Shoemaker, Marissa Walker, Matthew Walker, 
T.J. Walker (compiler) (15) 

Omaha Deb Bercaw, Nelli Falzgraf, Bob Fuchs, Betty Grenon (compiler), Clem 
Klaphake, Jim Kovanda, Sandy Kovanda, Steve Lamphere, Terry Lassek, Greg 
Nelson, Babs Padelford, Loren Padelford, Don Paseka, Janis Paseka, Rachel Paseka, 
Neal Ratzlaff, A1 Reyer, Cindy Reyer, Justin Rink, Gary Roberts, Mary Jo Rome, 
Kathleen Rose, Rick Schmid, Steve Schmitt, Eric Scholar, Justin Stolen, Jerry Toll 
(27) 

Ponca Vem Cummings, Sarah Doxon, Jeff Fields, Jan Johnson, Richard Johnson, 
Jack Koinzan, Tucker Lutter, Jan Null, Jerry Probst, Jim Swenson, Linda Swenson, 
Jerry Von Ehwegen, and Jennifer Wolff (compiler) (13) 

Scottsbluff Kathy DeLara, Dean Drawbaugh, Phyllis Drawbaugh, Ann Duey, 
Claylene Fitz, Luke Hamilton, Roger Hamilton, Charlotte Herrell, Henry Herrera, 
Barbara Kaes, Alice Kenitz (compiler), Ed Newbury, Marie Smith, Rod Smith (14) 



2012-2013 CBC Site Data 

Total 







Party 

Low 

High 




Date 

Species 

Individuals 

Observers 

Hours d 

Temp. 

Temp. 

Sky 

Precipitation 

Ames 

18 Dec 

66 

7,049 

13 

34 

27 

44 

cloudy 

none 

Beaver Valley 

1 Jan 

25 

446 

2 

5 

14 

22 

pt cloudy 

none 

Branched Oak-Seward 

16 Dec 

79 

7,999 

16 

61 

29 

33 

cloudy 

am snow 

Calamus-Loup 

31 Dec 

66 

12,508 

8 

31 

18 

24 

cloudy 

none 

Crawford 

22 Dec 

24 

921 

4 

13 

28 

46 

clear 

none 

DeSoto-Boyer 

29 Dec 

73 

7,357 

16 

64 

12 

20 

clear 

none 

Grand Island 

15 Dec 

65 

13,372 

19 

29 

31 

43 

cloudy 

rain 

Harrison 

23 Dec 

24 

361 

3 

N/A 

40 

47 

pt cloudy 

none 

Lake McConaughy 

29 Dec 

111 

67,094 

35 

75 

4 

30 

pt cloudy 

none 

Lincoln 

15 Dec 

79 

14,241 

43 

102 

41 

47 

cloudy 

none 

Norfolk 

22 Dec 

54 

14,837 

11 

33 

6 

29 

clear 

none 

North Platte 

15 Dec 

67 

299,344 

15 

18 

29 

42 

pt cloudy; clear 

none 

Omaha 

15 Dec 

75 

19,751 

27 

69 

43 

52 

cloudy 

It rain am 

Ponca S.P. 

14 Dec 

58 

21,586 

13 

N/A 

18 

45 

clear; pt cloudy 

none 

Scottsbluff 

15 Dec 

72 

23,924 

14 

28 

21 

48 

pt cloudy; pt clear 

none 



139 

510,790 a 

239 a 


24 b 

38 b 



a- total (sum of column values) 



193 c 







b- average 

c-number of people who participated in CBCs. Note: many observers participated in more than one CBC. 
d-the sum of hours spent driving and walking during daylight, excluding feeder watching and owling 
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2012-2013 Christmas Bird Count 



Ames 

Beaver Valley 

BOL-Seward 

Calamus-Loup 

Crawford 

DeSoto-Boyer 

Grand Island 

Harrison 

Gr White-fronted Goose 




8 



2 


Snow Goose 



400 



cw 

41 


Ross’s Goose 



2 






Cackling Goose 

54 


261 

62 



320 


Canada Goose 

1076 

11 

830 

3540 


197 

4554 

1 

Trumpeter Swan 




48 





Wood Duck 







46 


Gadwall 

3 


6 

17 





American Wigeon 



1 

20 



4 


Mallard 

876 

5 

105 

254 

6 

248 

2428 

7 

Blue-winged Teal 

1 








Northern Shoveler 

3 


23 




36 


: Northern Pintail 



cw 



1 

4 


Green-winged Teal 



21 

8 



1 


Canvasback 






1 



Redhead 

3 


8 






Ring-necked Duck 

8 








Greater Scaup 









Lesser Scaup 



1 



3 

3 


Scaup sp. 









Long-tailed Duck 









Bufflehead 






1 



Common Goldeneye 

60 


48 

83 


11 

84 


Hooded Merganser 

1 


29 

3 





Common Merganser 

2 


518 

166 


95 

15 


Red-breasted Merganser 



6 




2 


Ruddy Duck 



7 






Duck sp. 









Northern Bobwhite 



3 

31 





Ring-necked Pheasant 

19 


6 


34 

3 

3 


Sharp-tailed Grouse 









Greater Prairie-Chicken 


32 


30 
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2012-2013 Christmas Bird Count 


] 

Lake McConaughy 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

North Platte 

Omaha 

Ponca SP 

Scottsbluff 

TOTAL 

iGr White-fronted Goose 

11 

1 

cw 



6 

5 

33 i 

Snow Goose 


4 

2 

180 

28 

13150 

cw 

138051 

Ross's Goose 




1 



cw 

3! 

Cackling Goose 

1719 

101 

152 

64 

64 

120 

50 

2967 

Canada Goose 

5886 

2885 

4410 

21973 

10283 

1629 

11953 

692281 

Trumpeter Swan 

21 







69 

Wood Duck 








46 

Gadwall 

198 

8 


37 

14 

1 

44 

328 

American Wigeon 

120 

12 


29 

1 

1 

135 

323; 

Mallard 

47000 

874 

1152 

22074 

650 

3259 

5899 

84837 

Blue-winged Teal 




12 




13 

Northern Shoveler 

9 

33 


7 

cw 


46 

157 

Northern Pintail 

93 

6 

2 

37 



19 

162 

Green-winged Teal 

108 

20 


79 

8 

1 

13 

259 

Canvasback 

191 

4 

3 

1 

19 


4 

223; 

;Redhead 

114 

32 

5 




31 

193 

Ring-necked Duck 

241 

11 


9 

2 


71 

342 : 

Greater Scaup 

12 


1 




1 

14 

Lesser Scaup 

281 

37 

7 

8 

14 


67 

421 

iScaupsp. 






4 


4 

Long-tailed Duck 

1 







l! 

Buffi ehead 

208 



3 

1 



213 

Common Goldeneye 

352 

4 

8 

57 

90 

13 

103 

913; 

Hooded Merganser 

16 

10 


22 

7 


2 

90 

Common Merganser 

1876 

3 


350 

87 

69 


3181 

Red-breasted Merganser 

11 

1 






20 

Ruddy Duck 

6 

1 



30 



44 

Duck sp. 





25 



25 

Northern Bobwhite 

1 







35 

Ring-necked Pheasant 

55 

2 

17 

4 


13 

8 

164 

Sharp-tailed Grouse 

13 







13 

Greater Prairie-Chicken 

80 







142 













































38 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vol.81 No. 1 


2012-2013 Christmas Bird Count 



Ames 

Beaver Valley 

BOL-Seward 

Calamus-Loup 

I 

E 

o 

DeSoto-Boyer 

Grand Island 

Harrison 

Wild Turkey 

90 

24 

9 

524 

407 

169 

245 

30 

; Pied-billed Grebe 



4 






Horned Grebe 



1 




1 


Red-necked Grebe 









'Western Grebe 









Clark's Grebe 









Double-crested Cormorant 



2 

1 





^American White Pelican 



1 



1 



Great Blue Heron 

cw 


2 

5 


1 

8 


Bald Eagle 

64 

4 

1 

10 

2 

50 

5 

4 

! adult 





1 

33 

5 

3 

immature 





1 

17 


1 

I unspecified age 

64 

4 

1 

10 





Northern Harrier 

3 


2 

1 


12 

1 


Sharp-shinned Hawk 

1 


4 

2 


6 

2 


Cooper’s Hawk 

2 


1 

2 


4 

1 


Northern Goshawk 









?Acci piter sp. 






1 



Red-tailed Hawk 

36 

5 

29 

19 

8 

75 

27 


Ferruginous Hawk 









j Rough-legged Hawk 

5 

3 

2 

6 

4 

7 

3 

6 

Buteosp. 









Golden Eagle 





1 



3 

Virginia Rail 









American Coot 



48 




12 


Killdeer 

1 


5 

1 





Wilson's Snipe 




2 





Bonaparte's Gull 









Mew Gull 









Ring-billed Gull 

19 


81 






California Gull 









Herring Gull 



15 





{ 

...J 
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2012-2013 Christmas Bird Count 


t 

I 

Lake McConaughy j 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

North Platte 

Omaha 

Ponca SP 

Scottsbluff 

TOTAL 

Wild Turkey 

121 

23 

157 

134 

45 

105 

5 

2088 

Pied-billed Grebe 

3 



3 

6 


1 

17 

Horned Grebe 

2 







4; 

Red-necked Grebe 

3 







3 

Western Grebe 

255 







255 

Clark's Grebe 

1 







1 

Double-crested Cormorant 




2 




5 

American White Pelican 

1 


1 





4 

Great Blue Heron 

9 

15 


2 

6 

1 

3 

52 

Bald Eagle 

74 

7 

13 

24 

88 

25 

4 

375 

| adult 








42 

! immature 








19 

unspecified age 

74 

7 

13 

24 

88 

25 

4 

314 

Northern Harrier 

21 

2 


2 

3 

10 

7 

64 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

4 

5 

2 

1 

4 

2 

cw 

33 

Cooper's Hawk 

3 

6 

3 

2 

3 



27 

Northern Goshawk 

1 


2 





3 

Accipiter sp. 








1 : 

Red-tailed Hawk 

37 

39 

41 

12 

66 

55 

20 

469 

Ferruginous Hawk 

2 



2 



1 

5 

.Rough-legged Hawk 

12 


3 

2 

cw 

15 

5 

73 

Buteo sp. 







1 

1 j 

Golden Eagle 

1 






2 

7 

Virginia Rail 

1 







i: 

American Coot 

990 

90 


2 



52 

1194 

Killdeer 

22 

14 






43 

Wilson’s Snipe 

31 


5 

CW 



1 

39 

Bonaparte's Gull 

3 







3; 

Mew Gull 

2 







2 . 

Ring-billed Gull 

900 

674 


26 

260 


6 

1966 

California Gull 

2 







2 

:Herring Gull 

92 

_6 


5 

_3 



121 
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2012-2013 Christmas Bird Count 



Ames 

Beaver Valley 

BOL-Seward 

Calamus-Loup 

Crawford 

DeSoto-Boyer 

Grand Island 

Harrison 

Thayer’s Gull 









Lesser Black-backed Gull 









Rock Pigeon 

24 

17 

53 

9 

31 

361 

548 

Ilf 

Eurasian Collared-Dove 

84 

7 

17 

75 

50 

3 

496 

9 

Mourning Dove 

1 



1 


17 

7 


Eastern Screech-Owl 

3 


3 

1 


1 

5 


Great Horned Owl 

2 

1 

8 

2 


5 

5 


Snowy Owl 








1 

Barred Owl 

1 


5 



5 



Long-eared Owl 






1 



; Short-eared Owl 

1 


1 






Nothern Saw-whet Owl 






1 



Belted Kingfisher 

6 


2 

5 


4 

3 


Red-headed Woodpecker 



4 



1 



•Red-bellied Woodpecker 

40 

1 

57 

7 


58 

9 


Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 

3 


6 

2 


1 

2 


Downy Woodpecker 

38 

3 

74 

11 

2 

73 

32 

2 | 

Hairy Woodpecker 

7 

1 

19 

2 


12 

13 

if 

‘ Northern Flicker 

52 


81 

28 


39 

34 


Red-shafted 






2 



! Yellow-shafted 



52 



37 



1 Unspecified 

52 


29 

28 



34 


Pileated Woodpecker 






2 



(American Kestrel 

9 


6 

1 


9 

10 


‘Merlin 

1 


1 


1 

cw 

1 


‘Prairie Falcon 

cw 








Falcon sp. 









Northern Shrike 

3 


8 

3 

cw 

4 

2 


Steller's Jay 









Blue Jay 

29 

1 

147 

5 

3 

69 

27 

3 

Black-billed Magpie 





8 




American Crow 

106 

19 

218 

5223 

6 

73 

53 

4 
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2012-2013 Christmas Bird Count 



Lake McConaughy j 

i 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

North Platte 

Omaha 

Ponca SP 

*= 

3 

I 

f 

c_> 

C/5 

_ 1 1 

II 

Thayer's Gull 

2 







2! 

lesser Black-backed Gull 

1 







1 

Rock Pigeon 

179 

1390 

468 

169 

451 

120 

357 

4188 

Eurasian Collared-Dove 

117 

2 

173 

53 

14 

15 

255 

1370; 

Mourning Dove 

23 

208 

6 


17 

18 

1 

299 

Eastern Screech-Owl 

3 




1 



17 

Great Horned Owl 

7 

7 

7 


3 


3 

50 

Snowy Owl 








1 

Barred Owl 


1 



1 



13 

; Long-eared Owl 

3 





4 


8 

Short-eared Owl 

1 







3 

Nothern Saw-whet Owl 








1 

Belted Kingfisher 

5 

9 

2 

2 

12 


9 

59 

Red-headed Woodpecker 





38 



43 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 

23 

67 

24 

8 

130 

35 


459 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 

1 

1 






16 

; Downy Woodpecker 

41 

100 

29 

6 

108 

34 

16 

569 

Hairy Woodpecker 

17 

15 

13 

1 

20 

7 

3 

131 

Northern Flicker 

59 

64 

9 

14 

58 

20 

34 

492 

Red-shafted 




10 


1 


13 

Yellow-shafted 


24 

9 

4 


19 

34 

179: 

Unspecified 

59 

40 



58 



300 

Pileated Woodpecker 





5 



7 

: American Kestrel 

14 

18 

19 

15 

14 

7 

24 

146 

Merlin 

1 


1 


1 

1 


8 

Prairie Falcon 

3 



1 

1 


1 

6 

; Falcon sp. 


1 






1 

Northern Shrike 

6 

7 

4 

3 

cw 

5 

2 

47 

Steller's Jay 







2 

1 

Blue Jay 

20 

246 

30 

9 

102 

39 

50 

780 

Black-billed Magpie 

7 






25 

40 

American Crow 

66 

_81 

63 

_532 

78 

_ 97 ; 

6 

6625 
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2012-2013 Christmas Bird Count 


i 

Ames 

Beaver Valley 

BOL-Seward 

Calamus-Loup 

Crawford 

DeSoto-Boyer 

Grand Island 

1 

Harrison 

Horned Lark 

115 

61 

23 

90 


7 

11 

112 

Black-capped Chickadee 

114 


84 

12 

14 

205 

48 

7 

Mountain Chickadee 









Tufted Titmouse 






15 



Red-breasted Nuthatch 

1 


7 

8 


4 

20 


White-breasted Nuthatch 

40 

2 

74 

3 

2 

76 

35 

i: 

Pygmy Nuthatch 








4 

; Brown Creeper 

3 


18 

3 


4 

4 


Winter Wren 

1 





1 



Marsh Wren 









Carolina Wren 

1 


1 



8 

2 


Bewick's Wren 









Golden-crowned Kinglet 



5 

10 



2 


Eastern Bluebird 

45 


209 

17 


80 

10 


Mountain Bluebird 









Townsend's Solitaire 




1 

5 



ij 

Hermit Thrush 

1 





2 



American Robin 

150 

43 

567 

600 


941 

53 

16 

Northern Mockingbird 









Brown Thrasher 




1 





European Starling 

1987 


406 

247 

33 

1057 

2333 

12 

: Cedar Waxwing 

200 

18 

164 



27 

25 


Lapland Longspur 

283 



6 




2 

Snow Bunting 






59 



Yellow-rumped Warbler 

2 


3 






Spotted Towhee 






7 



Eastern Towhee 






2 



American Tree Sparrow 

56 

48 

529 

161 

47 

678 

283 


Field Sparrow 







1 


Savannah Sparrow 






1 



Fox Sparrow 



4 

1 


19 



Song Sparrow 

4 


1 

1 


74 


— ..... ! 
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2012-2013 Christmas Bird Count 


r - 

1 

j 

Lake McConaughy 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

North Platte 

Omaha 

Ponca SP 

Scottsbluff 

—1 j 

o 

t— j 

Horned Lark 

886 

20 

87 

3 

8 

3 

80 

1506? 

Black-capped Chickadee 

27 

180 

22 

6 

254 

123 

39 

1135! 

Mountain Chickadee 







8 

8 

Tufted Titmouse 





28 



43 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 

17 

17 

7 

5 

2 

1 

12 

101 ? 

White-breasted Nuthatch 

23 

96 

21 

6 

174 

36 

10 

599? 

"Pygmy Nuthatch 








4 

Brown Creeper 

4 

20 

7 

4 

14 

3 

1 

85 

Winter Wren 





2 



4 

Marsh Wren 

7 






1 

8 ? 

Carolina Wren 


4 



48 

1 


65 

Bewick's Wren 







1 

1 ? 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 

4 

4 

1 

4 

1 


1 

32 1 

Eastern Bluebird 

3 

88 



81 

54 


587; 

Mountain Bluebird 

8 







8 

"Townsend's Solitaire 

67 



4 


1 

41 

120 ? 

Hermit Thrush 


1 


cw 




4 

American Robin 

839 

1433 

19 

937 

476 

153 

169 

6396 

Northern Mockingbird 


1 






11 

i Brown Thrasher 

1 







2 

European Starling 

204 

2175 

6281 

250444 

1581 

449 

1023 

268232 

Cedar Waxwing 

27 

103 

8 

5 

48 

19 

17 

661 

■ 

Lapland Longspur 

85 

1 



28 



405 

Snow Bunting 

15 







74 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 

13 

6 





1 

25 

Spotted Towhee 





6 


1 

14 

Eastern Towhee 








2 

American Tree Sparrow 

136 

318 

242 

61 

545 

1025 

84 

4213 

Field Sparrow 








If 

Savannah Sparrow 








1 

Fox Sparrow 


12 



8 



44 

Song Sparrow 

27 

2 


1 

81 


9 

200 
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2012-2013 Christmas Bird Count 



Ames 

Beaver Valley 

BOL-Seward 

Calamus-Loup 

Crawford 

DeSoto-Boyer 

Grand Island 

Harrison 

Lincoln's Sparrow 






2 



Swamp Sparrow 






12 



White-throated Sparrow 

1 





19 

10 


Harris's Sparrow 

23 


97 

20 


207 

28 


White-crowned Sparrow 



3 



27 



Sparrow sp. 






1 



Dark-eyed Junco 

232 

51 

618 

203 

77 

838 

245 

7 

Slate-colored 



300 


7 



1 

Oregon 



5 


3 



4 

: Pink-sided 









unspecified subspecies 

232 

51 

313 

203 

67 

838 

245 

2 

Northern Cardinal 

56 

2 

148 

14 


116 

74 


Dickcissel 









Red-winged Blackbird 

416 

34 

326 

339 


152 

76 


Western Meadowlark 




3 

5 

1 

369 


Meadowlark sp. 

119 


86 



95 



Rusty Blackbird 



1 






Brewer's Blackbird 









Common Grackle 

1 



2 



1 


Great-tailed Grackle 









Brown-headed Cowbird 




2 





Purple Finch 

4 


25 



1 



House Finch 

14 


203 

29 


17 

31 


Red Crossbill 









Common Redpoll 




176 

73 

239 


30 

Pine Siskin 



552 

45 


78 

2 


American Goldfinch 

135 

12 

283 

221 

3 

224 

134 


House Sparrow 

308 

41 

370 

75 

99 

436 

480 

87 










TOTAL SPECIES 

66 

25 

79 

66 

24 

73 

65 

24 

TOTAL INDIVIDUALS 

7,049 

446 

7,999 

12,508 

921 

7,357 

13,372 

361; 
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2012-2013 Christmas Bird Count 



Lake McConaughy 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

North Platte 

Omaha 

Ponca SP 

Scottsbluff 

TOTAL 

Lincoln's Sparrow 





2 

2 


6 

Swamp Sparrow 

2 




11 



25 

White-throated Sparrow 


11 



10 



51 f 

Harris's Sparrow 

1 

73 

36 


217 

16 

cw 

718 

White-crowned Sparrow 

24 

1 




4 

65 

124 

Sparrow sp. 








1 

Dark-eyed Junco 

625 

866 

318 

56 

808 

143 

205 

5292 

f Slate-colored 


319 


46 




673 

; Oregon 


4 


4 




20 

S Pink-sided 




6 




6 

j unspecified subspecies 

625 

543 

318 


808 

143 

205 

4593 

Northern Cardinal 

21 

228 

33 

14 

176 

24 

2 

908 

Dickcissel 


2 






2 

Red-winged Blackbird 

463 

207 

221 

1415 

1416 

77 

1561 

6703 

Western Meadowlark 

15 

24 

113 

11 

cw 

27 

65 

633 

Meadowlark sp. 

290 

27 



103 



720 

Rusty Blackbird 

3 




1 



5: 

Brewer's Blackbird 

4 







4 

Common Grackle 

200 

5 


cw 

2 


1 

212 

Great-tailed Grackle 

1 



75 




76 

Brown-headed Cowbird 

400 


2 



1 


405 

Purple Finch 

1 

10 

cw 



1 

1 

43 

House Finch 

143 

70 

28 

76 

29 

2 

222 

864: 

Red Crossbill 


4 


13 



cw 

17 

Common Redpoll 

1 





22 


541 

Pine Siskin 

44 

136 

10 

4 

135 

71 

196 

1273| 

American Goldfinch 

253 

376 

44 

118 

224 

332 

330 

2689 

House Sparrow 

395 

573 

503 

103 

371 

115 

431 

4387 










TOTAL SPECIES 

111 

79 

54 

67 

75 

58 

72 

139 

TOTAL INDIVIDUALS 

67,094 

14,241 

14,837 

299,344 

19,751 

21,586 

23,924 

510,790 
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NEBRASKA ORNITHOLOGISTS' UNION TREASURER'S REPORT December 31, 2012 



General 

Breeding 

Scholarship Endowment 

CHECKING 

Funds 

Bird Atlas 

Fund 

Fund Total 

Jan. 1, 2012 Balance - Checking 

3,484.26 

83.93 

430.74 

500.001 4.498.93 1 

RECEIPTS 





Memberships 

3,055.00 



3,055.00 

Subscriptions 

425.00 



425.00 

Donations-Raffle/Silent Auction/Gen 

684.00 


54.95 

738.95 

T-shirt Orders 

610.00 



610.00 

NBR-old copies 

4.00 



4.00 

Spring Meet-Broken Bow-2012 

1,591.85 



1,591.85 

Fall Meet-Bellevue-2012 

3,458.00 



3,458.00 

Interest from Endowment 

176.40 



176.40 

NE Environmental Trust Grant 


6,694.56 


6,694.56 

Transfer from Atlas CD 


575.18 


575.18 

Transfer from Closed Savings 

4,176.87 

120.43 

658.92 

4,956.22 

Sub-total Receipts 

14,181.12 

7,390.17 

713.87 

0.00 22,285.16 

DISBURSEMENTS 





Spring Meet-Broken Bow-2012 

1,338.34 



1,338.34 

Fall Meet-Bellevue-2012 

2,808.80 



2,808.80 

Spring Meet-Covenant Cedars-2013 

1,980.00 



1,980.00 

NBR-Jun,Sept,Dec2011&Mar 2012 

2,528.58 



2,528.58 

Newsletter - Printing 

190.40 



190.40 

Postage 

310.90 



310.90 

T-shirt Printing 

481.90 



481.90 

Accuity Insurance 

251.00 



251.00 

Hostek Website 

99.95 



99.95 

Nebraska Printing-new cards 

613.65 



613.65 

Wayne Mollhoff 


7,329.06 


7,329.06 

Transfer to Endowment 




500.00 500.00 

Sub-total Disbursements 

10,603.52 

7,329.06 

0.00 

500.00 18,432.58 

December 31, 2012 Balance-Checking 

7,061.86 

145.04 

1,144.61 

0.00 8.3515TI 

SAVINGS Closed, balance to checking 





CERTIFICATES QF DEPOSIT 





Jan. 1, 2012 Balance - CDs 

6,652.52 

6,557.14 


35,240.201 48,449.86 1 

Principal Additions 




500.00 500.00 

Interest Received/Accrued 

33.93 

18.04 


177.67 229.64 

Transferred to checking 


-575.18 


-176.40 (751.581 

December 31, 2012 Balance - CDs 

6,686.45 

6,000.00 


35.741.47 48,427.92 1 

Maturity 

39,863.00 

39,922.00 


39,990.00 

CD Annual Rates 

0.50% 

0.30% 


0.50% 

Endowment Principal 




35,652.00 


[ 56,779.43] 


Grand Total 
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SPRING FIELD REPORT, Mar 2013 to May 2013 

Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 


INTRODUCTION 

This spring season was notable for unusual migration patterns. Western 
birds are showing up in the east in greater numbers each year, with Lazuli Bunting 
the prime example. There were 17 Lazulis reported east of Grand Island. Black¬ 
headed Grosbeak has been a rare find east of Grand Island, with only 5 previous 
sightings; now there have been 9, including 3 in the extreme east. There were more 
Black-headeds east than Rose-breasteds west, the reverse of the usual situation. 
Western Grebes and Sandhill Cranes also came east in greater numbers, as did 
Cinnamon Teal. On the other hand, there was a most unexpected small influx of 
about 6 Eastern Towhees (by phenotype, call, and song) into Scotts Bluff Co, an 
unprecedented event; they appeared to happily hang out with the local Spotteds. 

Shorebirds also exhibited some unusual behaviors. Willets were more 
numerous and tardy in the east, lingering well past their breeding dates. Also 
easterly were Long-billed Curlew, until the last 2 years (and still) an extremely rare 
occurrence, Whimbrel, which also was early, and Marbled Godwit, which, along 
with Hudsonian Godwit, congregated in huge numbers near the town of Niobrara and 
were present throughout the east in larger numbers than usual. As well a$ this 
eastward push by larger shorebirds, smaller species arrived early: White-rumped 
Sandpiper, Short- and Long-billed Dowitcher, and Stilt Sandpiper. Most of the 
swallows were early, too. 

Rarities were not much in evidence, with one major exception: a 
resplendent male Hooded Oriole in the tiny town of Garrison, Butler Co. Much less 
sexy, but possibly of greater ornithological significance, was Nebraska’s first spring 
record of Rufous Hummingbird. Finally, there was an intriguing report of a 
Swallow-tailed Kite, a rarity that is long overdue to be re-documented in Nebraska. 


ABBREVIATIONS 
ad: adult 

ADF: Arbor Day Farm, Nebraska City 
BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co 
CL: Carter L, Omaha 
fern: female 

FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 
Cem: Cemetery 

GPD: Gavins Point Dam, Cedar/Knox Cos 
HCR: Harlan Co Res, Harlan Co 
HL: Holmes L, Lincoln 

ICSP: Indian Cave SP, Nemaha and Richardson Cos 
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imm: immature 

JS: Jack Sinn Memorial WMA, Saunders and Lancaster Cos 
juv: juvenile 

LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co 
LBN: Lakes Babcock & North, Platte Co 
LO: L Ogallala, Keith Co 
LW: L Wanahoo, Saunders Co 
m.ob.: many observers 

MW: Mercer Woods, private property near 40th and Cuming Sts, Omaha 

NM: National Monument 

NWR: National Wildlife Refuge 

PL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co 

PP: Pioneers Park, Lincoln 

PRSP: Platte River SP, Cass Co 

PSP: Ponca SP, Dixon Co 

Res: Reservoir 

RWB: wetland complex in several counties of south-central and southeast Nebraska 
SBNM: Scotts Bluff National Monument, Scotts Bluff Co 
SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 

SP: State Park 

WGP: Walnut Grove Park, Omaha 

WHNC: Wildcat Hills Nature Center, Scotts Bluff Co 

WP: Wilderness Park, Lincoln 

WSR: Wind Springs Ranch, southern Sioux Co 

OBSERVERS 

AD: Ann Duey, Scottsbluff 

AF: Andrew Furman, Wahoo 

AG: Alan Grenon, Bellevue 

AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering 

AP: Andrew Pierson, Gering 

ARy: A1 Reyer, Bellevue 

A.S: Amy Sheffield, Omaha 

AW: Anita Watkins, Venango 

BDB: Barbara DiBemard, Lincoln 

BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City 

BG: Betty Grenon, Bellevue 

BP: Bhalchandra Pujari, Lincoln 

BW: Bob Wells, Omaha 

C&DJ: Chuck & Donna Johnson, Crofton 

CC: Chuck Coyle, Omaha 

CG: Callie Gesmundo, Vermilion, SD 

CGa: Carolyn Gann, Bishop, CA 

CH: Chris Helzer, Lincoln 

CM: Chris Merkord, Grand Forks, ND 

CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue 
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CW: Colin Woolley, Denver, CO 

D&CN: Don & Colleen Noecker, Albion 

D&JP: Don and Jan Paseka, Ames 

DH: Dave Heidt, Norfolk 

DL: Dan Leger, Lincoln 

DSt: Dave Stage, Elkhorn 

EA: Edward Allen, Lincoln 

EB: Elliott Bedows, Bellevue 

G&WH: Glen & Wanda Hoge, Alma 

GR: Gary Roberts, Fremont 

HKH: Helen K. Hughson, Mitchell 

J&MS: Joel & Marcel Such, Lewellen 

JaG: Janet Greer, Council Bluffs, IA 

JB: Jo Bartikoski, Omaha 

JBe: Jay Belsan, Ogallala 

JC: John Carlini, Lincoln 

JG: Joe Gubanyi, Seward 

JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln 

JGr: Jonas Grundman, Omaha 

JH: Joan Hackett, Venice 

JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield 

JLC: Jill Liske-Clark, Grand Island 

JLL: Jeanine L. Lackey, Doniphan 

JM: Jeanne Miller, Bennington 

JMa: Joe Manning, Omaha 

JMu: John Murphy, Kearney 

JO: Jim Ochsner, Ogallala 

JP: Jim Petersen, North Platte 

JR: Justin Rink, Omaha 

JS: Jennifer Smith, Ainsworth 

JT: Jerry Toll, Omaha 

JWH: John W. Hall, Omaha 

JY: Jen Yantachka, Lamar, CO 

K&KH: Kirk & Kyle Huffstater, North Platte 

KC: Ken Carnes, Lincoln 

KCo: Katharine Cohen, Beatrice 

KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell 

KP: Kevin Poague, Lincoln 

KS: Kent Skaggs, Kearney 

KSc: Kathy Schwery, Plattsmouth 

L&BP: Loren and Babs Padelford, Bellevue 

LD: Linda Deeds, North Platte 

LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln 

LF: Larry Falk, Nebraska City 

LJH: Luke J. Hamilton, Bridgeport 

LN: Larry Nahm, Bishop, CA 

LR: Lanny Randolph, Kearney 
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LS: Larry Snyder, Kimball 

LSt: Levi Stone, Lewellen 

M&HP: Myron & Holly Peterson, Blair 

MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton 

MC: Mark Czaplewski, Lincoln 

MCo: Mark Cornelius, Pickrell 

MN: Marsha Nyffeler, Columbus 

MR: Mike Remund, Tecumseh 

MRa: Mike Rader, Topeka, KS 

MS: Marie Smith, Gering 

MUs: Moni Usasz, Lincoln 

MW: Matt Walker, Brady 

MY: Matt Young, Ithaca, NY 

NP: Neva Pruess, Lincoln 

NR: Neal Ratzlaff, Omaha 

NV: Nick Varvel, Olathe, KS 

NVR: Nate Von Rentzall, Seward 

NW: Nate Walker, Beatrice 

PD: Paul Dunbar, Hastings 

PH: Paula Hoppe, Colon 

PJ: Pete Janzen, Wichita, KS 

PR: Paul Roisen, Sioux City, IA 

PS: Phil Swanson, Omaha 

PT: Phyllis Trine, Madison 

RF: Randy Floyd, Hayes Center 

RH: Robin Harding, Kearney 

RL: Roger Lawson, Curtis 

RM: Ryan Munes, Menomonie, WI 

RMa: Robert Manning, Omaha 

RR: Ryan Risher, Pittsgrove, NJ 

RS: Rick Schmid, Omaha 

RSg: Ruben Siegfried, Gering 

RSt: Ruth Steams, Lincoln 

RW: Rick Wright, Little Falls, NJ 

RZ: Roy Zimmerman, Kearney 

SB: Scott Buss, Norfolk 

SM: Steve Morris, Grand Island 

SMa: Sam Manning, Omaha 

SQ: Susan Quinn, Nebraska City 

SR: Samantha Robinson, Vermilion, SD 

SS: Shari Schwartz, Lincoln 

SSu: Shawn Sullivan, Vermilion, SD 

TEL: Thomas E. Labedz, Lincoln 

TG: Tom Gannon, Lincoln 

TH: Tim Hajda, Broken Bow 

TL: Tucker Lutter, Sioux City 

TJW: T.J. Walker, Brady 
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TL: Tucker Lutter, Sioux City, IA 
TM: Tom Mertins, Oshkosh 
VC: Virginia Clark, North Platte 
WF: William Flack, Kearney 
WM: Wayne Mollhoff, Ashland 
WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Greater White-fronted Goose: Although generally rare in the Panhandle, there 
were 3 reports: one at North Platte NWR 2 Mar (KD) was early, one was at 
Kiowa WMA, Scotts Bluff Co, 27 Apr (AK), and one was in Scotts Bluff Co 8 
May (KD). Late stragglers were 1-2 in Lancaster Co 9-12 May (LE). 

Snow Goose: Recent years have seen huge numbers in central Nebraska; a biologist 
estimated 1.5 million in a raft 2+ miles long and up to a half mile wide on HCR 
27 Mar (TJW), and 1 million were in central Nebraska 8 Mar (CNK). An 
apparently injured bird was still in western Douglas Co 26 May (JR), and 
another was at BOL 25 May (LE). The 100,000 at DeSoto NWR, Washington 
Co, 21 Mar were the most there since 2007 (JT). 

Ross’s Goose: Best count was the 2000 at BOL 20 Mar (LE), 3rd highest spring tally 
on record. 

Cackling Goose: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring migrant. 

Canada Goose: Earliest fledged goslings reported were near North Platte 25 Apr 
(JP); earliest on record are in early Apr. 

Trumpeter Swan: This species is commonly reported in spring migration, usually in 
small groups compared to the larger wintering groups; best count was 9 at CL 4 
Mar (JR). The 1-2 birds in western Douglas Co 20-21 Apr (JR, CNK) raised the 
possibility of breeding, but none was reported. 

Tundra Swan: This species is a rare spring migrant almost always in Mar; one was 
at CL 4-6 Mar (JGr, JR), and a short-necked swan flew across 1-80 near 
Maxwell 27 Mar (TJW). 

Mandarin Duck: The resplendent male at Pier Park, Grand Island, continued to 
show the fern Wood Ducks there what a real Aix male should look like until 3 
Mar (JLC). 

Wood Duck: The surprisingly large wintering group at Pier Park, Grand Island, had 
diminished to 12 by 3 Mar (JLC); the record-spring-high count of 100 at FF 17 
Mar (JR) was likely made up of migrants. First brood reported was in Nemaha 
Co 24 May (LE), about average. 

Gadwall: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring migrant. 

Eurasian Wigeon: Typical of most springs was the single report: one was in Clay 
Co 14 Mar (PD, photo). 

American Wigeon: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring migrant. 

American Black Duck: The only report was of one at DeSoto NWR 8 Mar (PD); 
spring sightings are far less common than those in fall for this seemingly 
declining species. 

Mallard: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring migrant. 
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Blue-winged Teal: The 800 at LW 14 Apr (CNK) was a good count; highs are in the 
range of 1000-2500. Two in Lancaster Co 9 Mar (JGJ) were rather early; most 
arrive in mid-Mar. 

Cinnamon Teal: There was a surprising number of easterly birds; there were only 
about 40 such previous records in all, but this spring alone there were 6. All 
were singles 31 Mar-25 Apr (m. ob.), including one that remained at HL 20-25 
Apr (LE, m.ob.). 

Northern Shoveler: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring 
migrant. 

Northern Pintail: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring migrant. 

Green-winged Teal: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring 
migrant. 

Canvasback: Two at LO 20 May (JGJ) were tardy, although not unexpected there, 
near the Sandhills breeding area. 

Redhead: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring migrant. 

Ring-necked Duck: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring 
migrant. 

Greater Scaup: Reports were numerous, from central Nebraska eastward, but only 
of small numbers of birds (m. ob.). Late for this species, and two of the latest 3 
spring records, were a fern in Douglas Co 26 May (JR) and a single in Polk Co 
19 May (DH). 

Lesser Scaup: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring migrant. 

Surf Scoter: An alternate male was a surprise on the Missouri River in northwestern 
Dixon Co 20 May (RM, CM, photo). This the 8th documented spring record, 
and 2nd-latest by one day. 

Long-tailed Duck: There were no reports of this rare but regular spring migrant. 

Bufflehead: The 300 at LW 14 Apr (CNK) was 3rd-highest spring tally on record. 

Common Goldeneye: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant. 

Barrow’s Goldeneye: One at Scottsbluff SL for about a week was re-found 1 Mar 
(KD); such western winter birds are likely from the Rocky Mountain breeding 
population, but the few spring records, most in the Missouri River Valley, are 
likely of birds from the Great Lakes. Only the 12th spring record was a fern at 
CL 2-15 Mar (JR, m.ob.). 

Hooded Merganser: High spring counts range from 68-100, and so the 64 at LW 12 
Apr (JGJ) and 62 at BOL 11 Mar (LE) were good counts. 

Common Merganser: Reports were routine for this abundant winter resident and 
spring migrant. 

Red-breasted Merganser: There were more reports than usual for this uncommon 
spring migrant, most from the east, including a good count of 75 in Cedar Co 2 
Apr (JJ). Rare in the west, one was at Winters Creek L, Scotts Bluff Co, 24 Apr 
(AP), and a fern was in Morrill Co 4 May (KD, LJH). 

Ruddy Duck: The 548 at BOL 2 Apr (LE) was 4th-highest on record. 

Northern Bobwhite: Reports were routine? for this locally common resident mostly 
of the south and east. 

Gray Partridge: The only reports were from a northern Antelope Co site near 
Creighton of 2 birds 24-25 Apr and 20 May (MB). This species is currently at a 
low ebb. 
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Ring-necked Pheasant: Two reports indicated at least local declines in numbers, 
likely caused by drought in Lincoln Co (TJW) and habitat destruction in Dixon 
Co (JJ). 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Reports were routine for this locally common resident. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: Numbers were down from last year based on transect 
counts in McPherson Co, likely due to dry conditions (TJW). Numbers were 
good in Knox Co, where 70 were counted on 5 booming grounds 7 Apr (MB), 
and a serious attempt to increase their numbers was made by birds booming on 
ice at Harvard WPA, Clay Co, 20 Mar (JGJ). 

Wild Turkey: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

Red-throated Loon: Only the 5th documented spring report was of one at Standing 
Bear L, Omaha, 21-23 Apr (SMa, RMa, GR). 

Pacific Loon: The lone report was of one at BOL 7 Apr (LE), only the 5th spring 
record. 

Common Loon: One in alternate plumage at Willow Creek Res, Pierce Co, 31 May 
(D&JP) was record late for one in that plumage. Most late May sightings are of 
immatures; failed breeders may appear in mid-Jun. 

Pied-billed Grebe: Second-highest spring count on record was the 114 at BOL 10 
Apr (LE). 

Horned Grebe: Noteworthy sightings were the flock of 25 at Crescent L NWR 6 
May (TM) and a rather late bird in alternate plumage in southwestern Butler Co 
28 May (JG, CNK). 

Eared Grebe: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant westward, fairly 
common in the east. 

Western Grebe: The 5 reports from the east 16 Apr-26 May (m. ob.), where 
uncommon, provided a good showing, including 5 in Pierce Co 19 Apr (DH). 
“Thousands” were at LM by 4 Apr (TJW), followed by an estimate of 4000 
there 19 Apr (PD). 

Clark’s Grebe: Three singles were reported, all in the west as expected: in Grant Co 
24 Apr (WF), Scotts Bluff Co, 28 Apr (KD), and Dawes Co 25 May (NV). 

Neotropic Cormorant: Second-earliest on record was one at BOL 31 Mar (DL, BP); 
most of the 16 documented records are from mid-Jun through Sep. 

Double-crested Cormorant: Third-highest spring tally on record was the 3537 at 
BOL 25 Apr (LE). 

American White Pelican: The “low thousands” at HCR 27 Mar (TJW) was in the 
range of high counts, 2700 and 2390, both at LM. 

American Bittern: Reports were routine for this uncommon statewide spring 
migrant. 

Least Bittern: None were reported; this is an uncommon spring migrant in the east. 

Great Blue Heron: Birds were attending nests at rookeries near Melbeta and at LO 
by 13 Mar (JGJ). Earliest arrival at rookeries is in late Feb in Nebraska. 

Great Egret: Rare in the Panhandle, one was in Scotts Bluff Co 11 May (AK); 
another was nearby in Lincoln Co 6 May (VC). There are fewer than 30 records 
from the Panhandle. 

Snowy Egret: Best count was the 3 at LW 23 Apr (JJ); most reports are of solitary 
birds. 
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Little Blue Heron: Only 2 were reported, about the norm for spring: one was at LW 
30 Apr (AF) and 8 May (PH) and the other was at Burchard L SRA, Pawnee Co, 
28 May (MR, photo). 

Cattle Egret: Although widely reported, numbers were on the low side; best count 
was only 21, at LW 25 Apr (JSt). Uncommon westward and rare in the 
Panhandle, one was near North Platte 13 May (TJW) and 3 were there 24 May 
(JP). 

Green Heron: Least common northwestward, one was in Wheeler Co 20 May (LE). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: Early dates are 29 Mar-2 Apr, and so an ad at BOL 2 
Apr (LE) was rather early. Two at PL 7 Apr (CR, LE) were also pushing the 
envelope. 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: Rare in spring, only one was reported, that in 
Dakota Co 21 Apr (RMo). 

Glossy Ibis: The only report was of one at Harvard WPA, Clay Co, 13 May (PD, 
photo). After a plethora of records 2005-2012, reports seem to have declined, 
possibly as observers are putting less effort into combing through flocks of 
White-faced Ibis. One at HCR 28 Apr (G&WH) was a possible, but not 
conclusively identified. 

White-faced Ibis: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide spring 
migrant. 

Turkey Vulture: Arrival was timely; first reported was a single in Douglas Co 8 
Mar (LE). First arrivals are likely breeding birds, and immatures arrive mostly 
in late Mar and Apr and begin to form the well-known summer roosts. In 
Beatrice numbers of roosting birds had increased markedly by 29 Mar (KCo), 
and best counts were achieved in Lancaster Co 7 Apr, when a record-high spring 
tally of 95 was roosting at BOL (LE). 

Osprey: Nesting attempts continue, all in the west, but with little success. A single 
bird was carrying nest material to a new site across Winters Creek L, Scotts 
Bluff Co, from the established nest platform 24 Apr (KD); 2 birds were tending 
the platform site beginning 24 Apr, with one sitting on the nest 28 Apr (KD). 
Another new site is south of Mitchell, where a lone bird was seen 24 Apr (KD). 
The platform near Riverside Park, Scottsbluff, had 2 birds in attendance 24 Apr 
(KD) and 21 May (WF). A power pole nest established just east of Lewellen 
last year was blown down by 21 May this year (WM, JGJ). The tree site along 
the north shore of LM appears to be abandoned (JGJ), and no reports were 
received from the Keystone platform site. 

Swallow-tailed Kite: An intriguing report was received of a bird along the Niobrara 
between Fort Falls and Berry Bridge 26 May by an observer familiar with the 
species (JY); details included that “the dark tail was clearly forked and it was 
soaring gracefully the entire time we were watching it.” There has been an 
uptick of sightings in the upper Great Plains recently, including Colorado and 
Iowa. There are no Nebraska records since 1910. 

Mississippi Kite: Early arrival is in late Apr, but there are a few records 9-15 Apr; 
an imm was in Lancaster Co 13 Apr (LE). Arrival at the regular site in Ogallala 
was 15 May (JO), and the nesting pair in North Platte re-appeared 16 May 
(TJW). The only reports away from these sites were of singles over FF 21 May 
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(CNK), at Hormel Park, Fremont, 17 and 23 May (GR, D&JP), and at Imperial 
27 May (LR, RH). 

Bald Eagle: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident and spring 
migrant. 

Northern Harrier: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Reports were routine for this uncommon statewide spring 
migrant. 

Cooper’s Hawk: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide resident and 
spring migrant. 

Northern Goshawk: A typical spring for this rare migrant produced 2 reports: 
singles in Madison Co 15 Mar (DH) and Bellevue Cem 11 May (L&BP), the 
latter rather late. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: The 4 sightings were encouraging, albeit of singles, for this 
rare migrant and very low-density breeder in the southeast: Burt Co 3 Mar (JT), 
Seward Co 23 Apr (NVR fide JG), FF 29 Apr (EB), and southeast Washington 
Co 5 May (JT). 

Broad-winged Hawk: The numerous reports were mostly in the east and likely 
migrants, although reports after mid-May were from sites where breeding is 
likely, FF (CNK, L&BP, LE, SMa) and North Platte (TJW). Breeding occurred 
at North Platte last year and an ad had returned by 20 May (TJW). Westerly 
reports have increased in recent years, with these this spring: 5 May in Frontier 
Co (LR, RH), 11 May in Scotts Bluff Co (RSg, AK, KD), and 2 on 11 May at 
HCR (PJ). 

Swainson’s Hawk: A “very dark morph” bird was in southern Garden Co 17 May 
(LJH); limited data suggest that about 5% of this species in Nebraska are dark 
morphs. 

Red-tailed Hawk: A dark morph (western?) bird was in southeastern Washington 
Co as late as 9 May (JT), and a “Harlan’s” hawk was rather late for this form in 
Merrick Co 14 Apr (LR, RH). An “Eastern” bird was tending a nest in Douglas 
Co 3 Mar (JM), a little earlier than usual. 

Ferruginous Hawk: Wintering birds are found regularly to central NE; one in Clay 
Co 16 Mar (LE) was thus not unexpected. 

Rough-legged Hawk: An amazing count was the 28 around Niobrara 17 Mar (MB); 
previous high for spring was 12. One in Morrill Co 4 May (KD) was tardy; last 
dates are 19-20 May. 

Golden Eagle: As a finishing touch to last winter’s easterly move by ads of this 
species, one was in Butler Co 15 Mar (CNK). 

Virginia Rail: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide spring migrant. 

Sora: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide spring migrant. 

American Coot: There were several high counts this spring, including 4000 at LW 
23 Apr (JJ), and 3000 at CL both 14 and 21 Apr (JR). These are the 2nd- and 
3rd-highest spring counts on record. 

Sandhill Crane: Reports from Kiowa WMA, Scotts Bluff Co, were the only ones 
from previously known breeding sites: 2 ads were there 7 Mar (AP) and 6 Apr 
(KD), and one on 3 May, when hopefully the mate was nesting (KD). Possibly 
nesting nearby were 2 seen flying towards Clear Creek Marshes from the 
Lewellen bridge over the North Platte River 21 May (WM), and one heard at a 
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small wetland in Pawnee Co 29 Apr (JC, SS). Possibly overlooked in the annual 
excitement over central Nebraska cranes are sizeable groups in regular locations 
farther west; 20,000 were west of North Platte and in the Hershey area 12 Mar 
(TJW), and 5000 were at Winters Creek L, Scotts Bluff Co, 24 Apr (AP). Rare 
in the east, 4 were at JS 18 Mar (JC, SS), and an influx 11-13 Apr had sightings 
on 11 Apr of 15 over Denton (KP), 30 over Sarpy Co (AG), 36 over Lincoln 
(LE), 4 at LW 12 Apr (JGJ), 2 at JS the same day (BDB) and 2 in Dixon Co 13 
Apr (JJ). Most were fly-overs, but 2 lingered at JS until 20 Apr (MUs). During 
the eastern influx, observers driving west on 1-80 first noted cranes in York Co, 
much farther east than usual (AG, BG). 

Whooping Crane: Reports were loutine for this locally uncommon spring migrant. 

Black-bellied Plover: Reports were routine for this uncommon statewide spring 
migrant. 

American Golden-Plover: Reports were routine for this locally common spring 
migrant, rare in the west. 

Snowy Plover: There were no reports of this rare statewide spring overshoot 
migrant. 

Semipalmated Plover: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide spring 
migrant. 

Piping Plover: Migrants were first noted in Sarpy Co 11 Apr (NR, AG, JGJ) and at 
breeding locations near Niobrara 21 Apr (MB, CNK). Best counts in the 
Niobrara area were 35 on 2 May (SSu) and 17 there 25 Apr (SSu). Numbers at 
LM are low currently due to reduced habitat; best count was 5 on 5 May (JGr). 

Killdeer: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant and 
summer resident. 

Mountain Plover: The first nest was found 8 May by the nest-marking crew in 
Kimball Co (LS); 17 nests had been marked by 23 May to protect them from 
farm equipment (LS; see the excellent website at http://rmbo.org/v3/Home/ 
tabid/4 l/EntryId/58/First-Mountain-Plover-Nest-of-the-Season-Found.aspx). 

Black-necked Stilt: A single appeared rather early near Niobrara 13 Apr, a first 
Knox Co record (DH, MB), and there were scattered reports elsewhere. The 
only reports from the east were of 1-3 at LW 15-21 May (JGJ, TG). Copulation 
was observed (and photographed) near North Platte 14 May (VC). 

American Avocet: Previous high count for spring was 354, but a remarkable 
aggregation of shorebirds near Niobrara included 429 avocets 23 Apr (MB), 
increasing to 600-700 on 25 Apr (MB, CNK et al.). Although generally 
uncommon in the east, good numbers were reported there, topped by the 100 at 
LBN 29 Apr (PD) and 62 at HL 6 May (LE). 

Spotted Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide spring 
migrant and uncommon summer resident. 

Solitary Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide spring 
migrant. > 

Greater Yellowlegs: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide spring 
migrant. 

Willet: As with American Avocet, this species, although generally uncommon in the 
east, was widely reported, including an excellent count of 24 in southeastern 
Washington Co 8 May (CNK). Egg dates and migration timing centers around 



60 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vol. 81 No. 2 


late April, and so the relatively large numbers in the east in late May were 
unexpected: 12 were at LBN 28 May (L&BP) and 3 were at LW 15 May (JGJ). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant. 

Upland Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this fairly common spring migrant and 
summer resident. 

Whimbrel: Seven were reported, a good showing for this rare migrant; reports were 
unusually easterly and early. One was in Madison Co 20 Apr (DH), another at 
LBN 30 Apr (MN), 2 in Morrill Co 4-6 May (KD, LJH), and 3 in northeastern 
Cass Co 25 May (CNK). The Apr reports cited here are only the 11th and 12th 
for Apr; most move through in mid-May. 

Long-billed Curlew: As with Whimbrel, there were rare eastern records, to date the 
only ones for this species east of the RWB: one was at a sod farm in Sarpy Co 
13 Apr (RMa, m.ob.), one was at JS 15 Apr (RSt, photo), and 2 birds likely this 
species were near Talmage 27 Apr (JR). The 23 at LM 20 Apr (PD) was a good 
count; the only higher counts are 30 and 26. 

Hudsonian Godwit: A record high count of 1200 on 21 Apr was part of huge 
aggregation of shorebirds near Niobrara (MB). Three at JS on 7 Apr (DL, RSt, 
RMa) were 2nd-earliest on record by a day; 20 were there 2 days later (AG). 
One near North Platte 6 May (TJW) was westerly, where unexpected. One 
observed in Madison Co this spring (DH) was banded in Chiloe, Chile, Jan 
2008; this species is indeed a long-distance migrant! 

Marbled Godwit: Previous high count for this species in spring was 264; the huge 
aggregation of shorebirds near Niobrara (MB) contained an estimated 900-1100 
Marbled Godwits 23-25 Apr (MB, CNK et al.). Generally uncommon in the 
east, Marbleds appeared there in good numbers, including 75 at LBN 29 Apr 
(PD) and 40 in Madison Co 20 Apr (DH). One at PL 7 Apr (LE) was rather 
early, and one in Butler Co 28 May (PR) was one day short of record-late. 
Reasons for the protracted, eastward-shifted migration (normally these birds 
pass through mostly central and western Nebraska in a tight window Apr 15-30) 
and the large aggregation near Niobrara are conjectural. 

Ruddy Turnstone: This was a good showing for this usually rare Nebraska migrant, 
with some 65 reported, and, like Marbled Godwit, its migration period was more 
protracted than usual. The 2 at LBN 29 Apr (PD) were second-earliest on 
record; numbers there were excellent throughout, peaking at 20 on the rather late 
date of 26 May (SMa). Best count for the period, however, was the 22 at L W 15 
May (JGJ); high single location count is 42. All reports were, as expected, from 
the east. 

Sanderling: Best count reported was the 70 at LM 20 May (JGJ); high counts are 
142-372, also from LM. 

Semi pa! mated Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring 
migrant. 

Western Sandpiper: The 3 reports of this rare migrant involved 6 birds: 2 near 
Niobrara 29 Apr (PD), 1-3 at LBN 30 Apr-5 May (MN, CNK, SMa), and one in 
Film ore Co 8 May (JGJ). 

Least Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant. 

White-rumped Sandpiper: Arrival was rather early, with 5 reports in late Apr, led 
off by a single in Gage Co 25 Apr (JGJ), 4th-earliest on record. Singles were at 
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JS 27 Apr (SMa), in northeastern Nebraska 28 Apr (SB), 3 were near Niobrara 
29 Apr (PD), and 2 were at LBN 30 Apr (CNK). 

Baird’s Sandpiper: One in Clay Co 14 Mar (PD) was rather early; earliest dates are 
8-9 Mar. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this common eastward and rare 
westward spring migrant. 

Dunlin: By far a new high count was the 350-400 on 24-25 Apr within the shorebird 
aggregation near Niobrara (CNK); previous high was 235. Only casual in the 
west, a first county record for Scotts Bluff Co was one there 11 May (KD, AK); 
this is only the 8th spring record from Lincoln Co westward. 

Stilt Sandpiper: One at JS 13 Apr (SMa) was rather early; earliest dates are 9-10 
Apr. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this fairly common Rainwater 
Basin spring migrant. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: Earliest on record by 4 days were the 3 at North Platte 16 
Apr (TJW, details); the only other Apr report was of 5 at LBN 30 Apr (CNK, 
details). There are very few reports of this species in Apr. One in Butler Co 28 
May (PR) was 3rd-latest on record, thus the migration period was much more 
extended than the expected 9-20 May with more reports and birds than usual, a 
total of around 40 birds (m. ob.). 

Long-billed Dowitcher: Four in Gage Co 9 Mar (JGJ) were 3rd-earliest on record. 
The 600 near Niobrara was a good single-location tally; highest counts at single 
sites are 1670 and 1300. 

Wilson’s Snipe: The 50 at Whitehead Saline Wetlands, Lancaster Co, 26 Apr (KC) 
was a good tally; high spring counts range from 77 to 130. . 

American Woodcock: Reports were routine for this uncommon eastern migrant and 
summer resident. 

Wilson’s Phalarope: Reports were routine for this abundant westward, common in 
the east, spring migrant. 

Red-necked Phalarope: This species is rare eastward; the only report was of 4 at 
LBN 23 May (MN). 

Bonaparte’s Gull: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide spring 
migrant 

Laughing Gull: Only the 6th documented for spring (Apr-May) was one molting 
from first winter to first summer plumages at LBN 19 May (SMa, JMa, RMa, 
photo). 

Franklin’s Gull: Highest estimate was the “tens of thousands” in western Douglas 
Co 19 Apr (JR), while highest count was the 12,592 at BOL 20 Apr (LE). Each 
method provided a record-high spring count, although the estimate method 
result could be interpreted as a minimum of 20,000. 

Mew Gull: There were 2 reports of singles from the Alma area, one at Alma SL 20 
Mar (JGJ) and one from HCR 26 Mar (CNK). The two sightings, along with a 
sighting there in mid-Feb, may have been of the same bird. A gull seen in poor 
weather at HL 17 Apr was considered likely this species, but could not be 
conclusively identified (LE). 

Ring-billed Gull: By late Apr, lingering Ring-billeds are mostly imms; none of the 
35 at Hedgefield WMA, Lancaster Co, 28 Apr were ads (WRS). 
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California Gull: An ad at LO 24 Mar (SMa) was at an expected location, and at 
somewhat less expected locations were 1-2 in Arthur Co rather early 8 Mar (JR, 
D&JP) and 1-2 at L Minatare, Scotts Bluff Co, 4-8 May (KD). As well, an imm 
in Knox Co 21 May (MB, photo), and 2 ads in Hastings 5 May (PD, photo) were 
easterly. 

Herring Gull: Ads are rare in the state after Apr; a near-ad, 3rd-cycle bird, was at 
LBN 28 May (L&BP). 

Thayer’s Gull: The usual few were at LM, a juv 20 Apr (PD), first-year birds 23 
Mar (SMa) and 4 Apr (TJW), a 3rd-year bird 8 Mar (JR), and an ad 4 Apr 
(TJW). Reports from the east included 1-2 in Lancaster Co 27-31 Mar (LE, 
DL). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: Now a regular spring and fall migrant, the usual few 
appeared, with all age groups represented: 1-2 were at LM 13 Mar-5 May (JGJ, 
PD, JGr), 1 -2 at BOL 20 Mar-27 Apr (LE, L&BP), and one in Knox Co 11 Apr 
(MB). The bird at LM 5 May (JGr) was only the third record for May for the 
state. 



This immature Laughing Gull was photographed by Joe Manning at Lake Babcock and Lake 
North, Platte Co, 19 May. 


Glaucous-winged Gull: The cooperative bird at LM, first found 16 Feb (JGJ), 
lingered until 23 Mar (RMa, SMa, m. ob.). It is the 3rd documented report; 
other records are from LM in 1995 and LO in 2000. 

Glaucous Gull: There were 3 reports, of 6 birds in all: 4 (2 first-winter, one 3rd- 
winter, one ad) at LM 8 Mar (JR et al.), a probable 2nd-winter at HCR 26 Mar 
(CNK), and a single rather late near Niobrara 13 Apr (DH, MB). There are only 
3 later spring dates. 

Least Tern: Reports were routine for this fairly common eastern migrant, rarer 
westward. 
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Caspian Tern: The 6 reports (m. ob.) were within the tight window 2-9 May; all 
were of singles except for the 6 at BOL 6 May (LE). 

Black Tern: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant. 

Common Tern: There were 5 reports including 11 birds; the 2 on the Missouri River 
in Cedar Co 6 May (CG) were rather early, with only 3 earlier dates on record. 

Forster’s Tern: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant. 

Rock Pigeon: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: Copulation was noted in Lancaster Co 3 Mar (LE); 
reports for Nebraska to date suggest copulation begins late Feb. 

White-winged Dove: One appeared rather early in Gothenburg 27 Mar (TJW); early 
dates are 20-25 Mar. Numbers continue to increase; this spring there were 6 
reports in all: the Gothenburg bird, one at Rowe Sanctuary 12 Apr (RZ), as 
many as 4 in Brady 5-31 May in 2 pairs, with a nest being built 12 May (TJW), 
2 at a LM Feeder 14-15 May (JBe), one in Ogallala 20 May (JO), and one near 
Doniphan 30 May (JLL). 

Mourning Dove: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring migrant. 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Numbers were lower than usual; none were seen by veteran 
observers based in Dodge Co (D&JP) during the period, and none were reported 
from the Panhandle before the end of the period. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: There was only one report of this increasingly-rare species: 
one was in Knox Co 25 May (MB). 

Barn Owl: Reports of this species also seem to have declined, notably in its 
traditional southwest Nebraska stronghold. The only report was of one on 2 Apr 
at the opposite comer of the state, near Winnetoon, where it has been found each 
year since 2005 (MB). 

Eastern Screech-Owl: The unusual weather this spring may have been the cause of 
a fern using a monitored Sheridan Co nest box 9 May being 5 weeks behind her 
egg-laying schedule of last year (WM). A Wood Duck box in the observer’s 
Dixon Co yard was taken over by screech-owls; it had 2 ads and 2 juvs 24 May 

(JJ). 

Great Horned Owl: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

Snowy Owl: The tail end of this past winter’s echo of the major 2011-2012 invasion 
was marked by 2 reports: an ad fern was in northern Morrill Co 6 Mar (KD, AK) 
and a single was in Hayes Co 9 Mar (RF). These brought the total number of 
reports for this winter to 14. The highly-publicized bird that appeared on the 
Century Link building in downtown Omaha in late winter was rehabilitated and 
released near St Paul, Minnesota, 7 Mar (JB). 

Burrowing Owl: Reports were routine for this fairly common westerly summer 
resident. 

Barred Owl: This species is slowly expanding its range westward in southern river 
valleys; one was along the Little Blue River at Steele City, Jefferson Co, 6 Mar 
(JGJ), singles were in extreme southeastern Thayer Co along Rose Creek 29 
Mar (WF) and extreme south-central Saline Co along Swan Creek 28 Mar (WF), 
and, most surprising was one at Geneva Cem, Fillmore Co, 12 May (JGJ). This 
location is in the Turkey Creek drainage (tributary to the Big Blue River), and 
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the only other report from Fillmore Co was from the southeastern part of the 
county 11 Mar 2006 (LE), presumably also in the same drainage. Three young 
were in a nest box near Elkhom 26 Apr (DSt). 

Long-eared Owl: A nest was being tended at Buckskin Hills WMA, Dixon Co, 30 
Mar (BFH) where a pair nested in 2012 (BFH). An apparent migrant was at HL 
6 Apr where none were noted during winter (LE). Wintering birds that do not 
remain to breed usually depart in Apr. 

Short-eared Owl: Reports were routine for this uncommon nomadic statewide 
winter visitor. 

Common Nighthawk: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring 
migrant. 

Common Poorwill: Reports were routine for this common westerly spring migrant 
and summer resident. 

Chuck-will’s-widow: The 3 reports were from known locations: 5 were at ICSP 27 
Apr (JR), one was there 21 May (TG), and one was at Wiseman WMA, Cedar 
Co, 24 May (WF). Nebraska is at the northwest comer of this species’ summer 
range. 

Eastern Whip-poor-will: Reports were routine for this common eastern summer 
resident. 

Chimney Swift: Reports were routine for this common statewide (less common 
westward) spring migrant and summer resident. 

White-throated Swift: Reports were routine for this fairly common Panhandle 
spring migrant and uncommon summer resident. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Westernmost was a male in a Lincoln Co yard 15 
and 20 May (VC, photos). 

Rufous Hummingbird: The first spring record for Nebraska was an apparent fern at 
a LM feeder 17 May 2013 (JBe, photo). Another possible Rufous was in a 
Scotts Bluff Co yard 30-31 May (AD); identification was not conclusive, 
however. 

Belted Kingfisher: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide spring 
migrant and summer resident. 

Lewis’s Woodpecker: One less than a mile north of Harrison 21 May was 
considered a “likely migrant” (WM). There have been several summer reports 
in recent years from nearby Sowbelly Canyon. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: An ad at HCR 27 Mar (CNK) was rather early; most 
arrive in south-central Nebraska in Apr. Good numbers wintered in the 
southeast; 18 were at FF 3 Mar (CNK). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: Singles have appeared in the observer’s Scotts Bluff Co 
yard for a few years, with a pair there in 2011 (KD); the first showing of a pair 
since then was 10 May this year; they were still present at the end of the period 
(KD). 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Reports were routine for this uncommon easterly spring 
migrant. 
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This Rufous Hummingbird, photographed by Jay Belsan at his L McConaughy feeder 17 May, 
provided Nebraska's first spring record for this species. 


Downy Woodpecker: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

Hairy Woodpecker: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide resident. 

Northern Flicker: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant 
and resident. 

Pileated Woodpecker: This species probably occurs in small numbers along the 
entire Missouri River Valley north to Thurston Co; there are no reports as yet 
from Ponca SP. Northerly reports included one in Thurston Co at Winnebago 
Bend 1 Apr (TL) and one at DeSoto NWR 3 Mar (fide JaG). Adding to 2 
previous winter records along the Little Blue River in Jefferson Co was one just 
south of Jefferson 4 May (JGJ). Reports from this drainage are slowly 
increasing. 

American Kestrel: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant. 

Merlin: The long-distance migrant subspecies Falco columbarius columbarius is not 
known to winter in the state, but one in Washington Co 1 Mar (JR) was certainly 
a candidate, or at least a rather early migrant. Migration dates for this 
subspecies in Nebraska are 14 Mar-2 May. One in Lancaster Co 12 May (LE) 
was tardy; late dates are 20-25 May. 

Peregrine Falcon: Copulation by the resident birds at the Capitol Building in 
Lincoln was observed 7 Apr (JC, SS). A 4-year-old male named Niobrara was 
found dead at the Omaha nest site; it is likely he died in an attempt to take over 
the territory from the reigning male, Zeus (fide JGJ). 

Prairie Falcon: Rare easterly, singles were in Gage Co 14 Mar (LE) and York Co 16 
Mar (LE). The 4 in Scotts Bluff Co 7 Mar was a one-day high for the observer 
(KD) and for the state. 
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Gyrfalcon: This species is thought to be present in low numbers most winters in the 
northern Sandhills, but few birders venture there at that time of year. One was 
identified by a falconer at the Ainsworth airport 6 Mar (JS fide JGJ). This date 
ties the latest for spring; most of the 60+ reports are in Jan. 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: Reports were routine for this uncommon eastern, rare 
westward, spring migrant. 

Western Wood-Pewee: Reports were routine for this common western migrant and 
summer resident. 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: Reports were routine for this common eastern, rare westerly, 
migrant and summer resident. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: More than usual were reported, 5 -6 at 5 locations. 
Singles were at FF 21 May (EB), WP 23 May (LE), MW 23 May (JR), WGP 27 
May (2, possibly same bird; RMa, AF), and in Butler Co 28 May (CNK). 

Acadian Flycatcher: This species has expanded northward into FF recently; 
numbers reported there were as high as those at 1CSP (m. ob.). Overall, 17 were 
reported 11-26 May (m. ob.), but since the best count was 3 at FF, there was 
likely duplication in the sightings. 

Alder Flycatcher: There were many reports 11-31 May, all but one in the east (m. 
ob.). One in Lincoln Co 14 May (TJW) was a rare observation that far west, 
although banding data at LM indicated that the species can be rather numerous 
westward. Best count was the 5 at FF 22 May (JR) and another 5 at WP the 
same day (LE). 

Willow Flycatcher: Best count was the 12 in Lincoln Co 27 May (TJW); high is 21. 

Least Flycatcher: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant. 

Cordilleran Flycatcher: This species is not often reported during migration away 
from the breeding range; there were only 18 previous spring records, but this 
spring singles were at Gering Cem 11 May (KD, AK) and 24 May (KD), and at 
Wilson Park, Chadron, 24 May (NV). 

Eastern Phoebe: One at Hastings 9 Mar (PD) was rather early; early dates in the 
south and east are 4-8 Mar. One in Lincoln Co 16 Mar (LD) was 2nd-earliest on 
record for the west and north; expected early dates there are 20-24 Mar. The 
“few dozen” at FF 11 Apr (AG) was a good number; record high is 50. 

Say’s Phoebe: There was a significant push eastward, with no fewer than 7 reports 
from Boyd and Hall Cos eastward. Most surprising were the 2 reports from 
Sarpy Co, 2 at Wehrspann L, Sarpy Co, 4 May (RMa, SMa, photo) and one in 
western Sarpy Co 29 Apr (AF). Also easterly were singles northeast of Fairbury 
25 Apr (JGJ), in Dodge Co 6 May (WF), and in Dixon Co 15 May (JJ). 
Remaining reports were of singles in Hall Co 15 Apr (JLL), and Boyd Co 25 
Apr (JJ). This species is not found eveiy year in the eastern third of Nebraska, 
with most reports from the north. South and east of Polk Co there were 
previously only 6 records, but this year 4, including the Dodge Co report. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: Reports were routine for this common statewide, 
uncommon western, spring migrant and summer resident. 

Cassin’s Kingbird: Reports were routine for this fairly common western spring 
migrant and summer resident. 

Western Kingbird: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant 
and summer resident, less common in the east. 
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Eastern Kingbird: A surprising aggregation was the 77 in a 4-acre part of a field in 
southeastern Washington Co 26 May (JT); migration would be mostly over at 
this date. 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: There were 3 reports, all singles: one near Red Cloud 3 
May (PD), one in Jefferson Co 20 May (JG), and one in northwestern Hall Co 
27 May (MC fide JGJ). 

Loggerhead Shrike: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide spring 
migrant and summer resident. 

Northern Shrike: Last reported were singles in McPherson and Logan Cos 13 Apr 
(WF); last dates are in early May. 

White-eyed Vireo: The only report was of a “one-day wonder” at FF 18 May (WRS, 
CGa, LN); it was singing loudly but somewhat raggedly in the same place as a 
singing Hooded Warbler (see that species). 

Bell’s Vireo: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide spring migrant 
and summer resident. 

Yellow-throated Vireo: Reports were routine for this fairly common eastern spring 
migrant and summer resident. 

Plumbeous Vireo: Only one of this uncommon western migrant was reported, in 
Gering Cem 21 May (KD). 

Cassin’s Vireo: Only the 2nd spring record was one in Gering Cem 31 May; it had 
“yellow sides and yellowish back, much more yellow than the Plumbeous 
nearby” (KD). The first record was of 2 birds near Bushnell 1 Jun 2011 (JGJ), 
suggesting that if it occurs in spring it is a late migrant. 

Blue-headed Vireo: The numerous reports 29 Apr-21 May (m. ob.), all of 1-2 birds, 
were from the east, as expected; farthest west one at Grand Island 11 May (SM). 

Warbling Vireo: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant 
and summer resident. 

Philadelphia Vireo: Spring reports of this species continue to increase; no fewer 
than 14 were reported 11-23 May from Hamilton Co eastward (m. ob.). 

Red-eyed Vireo: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant 
and summer resident, less common westward. 

Pinyon Jay: Currently the place for this species is the Wildcat Hills of southern 
Morrill Co; the reports this spring were from canyons south of Redington (7-8; 
LJH), 3 in southeast Morrill Co 25 May (LJH), and 16 on 25 May at the same 
ranch house 3 miles northwest of Dalton where 84 gathered at feeders last 
winter (KD). None were reported elsewhere. 

Steller’s Jay: The last date reported for the mini-incursion of about 7 birds into 
Scotts Bluff Co this winter was of one there 5 Mar (MS). 

Blue Jay: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant and 
resident. 

Black-billed Magpie: Reports from eastern outposts were of one in Cuming Co 27 
Mar (JJ) and 3 at Fort Kearny SHP, Kearney Co, 1 Apr (LR, RH). 

American Crow: Copulation was observed in Lancaster Co 7 Mar (TEL); this is a 
typical time for breeding to begin in Nebraska. 

Horned Lark: Pairs were noted alongside roads in Otoe Co 8 Mar (TEL), about on 
time for breakup of winter flocks for this early breeder. 
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Purple Martin: Arrival was generally on time in early Apr, led by one at a 
Culbertson “colony” 30 Mar (JSt). One arrived at Brady 27 Apr (TJW), 
“hundreds”, a record high spring tally, were at Wehrspann L, Sarpy Co, 5 May 
(JWH); this would presumably be a concentration of local birds due to scarcity 
of insects resulting from cool spring weather. Migration occurs mostly in April. 

Tree Swallow: Singles at FF 15 Mar (PS) and Lewellen 16 Mar (J&MS, LSt) were 
rather early: early dates are 13-17 Mar, and there are fewer than 10 dates prior to 
17 Mar. 

Violet-green Swallow: Earliest on record by 11 days was one in Scotts Bluff Co 6 
Apr (KD); usual early arrival dates are 23-26 Apr, with an earlier date 17 Apr. 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: One at WP 6 Apr (TG) was rather early; early 
dates are 30 Mar-2 Apr. Ads were feeding young in Banner Co 25 May 2013 
(KD), apparently a rather early date. 

Bank Swallow: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant and 
summer resident. 

Cliff Swallow: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant and 
summer resident. 

Barn Swallow: Third-earliest on record by 2 days was a single in Nemaha Co 3 Apr 
(LE); earliest 2 dates prior to this sighting were 1 and 3 Apr. 

Black-capped Chickadee: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

Mountain Chickadee: The last sighting from the mini-incursion of wintering birds 
into Scotts Bluff Co this winter was of 2 in the observer’s yard 2 May (AD). 

Tufted Titmouse: Observers who report sightings from Lincoln continue to note 
how scarce these birds are there: a sighting in a yard 21 Apr was “at long last” 
(RE), 4 at WP 21 Apr were the observer’s first there in 14 years (RSt), and one 
there 9 May was the active observer’s (LE) only sighting for the spring period. 
At the western edge of the range in southeastern Nebraska was one in Beatrice 
14 Mar (LE). 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: One in cedar canyons in Lincoln Co 20 May (LD) was 
tardy; last dates are 30-31 May for birds wintering away from breeding areas. 
No significant numbers were reported. 

White-breasted Nuthatch: Reports were routine for this common statewide winter 
visitor and resident. 

Pygmy Nuthatch: Reports were routine for this common western resident. 

Brown Creeper: Although breeding occurs in nearby Chadron SP, one in Wilson 
Park, Chadron, 26 May (NV) was a surprise; it may have wandered there from 
Chadron SP. The 6 in Gage Co 14 Mar (LE) was a good count; high counts 
through winter are in the range 6-13. 

Rock Wren: Reports were routine for this common western spring migrant and 
summer resident. 

House Wren: The 75 at FF 8 May (JR) was a good count; at this time migrants are 
still passing through. Highest counts are in the range 224-351. 

Winter Wren: Reports were routine for this rare southeastern winter resident and 
uncommon eastern spring migrant. 

Sedge Wren: Reports were routine for this fairly common eastern spring migrant 
and rare eastern and central summer resident. 
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Marsh Wren: Those paying attention to song types during migration can provide 
useful information. Western song type birds breed west of a line running 
southeast from O’Neill to about the southeast comer of the Sandhills, and 
migrants of both types occur southeast of this line: a western type was in Butler 
Co 6 May (WF), and an eastern type was in Platte Co 21 May (WF). 

Carolina Wren: At the outer edge of the expected range was a pair in a Dakota Co 
yard 3-30 Mar, only the observer’s 3rd record for the county (BFH), one in 
Dodge Co 23 May (D&JP), and one in Gage Co 14 Mar (LE). Two were 
attending a nest site in Bellevue 30 Mar (ARy). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Two at WP 6 Apr (TG) were rather early; early dates are 6- 
7 Apr. The 16 at FF 8 May (JR) and 13 at WP 27 Apr (LE) were 2nd- and 3rd- 
highest spring counts on record; the high is 19. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Reports were routine for this uncommon southeastern 
winter visitor and fairly common statewide spring migrant. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring 
migrant. 

Eastern Bluebird: Reports were routine for this uncommon eastern winter visitor, 
and common statewide spring migrant and summer visitor. 

Mountain Bluebird: Two in each of Arthur and Grant Cos 8 Mar (WF) were 
migrants; arrival on the Nebraska breeding range is generally in early Mar. 

Townsend’s Solitaire: Reports were routine for this common western winter visitor, 
rare in the east. 

Veery: More than usual were reported, 14 in all, 5-27 May (m. ob.). Westerly 
reports are of a different subspecies; more are reported there than in central 
Nebraska. One was at Brady 27 May (TJW). 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: This was a good spring for this species also, with 19 
reported 3-20 May (m. ob.). All were in the east, as expected. 

Swainson’s Thrush: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring 
migrant. 

Hermit Thrush: There were many reports, including some good counts, notably the 
record-high 25 at WP and PP 20 Apr (DL, BP). In addition, 6 were at PSP 12 
Apr (JJ) and 5-6 at MW 9 Apr (JR). Singles at FF 14 Mar (CNK) and Schramm 
SP, Sarpy Co, 24 Mar (RW) may have overwintered at those locations. Last in 
the east was one at Roca 9 May (SMa); 2 at LM 21-22 May were identified as 
the Rocky Mountains subspecies Catharus guttatus auduboni (JGJ), which 
migrates mostly in late Apr-early May. 

Wood Thrush: Two at ICSP 27 Apr (JR) were rather early; early dates are 20-23 
Apr. All reports (m. ob.) were in the east as expected, west to Nance Co (one on 
19 May, DL), where it is uncommon. 

American Robin: One was on a nest in Lincoln 23 Apr (LE), and another nest in 
Lincoln was abandoned 24 Apr due to bad weather (RE). 

Gray Catbird: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant and 
summer resident. 

Northern Mockingbird: Reports were routine for this fairly common summer 
resident in the southern half of the state. 

Brown Thrasher: One at Neale Woods, Douglas Co, 8 Apr (RS) was rather early; 
early dates are 2-3 Apr. 
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European Starling: “Thousands” were streaming through downtown Omaha 20 Mar 
(CC); large concentrations in spring are not as common as in fall. 

American Pipit: Tying the spring high count was the group of 100 at Red Cloud 3 
May (PD). One in Colfax Co 16 Mar (MB) was rather early; early dates are 10- 
13 Mar. 

Sprague’s Pipit: The only report of this uncommon spring migrant was of one in 
McPherson Co 29 Apr (TJW). Apr is the peak spring migration period. 

Cedar Waxwing: As is typical of this species, best counts were late in the migration 
period. There were 150-200 at Gering Cem 4-9 May (KD); this species often 
breeds later than most other woodland species. 

McCown’s Longspur: Reports were routine for this fairly common western spring 
migrant and summer resident. 

Lapland Longspur: Largest aggregation reported was 8000, in Gage Co 14 Mar 
(LE); this is the 3rd-highest count on record, after 10,000 (twice). A group of 50 
in Dodge Co 23 Apr (D&JP) was 5th-latest date on record; most depart by mid- 
Apr. 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: This species breeds eastward across northern 
Nebraska at a few sites; the 7 at Valentine NWR, Cherry Co, 15 Apr (TH) were 
likely a part of this population. 

Smith’s Longspur: Until this spring, sightings were rare and there was no regular 
site where this species was being found, although many of the few existing 
reports were from Spring Creek Prairie in Lancaster Co. Now there are two new 
sites: the tiny Berg Prairie near Talmage in extreme northwestern Nemaha Co 
and the huge Pawnee Prairie WMA in southern Pawnee Co. At Berg Prairie, 
where a hint of its suitability was the finding of 11 birds there 1 Nov 2012 
(CNK), 2 were found 31 Mar this year (WRS), then 10 on 2 Apr (RSt), 12 on 1 
Apr (CNK), 35-50 on 3 Apr (EA, LE), and 15 on 4 Apr (BP). At Pawnee Prairie 
WMA, 5 were found 31 Mar (WRS), 11 on 1 Apr (PD), then an amazing series 
of sightings peaking with 125 birds in 2 flocks of 60 and 65 on 6 Apr (TEL, JG) 
and ending with 25 on 29 Apr, just outside the WMA boundary (JC, SS). Prior 
to these sightings there had been only 17 records in all, in the period 21 Mar-3 
May, but despite the paucity of these prior records, their date range was 
reflected accurately by this spring’s reports. 

Snow Bunting: Despite a good showing this last winter, none were reported this 
spring, leaving the last date for the “spring” 23 Feb. Last dates are 10-12 Mar. 

Ovenbird: The 2 at ICSP 27 Apr (JR) were rather early; early dates are 22-24 Apr. 
Numbers were higher than usual: they were “numerous” at Hummel Park, 
Omaha, 9 May (JT) and 10 were in Lancaster Co during the period when usually 
1-2 are found (LE). 

Louisiana Waterthrush: First reported was at FF 3 Apr (PS), rather early; early 
dates are 29-31 Mar. Most reports were from well-known locations in the 
southeast; outliers are rare, but one was in Thurston Co 7 Apr (BFH) and 2 were 
at Rockford Lakes SRA, Gage Co, 4 May (JGJ). 

Northern Waterthrush: One at WP 17 Apr (LE) tied for record-early; usual early 
dates are 20-23 Apr. There were numerous reports, most from the east as 
expected; westerly, where uncommon, was one in Dundy Co 19 May (JGJ). 
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Golden-winged Warbler: There were at least 5 reports, a good spring for this rare 
migrant: one was at Beatrice 8 May (JGJ), 2 at ICSP 13 May (PD), a fern at FF 
15 May (RS), a male there 15 May (JR), and one at LBN 17-19 May (TJW, 
MW). 

Black-and-white Warbler: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide 
spring migrant. 

Prothonotary Warbler: This species is present most years at FF; 1-2 were there 2- 
22 May (m. ob.). Farther afield in the east, where unexpected, were one at 
Hormel Park, Fremont, 15 May (GR) and two at PSP: one hit a window and died 
3 May (fide JJ) and the other was at a nearby feeder 4 May (RR, SSu, SR). 

Tennessee Warbler: Reports were routine for this common eastern spring migrant. 

Orange-crowned Warbler: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring 
migrant. 

Nashville Warbler: Reports were routine for this common eastern spring migrant. 

Connecticut Warbler: Most years one of this rare migrant species is reported; this 
year likely the same bird was reported 21 and 23 May in the same area at FF 
(RS, PD). There are about 45 reports in all for spring. 

MacGillivray’s Warbler: None were reported; this is an uncommon western spring 
migrant. 

Mourning Warbler: There was a normal number of reports, involving about 20 
birds, 9-25 May (m. ob.). Migration peaked 21 May, when a record-high 12 
were at FF (DL, RSt). 

Kentucky Warbler: One at WP 25 Apr (DL) was 2nd-earliest on record by one day. 
Last year’s territorial bird at WP was joined by another in a second location 27 
May (JGJ). This species has become established at FF in recent years, with at 
least 2 territorial birds reported this spring (m. ob.), one of which was oft- 
reported due its location next door to a more famous territorial Hooded Warbler. 
Best count at FF was 4 on 18 May (JR). One was at Hummel Park, Omaha, 9 
May (JT), another consistent location. 

Common Yellowthroat: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring 
migrant and summer resident. 

Hooded Warbler: A surprising 4 were reported; a fern was photographed in Lincoln 
Co 1 May (VC), one was singing “vociferously” at WP 28 May (MUs), and the 
star of the show was a cooperative territorial male on Chickadee Trail near 
Ridge Trail at FF 17-28 May (JMu, KS; m. ob.). The FF bird was not reported 
to have been joined by a fern, but a fern was in the Forest, in Mormon Hollow 
15 May (DL). There are only 6 documented records after 31 May through fall 
for this species. 

American Redstart: The 35 at FF 18 May (WRS, CGa, LN) was second-highest 
spring count on record, highest is 46. Nest-building was underway at FF 25 
May (RMa), timely in the east. 

Cape May Warbler: Generally not reported every year, 4 were reported this spring: 
a male at MW 9 May (JR), one in Omaha 10 May (AS, photo), one at 
Plattsmouth 10 May (KSc), and one a little westerly at Grove L, Antelope Co, 
25 May (NP). These are only the 26-29th records since 1982. 

Cerulean Warbler: None were reported of this rare but annual eastern spring visitor 
and migrant. 
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Northern Parula: Reports away from the Missouri River valley are rare; one was at 
Superior 25 Apr (JGJ), one at Grand Island 11 May (SM), and one at Steele 
City, Jefferson Co, 31 May (WF). 

Magnolia Warbler: The 5 at LBN 25 May (MN) was a good count; high is 7. 
Singles at different locations in Lincoln Co 10 and 11 May (VC) were westerly; 
there are 18 spring Panhandle reports. 

Bay-breasted Warbler: This is a rare spring migrant, and so the one report was as 
expected; it was at FF 14 May (JJ, CNK). 

Blackburnian Warbler: Reports were routine for this uncommon eastern spring 
migrant. 

Yellow Warbler: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant 
and summer resident. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: Reports were routine for this uncommon eastern spring 
migrant. 

Blackpoll Warbler: Reports were routine for this common eastern spring migrant, 
uncommon in the west. 



This bedraggled Hooded Warbler was photographed by Virginia Clark 1 May in her yard in 
the Sandhills of Lincoln County. 


Black-throated Blue Warbler: The only report was of a fern seen by several NOU 
Spring Meeting attendees at Central City 19 May (SMa, DL; m. ob.). This 
species is of less-than-annual occurrence; this record is only the 27th for spring 
statewide. 
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Palm Warbler: There was a good showing of this species, with about 41 reported in 
all (m. ob.). The 6 in Dixon Co 10 May (JJ) was a good count, not to mention 
the “many” at WP 6 May (EA). The only higher count is 10. 

Pine Warbler: Only the 8th documented spring record for this species was a fern in 
Otoe Co 8 May (MRa, details). 

Yellow-rumped (Audubon’s) Warbler: This form has been more in evidence 
eastward recently; this spring one was in Knox Co 24 Apr, only the observer’s 
2nd in the county (MB), one was at WP 25 Apr (DL), one was photographed at 
WP 6 May (EA), and one was in Jefferson Co 12 May (JGJ). One arrived early 
in North Platte 18 Mar and was still present 25 Mar (TJW); this was at the same 
location 2 appeared in late winter last year. 

Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: Best count was 116 in Lancaster Co 12 May 
(LE); high counts are in the range 255-755! 

Yellow-throated Warbler: As usual most reports were from FF, where 2 was the 
best count (EB, JR); one at PSP 16 May (JJ) was northerly but not 
unprecedented there. Rare westward, one was in southern Buffalo Co 18 May 
(KS). 

Black-throated Green Warbler: One at FF 25 May (LE) was rather late; there are 
only 7 later dates. 

Canada Warbler: Numbers and locations were about normal, with about 10 
reported in the Missouri River Valley 15-25 May (m. ob.). Singles, possibly the 
same bird, were at Hormel Park, Fremont, 21 (GR) and 23 May (D&JP); this is 
only the 15th spring record away from the Missouri River valley. 

Wilson’s Warbler: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide spring 
migrant. 

Yellow-breasted Chat: Each year a few straggle east of the usual central Nebraska 
range boundary; one was in Grand Island 11 May (SM), one at LBN 18 May 
(NR, D&JP), and one in Dakota Co 28 May, the veteran observer’s first for that 
county (BFH). 

Green-tailed Towhee: There were 3 reports of this rare but annual spring migrant in 
the western Panhandle, including one in Perkins Co 1 May (AW) that was on the 
eastern edge of the usual migration corridor; singles were at WSR 12-15 May 
(HKH) and in Kimball Co 15 May (LS). 

Spotted Towhee: One at HL 12 May (LE) was rather late for the southeast; last 
dates are in mid-May. 

Eastern Towhee: Birds that look and sound like Easterns have been essentially 
unreported in the west, but this year there was an influx into Scotts Bluff Co, 
where an experienced observer found 6, 2 at Scottsbluff NM 10 May, and as 
many as 4 at Gering Cem 4-21 May (KD). On 4 May at Gering Cem, one was 
“unspotted, singing an Eastern song”, and on 21 May a single male, an 
unspotted fern with a Spotted male, and a hybrid were found (KD). 

Cassin’s Sparrow: The only report was from the eastern edge of the summer range: 
6 were at 2 locations in sand-sage prairie in Hitchcock Co 27 May (TJW). 

American Tree Sparrow: Departure was later than usual; one in a Dixon Co yard 
28 Apr was much later than the previous last date there, 9 Apr (JJ). There were 
several other reports this spring 20-27 Apr (m. ob.). Determining late dates for 
this species has been difficult due to conftision with other similar species in late 
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Apr and early May. The latest specimen dates for Nebraska are 13 and 14 Apr, 
but it is clear that few remain in most years after 20 Apr. 

Chipping Sparrow: Earliest reported was in Bellevue 29 Mar (ARy); early dates are 
22-23 Mar. A good single-location tally was the 300 in a weed patch near 
Beatrice 4 May (JGJ). 

Clay-colored Sparrow: Along with the 300 Chipping Sparrows, 200 Clay-coloreds 
were in the same weed patch near Beatrice 4 May (JGJ), a good single-location 
tally. 

Brewer’s Sparrow: Observers do not often visit the range of this species in the 
western Panhandle, but a researcher posted a series of observations this spring 
from Kimball Co, where up to 3 were present 1-17 May (CW). Two other 
reports were of singles in Cheyenne Co 3 May (JGr) and Scotts Bluff Co 11 
May (AK). 

Field Sparrow: While common in the east, westerly reports are fewer and arrival in 
spring is later, likely due to those birds being of the bland-faced Rocky 
Mountain subspecies Spizella pusilla arenacea. A single was rather early for 
Lincoln Co 15 Apr (TJW); arrival in the west is about 3 weeks later than in the 
east. 

Vesper Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant 
and summer resident. 

Lark Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant and 
summer resident. 

Lark Bunting: Rare and irregular in the southeast, 4 were in Clay Co 13 May (PD) 
and one in Jefferson Co 17 May (NW fide JGJ); these are the 12th and 13th such 
southeastern records. The 500 in Perkins Co 26 May (LR, RH) was an excellent 
tally; the only higher “count” is the “thousands” in Kimball Co 30 May 2011. 

Savannah Sparrow: At least one had returned to the small breeding colony 
southwest of Hay Springs by 22 May (WM). This species is a very local breeder 
in the northwest. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: One in Lincoln Co 29 Apr (TJW) was on the early side; 
early dates for the Panhandle are 27 Apr-1 May, but there are a few reports in 
Apr just east of the Panhandle. 

Henslow’s Sparrow: None of this rare spring migrant and uncommon local summer 
resident were reported. 

Le Conte’s Sparrow: Reports were routine for this fairly common eastern spring 
migrant. 

Nelson’s Sparrow: None of this uncommon eastern late spring migrant were 
reported. 

Fox Sparrow: One at West Point 8 Mar (JGJ) may have wintered nearby although 
early spring dates of birds that were not wintering are 2-3 Mar. All other reports 
were in the period 27 Mar-26 Apr, the expected migration period, with excellent 
counts of 15-20 at MW 13 Apr (JR) and 17 at PP 23 Apr (LE). Highest counts 
are 22-25. 

Song Sparrow: The 55 at FF 17 Mar (JR) was a good count; highs are 65-250. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: The 6 at NP Dodge Park, Omaha, 2 Mar (JGr) may have 
wintered nearby; there are a few similar early records for the first week of Mar 
in the southeast. 



Vol. 81 No. 2 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


75 


Swamp Sparrow: A few wintered in the southeast, with reports 1-2 Mar (JR, JGr, 
JGJ). Migrants were on schedule in the east; none were reported elsewhere, 
where the species is rarely detected in migration. 

White-throated Sparrow: Wintering birds and migrants were numerous this spring 
in the southeast; 40 were at NP Dodge Park, Omaha, 2 Mar (JGJ) and 33 were at 
FF 5 May (LE). Rare in the west, one was in a Gering yard 20-21 May (RSg). 

Harris’s Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common eastern winter visitor and 
spring migrant, rare westward. 

White-crowned Sparrow: As with other sparrow species that were notable for their 
presence during winter in the southeast, 7 were in southeastern Washington Co 1 
Mar (JR) and one was at FF 3 Mar (CNK). Migrants are expected to arrive mid- 
Mar; 12 were in southeastern Washington Co 21 Mar (JT). One at North Platte 
29 May (K&KH) was rather late; last consensus dates are 31 May-3 Jun, with a 
few later dates. Another at Gering Cem 21 May was considered “very late” 
(KD). 

Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: This form winters in the Panhandle in low 
numbers, and occasionally farther east. One was photographed in Lincoln Co 18 
Mar (VC), and there is one other Mar record for Lincoln Co. 

Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco: The 150 at PSP 12 Apr (JJ) was second-highest 
spring tally on record after “150+”. 

Dark-eyed (Cassiar) Junco: This enigmatic but fairly common form statewide was 
reported 23-28 Mar in eastern Nebraska (most 8; RW) and at FF 26 Apr (EB). 
Although often identifiable in the field, its taxonomic status is unclear. 

Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco: Uncommon in the extreme east, one was in a Nebraska 
City yard 24 Mar (SQ) and 2 were at Schramm SP, Sarpy Co, 25 Mar (RW). 

Dark-eyed (Pink-sided) Junco: This form is rare in the east; the 2 reports were of 
one in Nebraska City 28 Mar (SQ) and another at FF the same day (RW). The 
date is the latest of the 8 documented records for the east. 

Dark-eyed (Gray-headed) Junco: Completing the junco “form” sweep this spring 
were singles, likely the same bird, in Lincoln Co 4 Apr and 5 May (LD). 
Reports of this form have increased in recent years, although there are fewer 
than 20 documented records in all. It is a winter visitor, often lingering well into 
May. 

Summer Tanager: Along with this species’ continued expansion and consolidation 
of its range in the southeast, there were the usual outliers: a Stanton Co yard 
hosted one for a week through 1 May and, for at least a few days up to 27 May, 
a male and fern (PT). Westerly was one at Ogallala 10 May (JO); there are fewer 
than 30 records away from the Missouri River Valley, most of these since 2008. 

Scarlet Tanager: The 6 at FF 18 May (JR) was a good count; highs are 7-9. 

Western Tanager: Two easterly birds were photographed: one at a Plattsmouth 
feeder 11 May (KSc), the 10th Missouri River Valley spring record, and another 
in northern Knox Co 28 May (C&DJ fide MB). 

Northern Cardinal: Continuing its slow consolidation in the western North Platte 
River Valley, one was in the observer’s yard 13 May (KD). There is a small 
number of known breeding locations in the county. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: At least one appears most years in spring in the 
Panhandle; one was at WHNC 11 May (KD). 
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Black-headed Grosbeak: Unusually, more Black-headeds were east than Rose- 
breasteds west; single Black-headeds in western Douglas Co 1 May (DSt), in 
Lincoln 8 May (RSt), and in Sarpy Co 11 May (fide CNK) were only the 6th-8th 
since 1980 in the southeast. Somewhat east of the usual range were singles in 
Keya Paha Co 25 May (WF) and Albion 15 May (D&CN). 

Blue Grosbeak: The 7 in Banner and Scotts Bluff Cos 25 May (KD) was a good 
tally. High is 11. 

Lazuli Bunting: One in North Platte 25 Apr (TJW) was 2nd-earliest on record by 3 
days; early dates are (now) 25-27 Apr. This species has had numerous eastward 
records in recent years; this spring there were no fewer than 11 reports involving 
17 birds 4-21 May east of Grand Island (m. ob.), including 4 males at a Pickrell 
feeder 22 May (MCo fide JGJ), and 5 reports from FF (m. ob.). 

Indigo Bunting: One at ADF 21 Apr (LF) was 4th-earliest on record; earliest is 13 
Apr in the same county. 

Dickcissel: In the south, early dates are 15-18 Apr, and so one at LO 20 Apr (RL) 
was rather early. Early dates in the Panhandle are 23-25 May, and so 4 in 
Morrill Co 25 May (KD, LJH) were early there also. 

Bobolink: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant and 
summer resident in the north. 

Red-winged Blackbird: A flock of 80 ferns at Talmage 28 Apr (WRS) was rather 
late; resident ferns arrive later than other age and gender classes. 

Eastern Meadowlark: Reports were routine for his common eastern spring migrant, 
less common westward, and common summer resident in the southeast, locally 
common elsewhere. 

Western Meadowlark: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring 
migrant and summer resident. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Earliest migrants, usually single males, appear around 1 
Mar and set up territories soon after; thus early was a single male on territory in 
Grant Co 8 Mar (JR, D&JP). The next 4 reports 27 Mar-7 Apr (LE, LR, RH) 
were all of singles as well. 

Rusty Blackbird: This species winters rarely in the east, but as many as 8 wintering 
at the Broken Bow SL (TH) were westerly. Migrants are also rare westward; 5 
were at LO 23 Mar (SMa). Best counts reported were the 25 in Cedar Co 3 Mar 
(MB et al.) and 30 in Dixon Co 13 Mar (BFH). 

Brewer’s Blackbird: Generally an uncommon migrant in the east, there were more 
reports than usual, including a good count for the east of 55 in Sarpy Co 5 May 
(LE). In all there were 18 reports, all in the east, for a total of 119 birds (m. 
ob.). 

Common Grackle: First “yard birds”, usually singles or small groups, were singles 
in Wayne 8 Mar (JGJ) and Omaha 9 Mar (JT). Early dates for migrants are 
around 1 Mar. 

Great-tailed Grackle: The 250 in Scotts Bluff Co 6 Mar (KD) was a record spring 
count; previous high was 200. Ferns were carrying nest material in Douglas Co 
28 Apr (JR). On 14 Mar, 11 were near Lakeside and 2 near Hyannis (JGJ); this 
is the most recently-occupied part of the state. 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring 
migrant and summer resident. 
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Orchard Oriole: One in Dakota Co 13 May was considered “late by 8 days” (BFH). 
Early arrival dates are 21-24 Apr, with most arriving in the first week of May. 



This Hooded Oriole, Nebraska’s first, was photographed by Mark Brogie 28 May 2013 at the 
Garrison residence of Bill and Susie Daro and son Colin. (See also photo in NBR Vol. 81 No. 
1, page 22.) 


Hooded Oriole: Perhaps the bird of the year was a brilliant male at the Garrison 
feeder of Bill and Susie Daro and son Colin 25-28 May (m. ob.). The Daro 
family were gracious hosts to all who visited their home and yard. This is the 
first confirmed record for Nebraska; until one was photographed in Iowa 25 
May 2003 (IBL 73:86), it had occurred no farther north than east Texas and 
Louisiana. There is a prior Nebraska report that is unconfirmed, but with 
reasonable details, of a male near Columbus 12 May 1965 (NBR 33:65). 

Bullock’s Oriole: Only the 7th record east of the Panhandle was of one at a LM 
feeder 15 May (JBe); this species is undocumented east of Lincoln Co. 

Baltimore Oriole: The cool spring concentrated these birds at fruit feeders, such as 
the 8 waiting for oranges at 6:35 am in a Bellevue yard 2 May (L&BP); best 
counts, however, were non-feeder counts: 30 at HCR 11 May (PJ) and 27 in 
Howard Co 20 May (LE). 
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The Garrison Hooded Oriole, here showing its unworn rectrices; photographed by Paul 
Dunbar 27 May 2013. 


Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: The flock of about 100 that wintered at SBNM had 
dwindled to 3 by 2 Mar (KD). 

Purple Finch: Strangely all but one of the 8 reports were from FF (m. ob.); best 
counts were 10, on 3 Apr (6-10 ferns; RS) and 5 Apr (JR). Highest count on 
record is only 30. 

Cassin’s Finch: None were reported; this is a rare Panhandle winter visitor. 

House Finch: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

Red Crossbill: Reports were statewide, with most in the west and central. Numbers 
were low, best count a moderate 12 near Doniphan 30 May (JLL). Easterly, 
where rare, reports were all of single ferns: in Lincoln 16 Mar (TEL), in 
southwestern Douglas Co 13 May (JH), and in Nebraska City 16 May (LF). 
Nebraska’s breeding crossbills are Type 2, and so the recording and 
identification of one of 8 at a Doniphan feeder 20 May as a Type 2 (MY fide 
JLL) was of interest since other types were in Nebraska during the past winter. 

Common Redpoll: The huge numbers present in winter continued, with impressive 
counts of 350 in Cherry Co 8 Mar (JR et al.), 200 in southeastern Washington 
Co 21 Mar (JT), and 103 in Custer Co 2 Mar (TH). Numbers declined rapidly 
after 24 Mar, with highest count subsequently only 4-5 in Omaha 30 Mar (NR). 
Until this year, late dates were 3-5 Apr, with only 6 later dates through 30 Apr, 
but this year there were no fewer than 5 locations with redpolls in Apr: one 
lingered at an Omaha feeder until 4 Apr (NR), another was at a Creighton feeder 
until 21 Apr (MB), one was in Boyd Co 14 Apr (JJ), and singles were in Omaha 
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1 May (BW), 2nd-latest on record, and Bellevue on the record late date 5 May 
(EB). 

Pine Siskin: There were many reports of this species statewide, but numbers were 
generally low.. Best counts were only 45 at Nebraska City 14 Apr (LF) and 24 
in Omaha 1 May (BW). May reports are common, and such birds may nest. 
Two were carrying nest material in Lincoln 8 May (RSt), and 2-4 in Lincoln 20 
May were “possibly nesting” (CH fide JGJ). 

American Goldfinch: Reports were routine for this common statewide winter 
visitor. 

Evening Grosbeak: The fern that wintered at a Blair feeder stayed as late as 11 May 
(M&HP); there are only 4 later dates for the state. The only other reports were 
of 5 at FF 17 Mar, identified by calls (JR), and a male at a Lincoln Co feeder 3 
Apr (fide TJW). 

House Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 


Status of Black-billed Magpie in Nebraska 


Wayne J. Mollhoff 
Ashland, NE 
wmollhoff@netscape.net 

Black-billed Magpie is currently listed as a species of least concern by the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) (http://www.birdlife.org 
/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id^5745); however, it has been in abrupt decline in 
Nebraska with no evidence that it is beginning to recover. A comparison of data 
gathered by volunteer observers of the two Nebraska Breeding Bird Atlas Projects 
shows the extent of this decline. In the first atlas project, the species was found in 
153 of the 443 blocks surveyed. It was reported in 60 counties and found east to 
Dakota, Dodge, and Jefferson counties. Forty-four nests were reported during the 
first project. Volunteers spent 5803 observer hours during the first project (Mollhoff 
2001). In the second atlas project, the species was found in only 36 of the same 443 
blocks surveyed in the first project. It was reported in only 31 counties and found 
east to Cedar, Stanton, and Nuckolls counties. Five nests were reported during the 
second project. Volunteers spent 9214 hours in the second project, an increase of 
59% over that spent in the first project. 

The decline is on-going, as magpie numbers are still dropping and sites 
where they were found early in the second atlas project seem vacant now. The most 
recent BBS data for the state shows a 6.8% drop annually over the past decade 
(Sauer et al. 2012). There appear to be at least two causes for this decline. The 
initial decline began at the end of the first atlas project and went unnoticed at the 
time. It began after the introduction of famphur (also known by its trade name 
Warbex), an insecticide introduced to control parasitic warble flies (Hypoderma sp.) 
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in cattle. Die-offs of both magpies and hawks were soon documented (Henny et al. 
1985). The impact on magpies in the state was probably gradual at first. The second 
decline began in 2002 with the arrival of the mosquito-borne West Nile virus 
(http://diseasemaps.usgs.gov/wnv historical.html). It hit the. Corvidae family 
(crows, jays & magpies) especially hard, but as birders soon reported, it also affected 
chickadees, hawks, owls and other species as well. The closely-related Yellow-billed 
Magpie declined by 42% in California from 2004-2006 in the western U.S., which 
was attributed to West Nile virus (Crosbie et al. 2008). In one study 100% of Black¬ 
billed Magpies infected with West Nile virus died (McLean 2006). The magpies in 
Nebraska currently appear to be broken up into isolated pockets and susceptible to all 
the usual factors that contribute to extinction of such pockets: lack of gene flow, in- 
breeding, local weather or habitat disasters, etc. (Quammen 1996). 

Historically, the species was found across much of the state, but declined 
with the advance of European settlement until it was found only in western Nebraska 
(Bruner et al. 1904). It gradually recovered and spread eastward to re-occupy its 
former range by the time of the first atlas project (Mollhoff 2001). Whether, or how 
soon, it can recover from the current threats remains to be seen. 
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Photo Documentation by Ron and Anne Kruse 
of Black-billed Magpie Nest Cycle in Hall County 

Wayne J. Mollhoff 
Ashland, NE 
wmollhoff@netscape.net 

Every once in a while a fortunate birder has a chance to witness the 
sequence of events that make up a breeding season. In May of 2004, NOU members 
Ron and Anne Kruse of Grand Island had that opportunity and made the most of it. 
While checking Eastern Bluebird nest boxes on the south side of the northernmost 
channel of the Platte River east of Locust St. in the City of Grand Island Wellfield 
property, they found a Black-billed Magpie nest. They returned with a camera and 
ladder and photographed the nest at two-day intervals for the next three weeks. 
Their photos show the chicks’ rapid development, a speedy process likely to amaze 
anyone who has not had the opportunity to see it firsthand. 



Black-billed Magpie nest in Grand Island Wellfield property, Hall Co., located by Ron and 
Anne Kruse while checking bluebird boxes in May 2004. 


Using a 12-ft stepladder to view the nest, they found that although most magpie nest 
cups are solidly roofed over by sticks, this one was open enough on top that they 
were able to see into the nest. They took photos one-handed, reaching through the 
canopy of sticks and taking care not to damage the structure assembled by the adult 
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Juvenile Black-billed Magpie on the Hall Co. nest, which had an atypical open structure, 
allowing the Kruses to see into it. May 2004. 


magpies. The nest was about 13 feet high in a mostly-dead mulberry tree and about 
25 feet from the nearest bluebird box. The area is between the braided channels of 
the Platte River, with dense stands of trees interspersed with open grassy meadows. 
On two occasions, the chicks opened their mouths in response to the noise or motion 
made when the photographs were taken, but at no time did an adult magpie approach 
the nest while Anne and Ron were present. 

Close examination of the following magpie nesting sequence photos will 
show nestling developmental characteristics seldom seen either by bird lovers or 
scientists. 

Editor’s Note: Readers are reminded that ail native birds and their nests are 
protected by state and/or federal law. Individuals handling adult birds, nestlings or 
eggs are required to obtain both state and federal permits. All individuals are 
encouraged to avoid unnecessarily disturbing or harassing birds, particularly during 
the breeding season. 

Thanks to Joel Jorgensen, Nongame Bird Program Manager, Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission, for the above comments on migratory bird laws. 
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Day 5 (May 6, 2004) 
Young are growing. 
Note feather tracts on 
back; wings begin to 
darken. 
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Day 7 (May 8, 
2004) Feather tracts 
more visible. Note 
wing feathers begin¬ 
ning to erupt. Dried 
mud lining of nest 
bowl visible on right 
side of photo. 


Day 9 (May 10, 2004) 
Feathers on head begin to 
erupt. Note pinfeathers on 
back and wings. 


Day 11 (May 12, 
2004) Feathers 
continue to develop. 

Note late hatched 
chick at top of photo. 
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Day 11 (May 12, 2004) 
Pinfeathers growing; eyes 
are open. Open mouths 
arc bright red. 




Day 13 (May 14, 
2004) Chicks react 
to photographer with 
open mouths, seen 
through branches 
placed over the top 
of the nest by the 
adult birds. 


Day 15 (May 16, 
2004) Continuing 
growth; still lots of 
pinfeathers showing. 
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Day 19 (May 20, 2004) 
Contour feathers and wing 
coverts nearly emerged. 



May, 2004. Anne Kruse checks 
the magpie nest, located in a 
mulberry tree, from a 12-ft. 
ladder. 


Day 23 (May 24, 2004) 
Growing rapidly and 
nearly fledged. Note 
rictal bristles develop¬ 
ing at base of beak. 
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The Junco Called Cassiar 


Rick Wright 
birdaz@gmail.com 


Mention a new or unfamiliar bird, and most of us fall all over ourselves with the 
questions: Where can I see it? How do I identify it? When should I look? 

In the case of the Cassiar Junco, another query arises first: What is it? 

Nebraska birders know better than most just how puzzlingly variable the birds we 
now know as Dark-eyed Juncos can be. Some of that is due to age or sex: females 
and young birds in all populations tend to be browner and less crisply marked than 
older birds and males. And simple individual variation accounts for some unusually 
pale or unusually dark birds or for birds with unexpected white markings in the 
wings or on the head. 

Some differences in appearance or measurements are more significant. Those that 
line up with geography—such that birds breeding in one area differ consistently from 
those in another—are recognized as marking different subspecies, or races. 
Sometimes those characters can be seen in the field, allowing us to at least 
tentatively identify a bird beyond the species level. 

The juncos provide abundant examples of all these kinds of variation. Indeed, until 
just a few decades ago, it was thought that the United States and Canada were 
inhabited by at least five junco species (AOU 1957). Not until 1973 were the White¬ 
winged, Oregon, and Slate-colored Juncos “lumped” as the Dark-eyed Junco Junco 
hyemails (AOU 1973); the same fate befell the former Gray-headed Junco a few 
years later, leaving US birders with just two readily distinguished species, the Dark¬ 
eyed and the Yellow-eyed Juncos (AOU 1983). 

Whatever its scientific underpinnings, the Great Taxonomic Massacre of ’73 
narrowed many birders’ horizons. Where before we might have taken the time to 
distinguish an extensively brown female Slate-colored Junco from a particularly dull 
female Oregon Junco, it just didn’t seem worth the effort once they had been 
declared “the same” (compare Buckley and Mitra 2003). In 1984, for example, 
Nebraska Christmas Bird Count participants reported only six Oregon-type birds 
among the nearly 800 juncos they recorded, surely a woeful undercount (Audubon 
Christmas Bird Count). 

But the birds were there all along, in all their vast variation, and they still are. We 
may (or just may not) bow to the authbrity of the latest AOU Check-list in 
considering them all “just” Dark-eyed Juncos, but as more and more birders 
understand, that doesn’t mean that the range of differences that once led to their 
recognition as separate species has been lost along with their distinctive names. 
Nebraska still has a fascinatingly wide selection of junco “styles” (Coues 1884) to 
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enjoy, including the Slate-colored Junco (of the nominate subspecies, Junco 
hyemalis hyemalis ), the Oregon Junco (most, presumably, representatives of the 
subspecies Junco hyemalis shufeldti), the Pink-sided Junco {Junco hyemalis mearnsi, 
historically considered a race of the Oregon Junco), the Gray-headed Junco {Junco 
hyemalis caniceps , long maintained as a distinct species)—and the Cassiar Junco, 
Junco hyemalis cismontanus (see Browning 1990 for a rejection of Allan Phillips’s 
henshawi for this taxon). 



Cassiar Junco, Dodge Co., Nebraska, Dec. 7, 2013. Photo by Janis Paseka. 


A prominent American once said, “It depends upon what the meaning of the word 
‘is’ is,” an observation applicable in all its profundity to the status and distribution— 
and even the existence—of the Cassiar Junco. Jonathan Dwight first described this 
bird in his 1918 study of junco plumages, calling it “a hyemalis [Slate-colored Junco] 
darkened by the oregonus strain [Oregon Junco]” (Dwight 1918). Four years later, 
Harry Swarth located the breeding grounds of these juncos along the Stikine River of 
British Columbia; where Dwight had thought his “ cismontanus ” juncos most likely 
mere hybrids between Oregon and Slate-colored Juncos, Swarth recognized these 
birds as “a distinct geographical race” and a 

“good subspecies,” in the sense that the birds over a certain area ... exhibit 
a combination of characters distinguishing them from other described 
forms, and they remain true to these peculiarities within ... close limits. 
(Swarth 1922) 
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In 1941, Alden H. Miller affirmed Swarth’s assessment and applied Dwight’s name 
cismontanus to this 

group of hybrid origin, now stabilized, which occupies a geographic area in 
the breeding season to the exclusion of other forms. (Miller 1941) 

Miller also designated a lectotype, a specimen to serve as the standard and 
authoritative reference for the name, in this case the study skin of a male collected 
February 13, 1905, in New Westminster, British Columbia, by Allan Brooks (see 
LeCroy 2012). Formerly in the collection of Jonathan Dwight and now no. 402559 
in the American Museum of Natural History, New York, that specimen provides the 
starting point for the identification of the Cassiar Junco. 




The lectotype of Junco hyemalis cismontanus. 

As Dwight’s early description suggested, a well-marked male Cassiar Junco like this 
one is subtly distinctive. In its overall grayness, the bird closely recalls a Slate- 
colored Junco, but the darkness of the head, breast, and nape approaches that of a 
male Oregon Junco, creating a more striking contrast between the “hood” and the 
rest of the upperparts than is visible in any but the very blackest of male Slate- 
coloreds. More significant than the colors themselves is their distribution: the 
blackish nape is sharply set off from the grayer or brownish back, and the dark of the 
breast meets the paler gray of the flank and the white of the upper belly in a well- 
defined straight line, where the white underparts of a Slate-colored Junco curve up 
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and into the breast (Rising and Beadle 1996). Thus, a male Cassiar Junco, like the 
Oregon Junco and unlike the Slate-colored, shows an abrupt “corner” where the 
breast and the flanks meet, and the white of the upper belly is “concave.” 

Such a bird, labeled “Adult male Canadian Rocky Mountains,” is depicted on page 
501 in the first edition of The Sibley Guide to Birds (Sibley 2000). The color 
reproduction in most printings of that book is notoriously poor, and in the copies I 
have examined, the gray of the back and flanks of the bird depicted is noticeably too 
pale and too blue. This is nevertheless the best and most readily accessible published 
illustration of a male Cassiar Junco to date. 

Most male Cassiar Juncos are readily identifiable, but females can be much more 
challenging. The female Cassiar shares the hooded appearance of the male (and of 
the Oregon Junco), but the flanks are often strongly washed with gray over brown 
(thus recalling a Slate-colored Junco). Away from the breeding range, however, 
many are probably not distinguishable from female Oregon Juncos, while many 
others are likely identical in the field (or in the hand) to especially brownish 
(probably first-cycle) female Slate-colored Juncos. David Sibley’s painting, based 
not on a single specimen but on the artist’s observations in Alaska, Alberta, 
Missouri, New England, New Jersey, and California (D. Sibley, pers. comm.), is 
most instructive, depicting as it does a bird that differs from the Oregon Junco shown 
on the facing page only in the nearly invisible tinge of gray on its brownish flank. 

The intermediate appearance of Cassiar Juncos reflects the historical source of this 
population. What Miller meant in calling it “of hybrid origin” (Miller 1941) was that 
the founding birds, thousands or tens of thousands of generations ago, were the 
offspring of mixed pairs, one parent an Oregon and the other a Slate-colored Junco; 
repeated pairings between these hybrid offspring (and their descendants) resulted in a 
population of birds consistently displaying the plumage characters we observe today. 

It is worth remarking that the same scenario probably recurs even now, with 
occasional pairs of “pure” Oregon and Slate-colored Juncos producing young that 
potentially replicate the appearance of a true Cassiar Junco (Miller 1941). With that 
possibility in mind, it may be strictly more accurate away from the breeding grounds 
to speak of “apparent” Cassiar Juncos or “Cassiar-type” Juncos, though it seems 
likely that most such birds are in fact genuine Cassiar Juncos, members of the 
stabilized and geographically delimited population designated J. h. cismontanus. 

Though the standard reference works regularly include Nebraska in the winter range 
of the Cassiar Junco (AOU 1957, Austin 1968, Byers et al. 1995, del Hoyo et al. 

2011) , state and regional ornithologies have been more circumspect. As recently as 
2012, there were fewer than ten documented Nebraska records of such birds (Silcock 

2012 ) . 

Haecker et al. (1945) cautioned that “actual specimen verification” was lacking for 
the state. A year after the publication of that Checklist , one of its authors discovered 
three skins of J. h. cismontanus, one from Brown and two from Lancaster County 
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(Moser 1946); all three are now in the collections of the University of Nebraska State 
Museum (Omis). I have not re-examined those skins, but at least the first, UNSM 
ZM7401 from Brown County, has been recently confirmed as matching the standard 
descriptions of a Cassiar Junco (Sharpe et al. 2001). Meanwhile, five additional 
specimens are now known from Lancaster County, three of them salvaged in the 
space of just three weeks in October and November of 1993 (Omis). 

By Nebraska standards, eight skins is a fairly robust specimen record for an 
uncommon bird. Unfortunately, there are relatively few sight reports to help sketch a 
more detailed picture of the Cassiar Junco’s status and distribution in the state. 
Tellingly, however, nearly all Nebraska birders with whom 1 have discussed the 
matter say that they have seen apparent Cassiar Juncos numerous times—but failed 
to recognize them as distinct from the abundant Slate-colored Juncos or to report 
them as notable. 



Cassiar Junco, Hall County, Nebraska. March 25, 2013. 

As Nebraska birders look more closely, more Cassiar Juncos will be recorded in the 
state. In late March 2013, my birding group was able to watch a total of seven males 
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and at least one apparent female in three Nebraska counties; as one of my 
companions observed, we would never have seen them had we not known what we 
were looking for. 

But that’s just the way birding is—especially when it comes to the Cassiar Junco. 
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Spring Field Days and Annual Meeting at Central City 


The 114th Annual Meeting was held at the Covenant Cedars Bible Camp in 
Merrick County east of Central City on May 17-19, 2013. The 45+ members and 
friends in attendance found 163 species, including Eared Grebe, White-faced Ibis, 
Black-bellied and American Golden Plovers, Black-necked Stilt, American Avocet, 
Ruddy Turnstone, Buff-breasted Sandpiper, Laughing Gull, White-winged Dove, 
Yellow-throated Vireo, Wood Thrush, 16 warbler species, and 12 sparrow species. 

Field trips went to Lakes North and Babcock, Wilkinson WMA, Don 
Dworak WMA, Headworks Park, Palmer sewage lagoon, Loup River north of 
Palmer, Loup Junction WMA, North Loup SRA, Kirkpatrick Basin South WMA, 
Farmer's Valley Cemetery in southeast Hamilton Co., Harvard WPA, Deep Well 
WMA, and Dark Island Trail south of Central City. Field trip leaders were Dave 
Heidt, Robin Harding, Lanny Randolph, Don and Janis Paseka, and T.J. Walker. 

On Friday evening Dr. Joe Gubanyi of Concordia University in Seward 
presented an identification workshop featuring species likely to be seen in central 
Nebraska in May. He discussed field marks which should help differentiate between 
pairs of species such as immature Yellow-crowned and Black-crowned Night- 
Herons, White-faced and Glossy Ibis, Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs, Gray-cheeked 
and Swainson’s Thrushes, Northern and Louisiana Waterthrushes, and Eastern and 
Spotted Towhees. 

On Saturday evening, Lauren Dinan, a Nongame Bird Biologist with the 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, presented a program entitled 
“Understanding Piping Plovers’ Lives through Color Banding”. This program 
provided an update to the ongoing Nebraska Game and Parks Piping Plover banding 
project along the Missouri and upper and lower Platte Rivers. The project seeks to 
answer questions relating to adult and juvenile survival, site fidelity and winter range 
and distribution. 

Election of officers was held, and all the current officers were reelected: 
Dan Leger, president; Dave Heidt, vice-president; Betty Grenon, treasurer; Kevin 
Poague, secretary; Anita Breckbill, librarian; Jan Johnson, William Flack and Don 
Paseka, directors; Janis Paseka, editor. 

A raffle of Jan Johnson's latest artwork and a silent auction of books 
donated by NOU members were held with proceeds going to the NOU General Fund. 
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NOU Spring Field Days - Central City 
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NOU Spring Field Days - Central City 
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X 



Wilson's Warbler 


X 







Yellow-breasted Chat 






X 



Spotted Towhee 


X 


X 

X 


X 


Eastern Towhee 


X 


X 





Chipping Sparrow 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Clay-colored Sparrow 

X 

X 



X 

X 

X 


Field Sparrow 


X 



X 

X 

X 

X 

Vesper Sparrow 





X 


X 

X 

Lark Sparrow 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Savannah Sparrow 


X 

X 






Grasshopper Sparrow 

X 

X 


X 





Song Sparrow 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Lincoln’s Sparrow 






X 



Swamp Sparrow 






X 



Harris's Sparrow 




X 





White-crowned Sparrow 


X 


X 





Northern Cardinal 


X 


X 

X 

X 

X 


Rose-breasted Grosbeak 


X 


X 

X 

X 



Blue Grosbeak 


X 

X 



X 

X 


Indigo Bunting 


X 




X 

X 


Dickcissel 

X 

X 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Bobolink 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Red-winged Blackbird 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Eastern Meadowlark 




X 

X 

X 

X 


Western Meadowlark 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Yellow-headed Blackbird 

X 




X 

X 



Common Grackle 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Great-tailed Grackle 


X 




X 



Brown-headed Cowbird 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Orchard Oriole 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Baltimore Oriole 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

House Finch 


X 


X 

X 

X 

X 


Pine Siskin 


X 







American Goldfinch 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

House Sparrow 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

lotal species: 168 

55 

109 

57 

88 

87 

122 

85 

56 
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SUMMER FIELD REPORT, June-July 2013 
Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 

INTRODUCTION 

In many ways this summer was a re-run of last; the drought persisted over 
most of the state after some welcome spring rains, but it was not as severe as it was 
in 2012. Water conditions were generally poor, with Harvard Marsh the only bright 
spot; it hosted nesting White-faced Ibises, and Little Bitterns were present. 
Beneficiaries of the generally low water levels were Least Terns and Piping Plovers, 
which nested in good numbers at L McConaughy, where the increased habitat even 
attracted Snowy Plovers again. Few Black-necked Stilts were reported statewide. 
Ducks, shorebirds, and passerines in general were unremarkable. Ospreys, most 
apparently inexperienced youngsters, continued to attempt to breed successiully at 
scattered sites statewide. 

Perhaps the bright spot was the appearance of a few rarities. Black-bellied 
Whistling-Duck, Pacific Loon, an apparent 2nd state record Black-chinned 
Hummingbird, 3rd state record Acorn Woodpecker, and 6th spring record Dusky 
Flycatcher were the best. 

ABBREVIATIONS 

ad: adult 

BBS: Breeding Bird Survey 
BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co 
Cem: Cemetery 
Co(s): County(ies) 
fern: female 

FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 

ICSP: Indian Cave State Park, Richardson/Nemaha Cos 

imm: immature 

juv: juvenile 

L: Lake 

LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co 

LO: L Ogallala (includes contiguous Keystone L), Keith Co 
m. ob.: many observers 
NC: Nature Center 

NLB: North Lake Basin WMA, Seward Co 

NM: National Monument 

NNF: Nebraska National Forest 

NWR: National Wildlife Refuge 

PL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co 

PRSP: Platte River SP, Cass Co 
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PSP: Ponca SP, Dixon Co 
Res: Reservoir 

RWB: Rainwater Basin, including parts of Phelps, Hamilton, York, Clay, Fillmore, 

and Thayer Cos 

SHP: State Historical Park 

SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 

SP: State Park 

WMA: (State) Wildlife Management Area 
WP: Wilderness Park, Lincoln 
WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area 
WSR: Wind Springs Ranch, Sioux Co. 


GAZETTEER 

Harvard Marsh: Harvard WPA, Clay Co 

Jack Sinn: Memorial WMA, Lancaster and Saunders Cos 

Pine Ridge: escarpment in Sioux, Dawes, and Sheridan Cos 

Sandhills: large area of sand-based prairie in north-central Nebraska 

Wildcat Hills: escarpment in Scotts Bluff, Banner, and Morrill Cos 


OBSERVERS 

AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering 
ARy: Allen Reyer, Bellevue 
BA: Byron Alberts, Hayes Co 
BB: Bart Bly, Brighton, CO 
BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City 
BP: Brian Peterson, Omaha 
BW: Bob Wells, Omaha 
CK: Curtis Keck, Creighton 
CL: Charles Lesiak, Raymond 
Clu: Carl Lundblad, Moscow, ID 
CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue 
CW: Colin Woolley, Brighton, CO 
D&JP: Don & Jan Paseka, Ames 
DH: Dave Heidt, Norfolk 
DL: Dan Leger, Lincoln 
EA: Edward Allen, Lincoln 
EDS: Eileen D. Stukel, Pierre, SD 
GR: Gary Roberts, Fremont 
GW: Gabe Wilson, Ogallala 
HKH: Helen K. Hughson, Mitchell 
HR: Harold Reeve, Modesto, CA 
JBe: Jay Belsan, Ogallala 
JC: John Carlini, Lincoln 
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JG: Joe Gubanyi, Seward 

JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln 

JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield 

JR: Justin Rink, Omaha 

JRi: Juanita Rice, Fairmont 

JT: Jerry Toll, Omaha 

KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell 

KDy: Keith Dyke, Shenandoah, IA 

KO: Karl Overman, Farmington Hills, Ml 

L&BP: Loren & Babs Padelford, Bellevue 

LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln 

LR: Lanny Randolph, Minden 

LS: Larry Snyder, Kimball 

MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton 

MD: Mike Darbro, Merrick Co 

MH: Matt Hansen, Lincoln 

MW: Michael Willison, Lincoln 

PD: Paul Dunbar, Hastings 

PH: Paula Hoppe, Colon 

R&SW: Ron & Susan Whitney, Lincoln 

RH: Robin Harding, Minden 

RJ: Robert Jackson, Petaluma, CA 

RMa: Robert Manning, Omaha 

RR: Ryan Risher, Pittsgrove, NJ 

RSg: Ruben Siegfried, Gering 

RSt: Ruth Steams, Lincoln 

ScS: Scott Schmidt, Blair 

SJD: Stephen J. Dinsmore, Ames, 1A 

SMa: Sam Manning, Omaha 

SMD: Sher Marchman-Day, Kearney 

SQ: Susan Quinn, Nebraska City 

SR: Samantha Robinson, New Lyme, CT 

SSc: Susan Schwartz, Lincoln 

TG: Tom Gannon, Lincoln 

TH: Tania Homayoun, Kearney 

TK: Tyson Kahler, Lincoln 

TJW: T.J. Walker, Brady 

TM: Thomas Manion, Gretna 

VC: Virginia Clark, North Platte 

WF: William Flack, Kearney 

WM: Wayne Mollhoff, Ashland 

WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA 
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SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck: Nebraska’s 16th record, only 2 of which were prior 
to 1999, was one at Harvard Marsh 21-22 Jun (PD photo; RMa et al.). 

Greater White-fronted Goose: Single stragglers were at BOL 2 Jun (LE) and LO 4 
Jun (JGJ); westerly records are rare. 

Snow Goose: As numbers of this species increase, reports of summer stragglers 
increase; many are injured. No fewer than 66 were reported, including a flock 
of 30 in northeastern Dixon Co through 2 Jun (SR), 9 at Mormon Island SRA, 
Hall Co, 21-24 Jul (KO, EA et al.), and 6 at Falls City 14 Jun (SQ). 

Ross’s Goose: As summering Snow Geese increase in numbers, so do Ross’s; one 
was at BOL through 19 Jun (LE), and another was in Seward Co 17 Jun (GR). 
There are only 4 records of over-summering. 

Canada Goose: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident. 

Trumpeter Swan: At the nesting site near Ravenna, only one ad was visible 18 Jun 
(LR, RH). At a pond in western Douglas Co two ads were present 25 Jun and 9 
Jul, but no evidence of breeding was noted (CNK). 

Wood Duck: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident. 

Gadwail: Birds occurring in suitable habitat in late Jun and Jul may be nesting; 
although nesting is unexpected south of the Platte River, possibilities were the 
3 at Jack Sinn 27 Jun (LE), 2 at BOL 5 Jul (LE), and one in Thayer Co 11 Jul 
(LE). Such birds may also be failed breeders or molt migrants. 

American Wigeon: Reports were routine for this uncommon northwesterly summer 
resident. 

Mallard: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident. 

Blue-winged Teal: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident. 

Cinnamon Teal: Reports were routine for this uncommon western summer resident. 

Northern Shoveler: Molt migrants appear in late Jun-Jul; most are males. 
Candidates were singles in Sarpy Co 6 Jul (JR) and in western Douglas Co 14 
Jul (JR). Breeding is also possible, but rare south of the Platte River. 

Northern Pintail: Reports were routine for this common northerly, uncommon 
elsewhere, summer resident. 

Green-winged Teal: Reports were routine for this uncommon north-central summer 
resident. 

Canvasback: A surprise was a male in Richardson Co 1 Jul (JG); this is only the 6th 
mid-Jun to mid-Aug report from south of the Platte River. A few apparently 
summer on LO, where breeding has not been proven; 3 males were there 16 Jul 
(JGJ), possibly the same 3 that were there 4 Jun (JGJ). 

Redhead: As with Canvasback, a few appear on LO during late Jun-Jul; 12 were 
there 16 Jul (JGJ), possibly mo'lt migrants or failed breeders. Three at BOL 4 
Jun (LE) were rather late at that location. 

Ring-necked Duck: A male at NLB 3 Jul (CL fide JGJ) was a surprise, although one 
was there 9 Jul 2011 (JGJ). One at LO 16 Jul (JGJ) was a failed breeder or 
molt migrant. There is no documented breeding by this species in the state. 
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Greater Scaup: Most unexpected was a fem at Harvard Marsh 20 Jul (PD, photo). 
This is only the second summer record for the species; both were ferns, likely 
failed breeders, as early molt migrants are usually males. 

Lesser Scaup: One at BOL 11 Jun (LE) was tardy; last dates are in mid-Jun. One at 
LO 16 Jul with other diving ducks (JGJ) was likely a failed breeder; molt 
migrants tend to move northward to molt. 

Hooded Merganser: Significant was a pair in Dakota Co 8 Jun (BFH); reports of ad 
males at this date are highly suggestive of local breeding, of which there are 
few confirmed reports for the state. The usual imm birds resembling ad ferns 
were reported, including 5-7 at Harvard Marsh 21 Jun (PD); Hooded 
Mergansers do not breed until 2 years of age. 

Common Merganser: One at BOL 2 Jun (LE) was tardy; there are few reports after 
May, other than of molt migrants. For several years a few birds have appeared 
each year at LO in summer; these are presumed molt migrants, although this 
year only a single was present by 16 Jul (JGJ). The past few years have seen a 
few birds at the same spot on the Niobrara River within the Niobrara Valley 
Preserve; this year 3 were there 17 Jun (CNK). Two of the 4 breeding records 
for the state are from this area. 

Red-breasted Merganser: For the first time, this species was reported in summer 
under similar circumstances and in a similar location as Common Mergansers; 
3, including at least one “non-breeding” male, were about 10 miles west of 
Norden Bridge 3 Jul (JC, SSc; details). It seems likely these were also molt 
migrants. This is only the third record for Jun and Jul for the state. 

Ruddy Duck: Reports were routine for this locally uncommon (mostly Sandhills) 
summer resident. 

Northern Bobwhite: Reports were routine for this fairly common southeastern 
resident, less common north and west. 

Gray Partridge: All reports for the last few years have been from Dixon, Cedar, 
Knox, Boyd, Holt, Antelope, and Pierce Cos; 2 were seen 2 miles north of 
Highway 84 along Highway 81 in western Cedar Co 28 Jun (DH). 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Reports were routine for this locally common statewide 
resident. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Reports were routine for this fairly common northern and 
western grasslands resident. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: Up to 20 were in southeastern Dawson Co 2-9 Jun (LR, 
RH), near the southern edge of the Sandhills. Booming was still ongoing in 
southern Lincoln Co 6 Jun (TJW). 

Wild Turkey: A brood in Lancaster Co 25 Jul (LE) was rather late; few broods of 
recent fledglings are seen after Jul. 

Common Loon: The usual few scattered summer reports, all of imms (pre-breeders), 
were of singles at BOL 4 Jun (LE), near Norfolk 6 and 29 Jun (DH), in 
Sheridan Co 7 Jun (BP), and in Dakota Co 20-31 Jul (BFH). 

Pied-billed Grebe: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide summer 
resident. 

Horned Grebe: The only report was of a late straggler at LO 4 Jun (JGJ); there are 
only 3 later reports in spring. 
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Eared Grebe: Only the second Jul report away from the breeding range was one at 
BOL 31 Jul (LE). Fall migrants generally appear in late Aug. 

Western Grebe: Summer sightings in the east are unexpected; one was in Lancaster 
Co 21 Jun (LE). There are fewer than 10 such easterly Jun reports. 

Clark’s Grebe: None were reported. This is a locally rare western Sandhills 
summer resident. 

Neotropic Cormorant: Reports have been annual since 2009 as this species expands 
its summer visitor range northward. Two were reported, one at BOL 4-11 Jun 
(LE) and a juv at Standing Bear L, Douglas Co, 14-16 Jul (RMa, m. ob.; pics). 
These are the 20th and 21 st records for the state. 

Double-crested Cormorant: Last spring stragglers in the southeast were the 15 at 
BOL 22 Jun (SMa). This species is rare in mid-summer in the southeast, with 
fewest reports in the period 28 Jun-11 Jul. 

American White Pelican: Mid-summer occurrences in the southeast are unusual, 
and so 21 in Lancaster Co 19 Jun (LE) and one at PL 31 Jul (LE) were 
noteworthy. Reports are fewest in the southeast in early Jul. 

American Bittern: Nesting probably occurred at NLB in 2011 and 2012, when a 
pair was present each year (JC, SSc), but this summer only one bird was 
present, both 17 Jun and 14 Jul (JC, SSc). A little early to be fall migrants, 
thus also possibly nesting, were one calling at Jack Sinn 20 Jul (MW) and two 
at Harvard Marsh 21 Jul (SMa). Nesting has occurred at Harvard Marsh, but 
not at Jack Sinn, where habitat is probably not extensive enough most summers 
for this species to breed. 

Least Bittern: The only reports were from Harvard Marsh, where 1-2 were present 
21 Jun (PD) and one was photographed 24 Jul (SMa), and Crescent L NWR 20 
Jun (CLu). Breeding is likely at both locations, 

Great Blue Heron: Reports were routine for this locally common statewide summer 
resident. 

Great Egret: Reports were routine for this fairly common summer visitor in the east, 
rare in the west. 

Snowy Egret: The only report was of one in Clay Co 21-22 Jun (PD, SMa); reports 
are fewest mid-Jun through mid-Jul. 

Little Blue Heron: There were no reports of this rare summer visitor to the east and 
central, rare west. 

Cattle Egret: This species was scarce this summer, likely due to dry conditions, with 
only 3 birds reported: singles were at Holmes L, Lincoln, 15 Jun (TK), Harvard 
Marsh 21 Jun (PD), and near North Platte 13 Jul (VC, photo). 

Green Heron: Reports were routine for this common southeastern summer resident, 
rare to the north and west. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: The only report of significant summer numbers was 
the 12 at Harvard Marsh 22 Jun (RMa). This species probably breeds there 
most years. 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: The only reports were of good numbers of 
presumed post-breeding visitors to Harvard Marsh, where at least one ad and 
up to 5 imms were noted 20-21 Jul (PD, RMa, MW). High single-location 
summer tally is 9. 
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Glossy Ibis: The only report was of one photographed at Harvard Marsh 20 Jun 
(PD). Reports have declined the last couple of years, likely as observers are 
not as diligent about searching through flocks of White-faced Ibis. 

White-faced Ibis: Nesting occurred at Harvard Marsh, where 50 birds and 20 nests 
were found 21 Jun (PD) and numbers peaked at 83 on 20 Jul (PD), the latter 
count likely including newly-fledged birds. Nesting occurred there in 2007 and 
2010 . 

Turkey Vulture: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident. 

Osprey: This species has attempted to breed at several locations in the west in recent 
years, with the only apparent success the presence of young in the nest west of 
the Riverside Zoo in Scottsbluff in 2012. There was no activity at that site this 
year until a single ad was at the platform 15 Jul (KD). No activity was reported 
from the other western nest sites (Winters Creek L, LM, Keystone). Exciting 
news, however, was a nesting attempt at Summit L, Burt Co, where a single 
bird was nest-building on a very tall cell phone tower 6 Jun (ScS fide JGJ); it 
was wearing a band indicating it was a bird hacked in South Dakota in 2008 
(EDS fide JT). Two were present 17 Jun when copulation was observed (JT), 
and nest-building continued 19 Jun (ScS). The ad pair attended the nest 
through the period but no young were visible (CNK, WF), suggesting a lack of 
success. One in Colfax Co 11 Jun (D&JP) was likely a spring straggler (or one 
of the Summit L birds), and another at LM 16 Jul (JGJ) may have been one of 
the birds that attempted nesting near the lake in 2012. 

Mississippi Kite: Three at Imperial 20 Jun (JGJ) were in the area of a breeding 
attempt in 2012. A single in Pawnee Co 2 Jun (JC, SSc) was likely a migrant. 

Bald Eagle: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide summer 
resident. 

Northern Harrier: Reports were routine for this rare to locally uncommon statewide 
summer resident. 

Cooper’s Hawk: Reports were routine for this increasingly common statewide 
summer resident. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: A pair was in the area of FF, seen circling there 30 Jun 
(L&BP) and nearby over Bellevue 14 Jul (ARy). Nesting has occurred at FF in 
the past, but not proven since 2000. 

Broad-winged Hawk: None were reported, notably from known breeding locations 
in North Platte and at FF; there were reports this spring from both locations. 

Swainson’s Hawk: Reports were routine for this fairly common summer resident, 
rare to absent in the southeast. 

Red-tailed Hawk: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide summer 
resident. 

Ferruginous Hawk: Unexpected for the date was an imm at a Prairie Dog town at 
Hultine WPA, Clay Co, 30 Jun (D&JP). The species is known to winter, at 
least in most years, in Clay Co. 

Golden Eagle: Reports were routine for this uncommon western resident. 

King Rail: The only report was of a “possible” at Harvard Marsh 21 Jul (SMa); it 
was described as a “large rail” when flushed (RMa, SMa). 

Virginia Rail: Reports were routine for this locally common Sandhills, uncommon 
to rare elsewhere, summer resident. 
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Sora: Reports were routine for this locally common north-central, rare elsewhere, 
summer resident. 

American Coot: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident. 

Sandhill Crane: There were several reports of scattered pairs around the state, 
continuing the trend of isolated breeding attempts in recent years. The long¬ 
time pair at Kiowa WMA, Scotts Bluff Co, was seen 12 Jun and again 14 Jul, 
but no young were seen at the later date (KD). A successful pair, with a chick, 
was near Bodarc, Sioux Co, 14 Jun (KDy). Two were at Harvard Marsh 20 Jul 
(PD), but no evidence of young was observed. Unison calls were heard from a 
pair near Overton 9 Jun (LR, RH); no evidence of breeding was noted. 
Surprising was the report of 4-5 heard over ICSP 22 Jun (JR); other than 
reports of probable breeding birds, this is only the 13th Jun-Jul report overall. 

Black-bellied Plover: None were reported; migrants are usually fairly common into 
the first week of Jun. 

American Golden-Plover: None were reported; although rare, a few ads usually 
appear by the end of Jul. 

Snowy Plover: A welcome report was the presence of 4 ads and one brood at LM 
during the period (GW fide SJD). 

Semipalmated Plover: The only report was of a rather early bird at Jack Sinn 31 Jul 
(MW); early dates are 24-31 Jul. 

Piping Plover: Reports from known breeding locations were of 86 nests for the 
season at LM (GW fide SJD), 4 near Niobrara 6 Jun (MB), one near PSP 2 Jun 
(SR), 3 at Lewis & Clark L, Cedar Co, 23 Jul (RR), and one at Two Rivers SP, 
Douglas/Saunders Cos, 29 Jun (MW). 

Killdeer: Best count of fall flockers was the moderate 231 at Jack Sinn 16 Jul (LE); 
high fall counts are in the range 700-1000. 

Mountain Plover: By 3 Jul the Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory crew had found 
and marked 63 nests in Kimball Co, 32 of which contained eggs which had 
hatched (LS). Nesting was a little late due to snowstorms that delayed arrival 
of the birds on the breeding grounds (LS). 

Black-necked Stilt: No large numbers were reported; best count was only 6, at 
Lakeside 16 Jun (KDy). There were several reports of 1-3 birds from Dawson 
Co west (m. ob.), but the only reports east of there were of one in Clay Co 21 
Jun (PD) and another at Harvard Marsh 20 Jul (PD). 

American Avocet: Rare in the east in summer, one at Harvard Marsh 20 Jul (PD) 
was likely an early migrant. Elsewhere, best count was the 56 at Lakeside 16 
Jun (KDy), tying the second-highest summer tally. 

Spotted Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this uncommon statewide summer 
resident. 

Solitary Sandpiper: Fall migrants may arrive as early as late Jun; singles were at 
Crescent L NWR 29 Jun (MH) a M Harvard Marsh 30 Jun (D&JP). 

Greater Yellowlegs: One with an injured wing near Niobrara 6 Jun (MB) was likely 
unable to continue migration. There is about a one week gap between late 
spring and early fall migration dates, 1-8 Jun. 

Willet: One at LM 4 Jun (JGJ) was rather late away from the breeding range. Fall 
migrants appear in late Jun; the 16 at BOL 27 Jun (LE) provided a good 
example. 
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Lesser Yellowlegs: One in Clay Co 21 Jun (PD) was rather early; first fall dates are 
16-19 Jun. 

Upland Sandpiper: Fall flocking begins in mid-Jul; 15 were at a prairie dog town 
near Harvard Marsh 11 Sep (LE), and 13, including 8 ads and 5 chicks, were 
along a short stretch of road near Harrison 13 Jul (KD). 

Long-billed Curlew: Good numbers were reported on a BBS route in McPherson 
Co 13 Jun: 16 in all (KDy), and 3 ads with 2 chicks were in northern Sioux Co 
15 Jun (KDy). 

Marbled Godwit: Reports were routine for this uncommon western fall migrant, 
rare in the east. 

Ruddy Turnstone: A late spring migrant on a sandbar at Rowe Sanctuary 6 Jun 
(TH) provided the second-latest spring date on record. 

Sanderling: Three near Niobrara 6 Jun (MB) were rather late, but one at LM 20 Jun 
(JGJ) was only the 5th record for 8-30 Jun. 

Semipaimated Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this locally abundant statewide 
migrant. 

Western Sandpiper: The only report was of one at LM 28 Jul (MW). 

Least Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this common statewide migrant. 

White-rumped Sandpiper: Well-known as a late migrant in spring, “hundreds” 
were near Niobrara 6 Jun (MB); last spring dates are 21-23 Jun. 

Baird’s Sandpiper: Rather late was one near Niobrara 6 Jun (MB); last dates for 
spring are 6-7 Jun. Early for fall were 2 in Clay Co 11 Jul (LE); early fall dates 
are all on 9 Jul. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this common statewide migrant. 

Dunlin: None were reported for this fairly common spring migrant, occurring 
commonly into Jun. 

Stilt Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this common statewide migrant. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: None were reported; fall migrants usually appear 
statewide by the end of Jul. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: Two ads of the expected subspecies Limnodromus griseus 
hendersoni were at Jack Sinn 14 Jul (DL, photo); most reports of ads are in the 
period 9-28 Jul, with juvs later. 

Long-billed Dowitcher: The 5 in Clay Co 11 Jul (LE) were earliest on record for 
fall by 2 days. Early fall dates are not well-documented, and confusion with 
Short-billeds, the expected species through late Jul, is possible. 

Wilson’s Snipe: Reports were routine for this uncommon northern and western 
summer resident. 

American Woodcock: Reports were routine for this fairly common easterly summer 
resident. 

Wilson’s Phalarope: Breeding is rare in the southeastern part of the state. A fern 
was at NLB 22 Jun (SMa), and a territorial bird was at Harvard Marsh 20 Jul 
(PD), both locations where nesting has occurred previously. 

Franklin’s Gull: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide migrant, 
uncommon in mid-summer. 

Ring-billed Gull: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide summer 
visitor. 
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California Gull: As usual, reports were from LM, where the species is uncommon in 
mid-summer; 4-11 were present during the period (JGJ). 

Herring Gull: None were reported; summer reports are rare and usually of imms. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: The only report was of a late migrant first cycle bird at 
LM 4 Jun (JGJ). This is only the 4th record for the period 6 May-29 Jul. 

Least Tern: Apparently the first record west of LM was a single at Oliver Res, 
Kimball Co, 16 Jun (LS fide JGJ). The low water levels at LM allowed the 
presence of 19 nests for the season (GW fide SJD). 

Caspian Tern: One in Dixon Co 9 Jun (BFH) was rather late; most have moved 
through by 10 Jun, but there are a few later reports. Two at LM 16 Jul (JGJ) 
were rather early; there are scattered early and mid-Jul reports. 

Black Tern: Reports were routine for this common statewide migrant. 

Common Tern: None were reported; spring migrants are usually found into Jun. 

Forster’s Tern: There were only 15 reports overall for 12 Jun-3 Jul; thus 2 at 
Wagon Train SRA, Lancaster Co, 21 Jun (LE) and 4 at BOL 27 Jun (LE) were 
noteworthy. Rather late for spring were 5 at BOL 11 Jun (LE) and rather early 
for fall was a single at Harvard Marsh 4 Jul (EA). 

Rock Pigeon: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

White-winged Dove: Reports continue to increase, although records of successful 
breeding are still scarce. Of most interest was a pair at Brady; there were 4 
birds present in spring and nest-building was observed, but only one pair 
persisted through 29 Jun and no further evidence of successful breeding was 
observed (TJW). Another pair was at a LM yard 11 Jun, possibly the pair that 
was there until 14 May but absent since (JBe), and yet another pair was in 
Merrick Co for about 3 weeks through 24 Jul (MD fide D&JP; photos). 
Additional reports of singles were north of North Platte 20 Jun (VC, photo), at 
Gretna 24 Jun (TM), and at Creighton 5 Jul (CK fide MB). 

Mourning Dove: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide summer resident. 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide 
summer visitor. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: There were 3 reports: one was heard at 1CSP 26 Jun (JR), 
another in canyons south of Gothenburg 1 Jul was the observer’s first in 2-3 
years (TJW), and one was in Lancaster Co 17 Jun (GR). This species is at a 
low ebb in Nebraska. 

Barn Owl: There were 3 reports, including one of nesting in a dead tree in Buffalo 
Co 23 Jul (SMD); elsewhere, one was at Fort Robinson, Dawes Co, 1 Jun (BP), 
and one was in Dawson Co 7 Jul (HR). 

Eastern Screech-Owl: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

Great Horned Owl: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

Burrowing Owl: Reports were routine for this uncommon western summer resident, 
rare eastward. 

Barred Owl: Reports are accumulating from the Little Blue River drainage; one in 
east-central Thayer Co 11 Jul (LE) was only the third from that county as this 
species expands its range westward. 

Long-eared Owl: None were reported of this rare statewide summer resident. 

Short-eared Owl: None were reported of this rare statewide summer resident. 



112 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vol. 81 No. 3 


Northern Saw-whet Owl: None were reported; although hypothetical as a breeder, a 
spring survey in 2010 detected a significant population in Panhandle 
pinewoods (BB et al., 2010). 

Common Nighthawk: Migrants can still be passing through in early Jun; a group of 
10 was flying northwest over Goehner, Seward Co, 3 Jun (JG). 

Common Poorwill: Reports were routine for this common western and central 
summer resident. 

Chuck-will’s-widow: This species is expanding the known range westward in 
southeastern Nebraska, where one was found in Thayer Co along the Little 
Blue River east of Hebron 11 Jul (LE). 

Eastern Whip-poor-will: One at the NNF at Halsey, Thomas Co, 27 Jun (WM) was 
westerly but not unprecedented at that location. 

Chimney Swift: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident. 

White-throated Swift: Reports were routine for this uncommon Panhandle summer 
resident. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Continuing a recent trend of increasing Panhandle 
records, an ad fern was present in a Mitchell yard “most of the summer” 
through at least 16 Jun (KD). This is the westernmost record of summering; a 
male and a fern were in the same yard in May and Jun 2012 (KD). An imm 
male at Mercer Woods, Omaha, 18 Jul was described as the “first true migrant” 
for fall (JR). 

Black-chinned Hummingbird: A bird photographed at a LM feeder 28 Jul 2012 
(JBe, photo) was later identified as this species, mainly due to its grayish-green 
plumage. If confirmed by NOU Records Committee, it would be the second 
for Nebraska. The first was photographed in Scotts Bluff Co 7-8 May 2012 
(MS). 

Broad-tailed Hummingbird: The only reports were from the DeLara feeder near 
Mitchell 27 Jul (KD, MW). There have been more reports of Calliope and 
Rufous Hummingbirds than Broad-tailed the last 2-3 years. 

Rufous Hummingbird: Adding to the 23 previous records from the east was a juv 
male in Lancaster Co 17 Jul (R&SW, photo). The remaining reports were from 
the DeLara yard near Mitchell 11-27 Jul, involving at least 5 individuals 
(KD,MW), one on West Ash Creek, Dawes Co, 27 Jul (MW), and 2 at Chadron 
SP, Dawes Co, 28 Jul (MW). 

Calliope Hummingbird: One at WSR 8 Jul (HKH) was 3rd-earliest to date for the 
state. Up to 6 more were reported in Scotts Bluff Co through 21-30 Jul (KD, 
AK). 

Belted Kingfisher: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide summer 
resident. 

Lewis’s Woodpecker: The only report was of one in Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 
14 Jun (PD), near the site that has hosted several in the last few years. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident, uncommon in the west. 

Acorn Woodpecker: An amazing record, although Nebraska’s third, was in a Hayes 
Co yard 15 Jun; luckily it was photographed (BA photo; fide TJW). 
Nebraska’s only other records are one in southeastern Cherry Co 19-22 May 
1996 and another in Blair 7 Oct 2012. 
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Red-bellied Woodpecker: The pair in a yard near Mitchell continued through the 
period (KD). This species has gained a small foothold in Scotts Bluff Co in 
recent years, first appearing at McGrew in 2000, and subsequently, since 2010, 
in the DeLara yard, where only a single bird was seen until Sep 2011 when 2 
appeared. 

Downy Woodpecker: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

Hairy Woodpecker: The fern with black “shoulders”, presumably of Rocky 
Mountain origin or at least genetically leaning in that direction, that appeared 
this winter in the DeLara yard near Mitchell was still there through the summer 
period (KD). 

Northern Flicker: Reports of this common statewide summer resident were routine. 

Pileated Woodpecker: There may be at least 3 pairs of this species in FF; 3-5 were 
found there on various visits in Jun (JR). 



This Acorn Woodpecker, Nebraska’s third, was photographed by 
Byron Alberts in Hayes Co 15 Jun 2013; it remained only until 16 Jun. 

American Kestrel: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide summer 
resident. 

Peregrine Falcon: An emaciated individual picked up near Ravenna 22 Jun and 
taken to Raptor Recovery (fide JGJ, photo) was identified as of the migratory 
subspecies Falco peregrinus tundrius (JGJ). This subspecies is probably 
under-reported in Nebraska. 

Prairie Falcon: Reports were routine for this uncommon western summer resident. 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: One in Dawes Co 14 Jun (KDy) tied the third-latest spring 
date. 

Western Wood-Pewee: These birds were “everywhere” in Scotts Bluff Co 1 Jun 
(AK). Migrants are still passing through at that date. 
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Eastern Wood-Pewee: Reports were routine for this common eastern summer 
resident. 

Acadian Flycatcher: Expected reports were of 5 at ICSP 2 Jun (WRS) and up to 4 at 
FF 5-8 Jun (SMa, RSt), but one at Two Rivers SRA 20 Jun (SQ) was at a new 
location for this increasingly-reported species. One at WP 3 Jun (DL) 
continues the presence there of at least one singing male since 2010. 

Alder Flycatcher: Last migrants reported were singles identified by voice at Mercer 
Woods 1 Jun (JR) and at the Gordon Cem 4-5 Jun (CNK). There are 2 later 
spring dates, 9 and 10 Jun. 

Willow Flycatcher: Reports were routine for this uncommon statewide summer 
resident. 

Least Flycatcher: This species likely breeds on occasion in northern and western 
Nebraska, but there is little or no solid evidence to support this. There are 
several tantalizing reports in mid-late Jun, however, including this year’s 
reports of 2 in pines at Cub Creek L, Keya Paha Co, 19 Jun (CNK) and another 
“singing continuously” at FF 21 Jun (L&BP). None were found, however, at 
either of these locations during later checks 27 Jun (WM) and 30 Jun (L&BP) 
respectively. 

Dusky Flycatcher: One photographed in Carter Canyon, Scotts Bluff Co, 14 Jun 
(PD) was identified by color, structure, eye-ring pattern and wing formula (PD, 
SJD). This is the 6th spring record overall; there are about 26 fall records. 

Cordilleran Flycatcher: Reports were routine for this uncommon Panhandle 
pinewoods summer resident. 

Eastern Phoebe: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide summer 
resident, rare in the west. 

Say’s Phoebe: One in Sumner, Dawson Co, 9 Jun (LR, RH), and another in Hall Co 
5 Jun (RJ) were easterly. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident, uncommon westward. 

Cassin’s Kingbird: The 10 in Carter Canyon, Scotts Bluff Co, 25 Jul (JGJ) was a 
good tally; small groups start to appear in late Jul, but migration peaks around 
1 Sep. 

Western Kingbird: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident. 

Eastern Kingbird: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident. 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: The only nesting reported was near Odell, Gage Co; ads 
and up to 3 juvs were reported (WF, MW, m. ob.), and the presumed nest was 
located 25 Jul (JR). There are now at least 20 occurrences of breeding, about 
15 of which are since 1990. None of the 3 birds reported this spring were 
reported in summer. 

Loggerhead Shrike: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide summer 
resident. 

Bell’s Vireo: Ads feeding fledged young 12 Jul in Hall Co (CNK) were timely. 

Yellow-throated Vireo: One in Seward Co 13 Jul (RSt) was westerly; this report 
and 2 birds in Jefferson Co 16 Jun 2011 (CNK) suggest that a population may 
be establishing as far west as the Big Blue drainage. 
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Plumbeous Vireo: Reports were routine for this uncommon northwestern Panhandle 
summer resident. 

Warbling Vireo: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident. 

Red-eyed Vireo: Reports were routine for this common northern and eastern 
summer resident, uncommon in the west and southwest. 

Pinyon Jay: None were reported of this secretive in summer western resident. 

Blue Jay: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. As with other 
species to follow cited as “resident”, it is not known whether breeding birds 
remain in the state through winter. 

Black-billed Magpie: This species has been “scarce in recent years” at the eastern 
edge of the range in Madison Co, but one was there 10 Jun (DH). 

American Crow: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

Horned Lark: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

Purple Martin: At the west edge of the species’ range were 30 at a “colony” in 
Benkelman that has been established since the 1980s, 20 Jun (JGJ). The 
Omaha roost was assembling by 25 Jul, when 2000 were present (JR), a little 
later than in previous years. 

Tree Swallow: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident, 
less common westward. 

Violet-green Swallow: The 39 at Scotts Bluff NM 17 Jul (KD) was a good summer 
tally at this traditional nesting site. 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Reports were routine for this common statewide 
summer resident. 

Bank Swallow: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide summer 
resident, less common westward. 

Cliff Swallow: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident. 

Cave Swallow: Convincing details were provided for one at Harvard Marsh 20 Jul 
(PD); the report will be submitted to the NOU Records Committee. There are 
5 records to date, all from Keith Co. 

Barn Swallow: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident. 

Black-capped Chickadee: Reports were routine for this statewide resident. 

Tufted Titmouse: Reports were routine for this common eastern resident. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: One was at the Gordon Cem 4 Jun where the species has 
nested for “several years” (CNK). Nesting has been documented only once in 
the Wildcat Hills, although there are a few summer reports; one was at Wildcat 
Hills NC 3 Jun (TG). 

White-breasted Nuthatch: Reports were routine for this common eastern, central, 
and northwestern resident, rare to absent elsewhere. 

Pygmy Nuthatch: One at Chadron SP 22 Jun (AK) was at the eastern edge of the 
breeding range. 

Brown Creeper: None were reported; breeding in low numbers is known from 
Sarpy and southeastern Washington Co, on the Pine Ridge, and in Brown Co. 

Rock Wren: Reports were routine for this fairly common western summer resident, 
rare central. 

House Wren: Burning to remove undergrowth as part of woodland restoration at 
ICSP has affected this species; only one was found on surveys there 2 Jun 
(WRS). 
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Sedge Wren: Birds lingering into Jun might be nesting, although nesting is rare in 
this species until Aug when birds return. Last reported in Jun were singles 18 
Jun in Seward (GR) and 17 Jun in western Seward Co (SSc). First returnee 
reported was at Jack Sinn 20 Jul (MW). 

Marsh Wren: The 30+ near Hyannis 16 Jun (KDy) was a good count; high for 
summer is 110 at Crescent L NWR in 1995. 

Carolina Wren: One near Overton 9 Jun (LR, RH) was only the 5th Platte River 
Valley report west of Kearney. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: This species continues to move into new areas, notably in 
the central part of the state. One singing in the cedar canyons of Lincoln Co 
was the first breeding season record there (TJW), and another was at LO 16 Jul 
(JGJ). This is still a rare bird in Keith and Lincoln Cos. 

Eastern Bluebird: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident, uncommon westward. 

Mountain Bluebird: Reports were routine for this fairly common western summer 
resident. 

Veery: An apparent eastern bird (Catharus fuseescens fuscescens) was in Dawes Co 
1 Jun (KD, HKH; details). Previous reports of this subspecies have been 
limited to the east. 

Swainson’s Thrush: Reports were routine for this common statewide migrant. 

Wood Thrush: Reports were routine for this fairly common eastern summer 
resident, rare north. 

American Robin: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident. 

Gray Catbird: Two in Thayer Co were carrying nest material 30 Jun (JT), rather 
late, although there are egg dates into late Jul. 

Northern Mockingbird: Good numbers continue in the prairie regions of the 
southeast; 8 were in Pawnee and Gage Cos 19 Jun (RSt). One was carrying 
food in Gage Co 25 Jul (LE), a bit on the late side. This species is fairly 
common statewide from the Platte Valley southward. 

Brown Thrasher: The 25 in Lancaster Co 4 Jun (LE) was a good count for summer. 

European Starling: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

Cedar Waxwing: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide summer 
resident. 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: Reports were routine for this fairly common 
Panhandle and uncommon northern summer resident. 

McCown’s Longspur: Reports were routine for this fairly common western 
Panhandle summer resident. 

Ovenbird: Two were southwest of Brady 4 Jul along a river channel in the area 
around Chester Island WMA where pairs have summered for the previous 3 
years (TJW). 

Louisiana Waterthrush: Excellent data were provided regarding territories and 
breeding phenology at PRSP; five territories were identified, with juvs noted in 
four of these 26 Jun (JC, SSc). Juvs were first noted 18 Jun (JC, SSc), 2 were 
seen 3 Jul (GR), and most birds had departed 24 Jul (JC, SSc). 

Black-and-white Warbler: None were reported; this species breeds in low numbers 
in the north and on the Pine Ridge. 
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Prothonotary Warbler: The only report was of one at FF 13 Jun (TG), where 1-2 
were present in spring. No evidence of breeding was forthcoming. 

Tennessee Warbler: One at PSP 9 Jun (BFH) was rather late; late dates are 10-11 
Jun. 

Orange-crowned Warbler: Last migrant reported was rather late in Gering 1 Jun 
(RSg); last dates are 1-3 Jun. 

MacGillivray’s Warbler: None were reported; migrants usually occur into the first 
few days of Jun. 

Mourning Warbler: Last migrant was one singing at 1CSP 1 Jun (WRS); last dates 
for this late migrant are 12-15 Jun. 

Kentucky Warbler: This species has become well-established in the Missouri River 
Valley in recent years; 11 were at 1CSP 20 Jun (JR), at least 2 singing males 
were at FF (RSt, TG), and at least 2 pairs were at PRSP, one of which fledged 
at least one young bird by 3 Jul (GR, JC, SSc). One was at Tobacco Island 
WMA, Cass Co, 3 Jul (CNK), a new location. 

Common Yellowthroat: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident. 

Hooded Warbler: There were no reports of the territorial male at FF after 28 May. 

American Redstart: Breeding within the city of Omaha would be unexpected due to 
habitat considerations; however, a pair appeared to be setting up a territory at 
Mercer Woods 1 Jun (JR). 

Northern Parula: Reports were routine for this uncommon eastern summer resident. 

Yellow Warbler: Ads were feeding fledged young in Hall Co 12 Jul (CNK), about 
on time. 

Yellow-rumped (Audubon’s) Warbler: One at Chadron SP 22 Jun (AK) was at the 
east edge of the Pine Ridge breeding range. 

Yellow-throated Warbler: The only summer report was of one at FF 5 Jun (SMa); 
this is a summering location. 

Yellow-breasted Chat: Numbers were up along the Niobrara River 3 Jul 
(“boatloads” JC, SSc) and in the cedar canyons of Lincoln Co (TJW). 

Spotted Towhee: Easterly for the date was one in Seward Co 13 Jun with an Eastern 
Towhee (RSt). Most central Nebraska Pipilo towhees are intergrades to 
varying degree. Two in Furnas Co 30 Jun (LR, RH) were near the east edge of 
the usual southern summer range, generally thought to be Harlan Co. 

Eastern Towhee: Following a spate of unexpected reports in Scotts Bluff Co this 
spring, one which “looked and sounded” like this species was at Scotts Bluff 
NM, Scotts Bluff Co, 17 Jul (KD). Singles in Seward Co 13 Jun (RSt) and 
Gage Co 15 Jul (JG) were westerly but within the expected summer range. 

Cassin’s Sparrow: The 4 reports were from the west and southwest as expected; 2 
were at Courthouse Rock, Morrill Co, 15 Jun (KD, photo), one was 5 miles 
south of Crescent L, Garden Co, 14 Jun (PD), 4 were found west of 
Benkelman, Dundy Co, (JGJ), and one was in Chase Co 20 Jun (JGJ). 

Chipping Sparrow: This species is gradually occupying parts of the southwest 
where is has not traditionally summered; for a few years it has been found 
around residences in the cedar canyons in Lincoln Co, but this year numbers 
there “increased significantly” (TJW). 
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Clay-colored Sparrow: Two at Gordon Cem 4 Jun (CNK) were likely late migrants, 
although breeding in the north and west has long been suspected but never 
proven. 

Brewer’s Sparrow: A singing male was in south-central Kimball Co 6-20 Jun (CW, 
photo). In recent years singing birds have been found in the Panhandle away 
from sage habitats. 

Field Sparrow: Reports were routine for this fairly common eastern and central 
summer resident, rare in the west. 

Vesper Sparrow: Although a common migrant over most of the state, breeding 
occurs generally only in the north and east. A singing male in Frontier Co 1 Jul 
was the observer’s first summer record in the southwest (TJW) and only the 5th 
summer record from Keith and Lincoln Cos south. 

Lark Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common northern and western 
summer resident, fairly common elsewhere. 

Lark Bunting: There was an influx into the southwest; the cedar canyons of Lincoln 
Co were “invaded”, with birds counted at 15-20 of 50 BBS route stops 6 Jun 
(TJW), and 10-15 were in eastern Dawson Co 2-9 Jun (LR, RH). The species 
tends to be more numerous eastward in dry years. 

Savannah Sparrow: The small breeding group south of Hay Springs persists; 4 
territorial birds spaced out at 150-200 yard intervals were present 11 Jun 
(WM). This species has summered in this general area for many years. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: One was carrying nest material at BOL 31 Jul (LE), rather 
late. There are egg dates for Aug, however. 

Henslow’s Sparrow: The only report was of one in Richardson Co 2 Jun (WF). 
This is a localized summer resident of specifically-structured grassland in 
southeastern Nebraska. 

Song Sparrow: As with Chipping and Vesper Sparrows, this species is gradually 
occupying the southwest; 3 were along the Republican River in Webster Co 23 
Jun (LR, RH), only about the 10th summer record for this river valley. One 
was carrying food in Lancaster Co 4 Jun (LE), about on time. 

Swamp Sparrow: This is an uncommon cattail marsh specialist mostly in central 
Nebraska during summer; the only reports were of one in Lincoln Co 7 Jun 
(TJW) and 4 in Loup Co 20 Jul (TJW). . 

Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: None were reported; this is an uncommon Pine 
Ridge resident. 

Summer Tanager: A family group with ads feeding fledged young was at PRSP 24 
Jul (JC, SSc), about on time. 

Scarlet Tanager: There are few reports from the Platte River Valley between Hall 
and Sarpy Cos; one was singing in Nance Co 18 Jul (TJW). 

Western Tanager: One at Gordon Cem 5 Jun was the observer’s first there (CNK); 
it was likely a migrant, as Gordon is south and east of the east edge of the 
species’ Pine Ridge breeding range. 

Northern Cardinal: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident, rare 
in the western Panhandle. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: A male was westerly at Brady 4 Jun (TJW); migrants 
occur regularly in low numbers in the western half of the state. 
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Black-headed Grosbeak: Numbers were up in the Lincoln Co cedar canyons 
(TJW); the species summers east to about Buffalo Co. A surprise was a fern at 
Jack Sinn 20 Jul (MW, EA photo), only the 6th summer record for the east. 

Blue Grosbeak: Two were nest-building near Colon 10 Jun (PH), and one was 
carrying food in Lancaster Co 14 Jun (LE), the latter rather early for this late- 
arriving spring migrant. 

Lazuli Bunting: Reports were routine for this uncommon western summer resident. 

Indigo Bunting: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident, 
rare in the west. 

Dickcissel: Reports were routine for this common eastern and central summer 
resident, rare in the west. 

Bobolink: Reports were routine for this fairly common northern summer resident, 
uncommon elsewhere. 

Red-winged Blackbird: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident. 

Eastern Meadowlark: Reports were routine for this common eastern, locally 
common central and western Sandhills summer resident. 

Western Meadowlark: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide summer 
resident. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident, less common southward. 

Brewer’s Blackbird: Two near Gordon 5 Jun (CNK) were east of the usual summer 
range. 

Common Grackle: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide summer 
resident. 

Great-tailed Grackle: Reports were routine for this common southeastern, fairly 
common elsewhere, summer resident. 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident. 

Orchard Oriole: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident. 

Bullock’s Oriole: Reports were routine for this fairly common western summer 
resident. 

Baltimore Oriole: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident, 
rare west. 

House Finch: An excessively red-plumaged male was photographed in Lincoln Co 
11 Jun (VC); its head was completely red except for the characteristic brown 
eye-stripe and the red color of the breast extended almost to the legs. 

Red Crossbill: A major surprise was the sighting of 2 at ICSP 2 Jun which looked 
like Type 2 Red Crossbills (JR), the form breeding in Nebraska. These may 
have been late wintering birds, early post-breeding dispersers, or even birds 
that nested in eastern Nebraska, a not-unprecedented occurrence. Ads were 
feeding a fledgling at Gordon Cem 5 Jun (CNK) at the edge of the Pine Ridge 
breeding range. 

Pine Siskin: This species sometimes breeds early in unexpected parts of the state 
after good numbers have wintered; it is often difficult to detect whether 
breeding occurred because the fledged young are mobile often before the last 
wintering birds depart in early Jun. Juv plumage is similar to that of adults, 



120 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vol. 81 No. 3 


although sometimes a bit huffier, and so intriguing was the reappearance after a 
3-week absence of 4 birds, 2 looking a bit paler, in Lincoln 30 May (RSt); 
these may have been a family group with 2 recently-fledged young. A 
wintering group of 50-100 in Omaha dwindled to 6-12 by 2 Jun (BW), and 1-2 
were reported in yards, strangely all on 2 Jun, in Bellevue (CNK), Fairmont 
(JRi), and Dixon Co (JJ). 

Lesser Goldfinch: Regular locations in Scotts Bluff Co are Carter Canyon, where 4 
were seen 14 Jun (PD) and 2 on 25 Jul (JGJ), and Wildcat Hills NC, where 2 
were found 14 Jun (PD) and 3 on 25 Jul (JGJ). 

American Goldfinch: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident. 

House Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 


2012 (24th) REPORT OF THE NOU RECORDS COMMITTEE 

Mark A. Brogie - NOU Records Committee Chairperson 
508 Seeley Street, Box 316 
Creighton, Nebraska 68729 

The functions and methods of the Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union Records 
Committee (NOURC) are described in its bylaws (NOURC 2010). The committee’s 
purpose is to provide a procedure for documenting unusual bird sightings and to 
establish a list of all documented birds for Nebraska. Accidental and casual species 
for which the NOURC seeks documentation (NOURC Review List) can be found at 
the NOU website (www.noubirds.org). 

All records mentioned here are available to interested persons at the NOU 
archives at the University of Nebraska State Museum (UNSM), Lincoln, NE. 
Interested parties should contact the current NOU Librarian, whose address can be 
found in the latest issue of The Nebraska Bird Review (NBR). 

State List: 

The “Official List of the Birds of Nebraska” was first published in 1988 (NOU 
1988) and has been updated three times (NOURC 1997, 2004, 2009). The “Official 
List” has been appended twenty-two times: (Mollhoff 1989; Grenon 1990, 1991; 
Gubanyi 1996a, 1996b, 1996c; Brogie 1997, 1998, 1999, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 

2007, 2008, 2009a, 2009b; 2011, 2012; Jorgensen 2001, 2002, 2003). The American 
Ornithologists’ Union Checklist of North American Birds, Seventh Edition (1998) 
and its following supplements: (AOU: 2000, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 

2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012) have made many taxonomic changes affecting 
Nebraska birds. This report covers all revisions made by the AOU in 2012 affecting 
changes in taxonomic status of species on the most recent published “Official List of 
the Birds of Nebraska: 2009” (NOURC 2009, www.noubirds.org). The following 
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includes all accounts submitted during the 2012 calendar year covering 58 records 
with accession numbers 1442-1499. 

Criteria for Accepted Records: 

In order for a record to be accepted, a minimum of six votes in favor is required 
with no more than one dissenting vote (NOURC 2010). Records in the following 
categories are classified as accepted: 

I-S - a diagnostic, labeled specimen exists 

I-P - diagnostic, labeled photographic evidence exists 

I-R - a diagnostic, labeled recording exists 

II - three or more independently written diagnostic documentations of 

the same bird exist 

III - one or two independently written diagnostic documentations of the 

same bird exist 

Each account of an accepted record includes a brief statement noting the 
species, class, date, location, and initials of observer(s). 

This report summarizes all records accessioned in 2012, discusses any new 
additions to the state list, and reports any changes in firmness of data of Nebraska 
birds. Additionally, the list reflects changes in frequency of occurrence, as 
determined by the NOU Records Committee, which reviewed records of bird 
occurrences in Nebraska for 2003-2012. Frequency of occurrence is indicated by the 
following terms (NOURC 2009): 

Regular - acceptably reported in 9-10 of the past 10 years. 

Casual - acceptably reported in 4-7 of the past 10 years. 

Accidental - acceptably reported in 0-2 of the past 10 years. 

Extirpated - not acceptably reported in the past 50 years. 

Extinct - no longer found alive anywhere in the world. 

The frequency of occurrence for any species that is acceptably reported in 3 or 8 of 
the last 10 years is discussed by the committee and placed in a category felt most 
appropriate by the committee. With this report, the following changes are made to 
the “Official List of the Birds of Nebraska: 2009” (NOURC 2009). 


2012 Additions to State List: 

With the addition of the three species discussed below, the “Official List of the 
Birds of Nebraska” stands at 458 species. 
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Hooded Crane {Grus monacha ) 

1. The 2011 submitted photographic records of the bird observed in Hall Co., 
March and April 2011, were approved (Class I-P, WW & CC, GL, MU, PD). 
After an extensive investigation, the NOURC could find no evidence that this 
bird could be attributed to any captive origin. The Nebraska bird was a strong 
flier and exhibited no signs of ever being confined. The NOURC decided that 
its findings, in conjunction with the species distribution, propensity for 
vagrancy, behavior of the bird, and its association with migratory “Lesser” 
Sandhill Crane (G. canadensis canadensis ) support wild provenance from 
Eurasia. This constitutes the first record for Hooded Crane for Nebraska. 
Accession numbers 1397, 1398, 1399, & 1400. 

Crested Caracara ( Caracara cheriway ) 

2. A photograph (Class I-P, JGJ) was received of a bird that was picked up (JH) 
east of Genoa, Nance Co., 14 July 2012. The incapacitated bird was held in 
captivity and was eventually turned over to Raptor Recovery Nebraska on 11 
November. The bird was emaciated and missing an eye but was rehabilitated 
and sent to Texas for probable release. This constitutes the first accepted 
documentation of Crested Caracara in Nebraska. Accession # 1487. 

Black-chinned Hummingbird {Archilochus alexandri) 

3. A set of photographs (Class I-P, MS) was received of a female hummingbird 
observed inside Jane’s Greenhouse, Scottsbluff, Scotts Bluff Co., 07 May 
2012. The excellent photographs provided sufficient details to identify the 
bird; resulting in the first accepted documentation of Black-chinned 
Hummingbird in Nebraska. Accession # 1452. 


Changes Involving Nebraska Species Due to AOU Taxonomic Revisions: 

The Fifty-third supplement to the American Ornithologists' Union Check-list 
of North American Birds (AOU 2012) has effected the following changes to the 
“Official List of the Birds of Nebraska” (www.noubirds.org). 


1. Move the Falconiformes (American Kestrel, Merlin, Gyrfalcon, Peregrine 
Falcon, and Prairie Falcon) to a position after the Piciformes (woodpeckers). 

2. Change the scientific name of Purple Gallinule from Porphyrio martinica to 
Porphyrio martinicus. 

3. Move the Psittaciformes (Carolina Parakeet) to a position after the 
Falconiformes. 

4. Change the genus of Chuck-will's-widow and Eastern Whip-poor-will from 
Caprimulgus to Antrostomus. 

5. Change the genus of Calliope Hummingbird from Stellula to Selasphorus and 
move Calliope Hummingbird to follow Rufous Hummingbird {Selasphorus 
rufus). 
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6. As part of a major reorganization of wrens, move Carolina Wren and Bewick's 
Wren to the end of the list of wren species. The new sequence is: Rock Wren, 
Canyon Wren, House Wren, Winter Wren, Sedge Wren, Marsh Wren, 
Carolina Wren, and Bewick’s Wren. 

7. Change the genus of Sage Sparrow from Amphispiza to Artemisiospiza. 

8. Change the genus of Purple Finch, Cassin’s Finch, and House Finch from 
Carpodacus to Haemorhous. 

2012 Accepted Records: 


Black-bellied Whistling-Duck ( Dendrocygna autumnalis) 

1. Two birds were photographed (Class I-P, MSS) northwest of Elsmere, Cherry 
Co., 01 June 2012. Accession # 1457. 

2. A single bird was photographed (Class I-P, JD) at a pond in Holdrege, Phelps 
Co., 05 October 2012. Accession # 1469. 

American Black Duck (Anas rubripes ) 

1. A single drake was photographed (Class I-P, MAB) at Bazile Creek WMA, 
Knox Co., 01 December 2012. Accession # 1497. 

Red-throated Loon ( Gavia stellata ) 

1. A written description (Class III, MAB) was received of two first-winter birds 
on Lewis and Clark Lake, Knox Co., ME., 03 November 2012. Accession # 
1478. 

2. A single bird was photographed (Class I-P, JGJ) at Branched Oak Lake, 
Lancaster Co., 03 November 2012. Accession # 1479. 

Neotropic Cormorant (Phalacrocorax brasilianus) 

1. A written description (Class III, LE) was received of a single bird found at 
Branched Oak Lake, Lancaster Co., 12 March 2012. Accession # 1448. 

2. A written description (Class III, AG) was received of a single bird (possible 
above individual) observed at Branched Oak Lake, Lancaster Co., 12 April 
2012. Accession # 1451. 

Glossy Ibis (Plegadis falcinellus ) 

1. A single adult bird was photographed (Class I-P, ET) near 27th Street and 
Arbor Road, Lancaster Co., 15 May 2012. Accession # 1454. 

Harris’s Hawk ( Parabuteo unicinctus ) 

1. Two photographs (Class I-P, CB via JB) were received of a dead adult bird 
along a road near Wagon Train Lake, Lancaster Co., 26 October 2012. The 
specimen was not salvaged. Accession # 1473. 

Yellow Rail (Coturnicops noveboracensis ) 

1. A description (Class III, JR) was received of a bird observed at Prairie View 
Lake, Douglas Co., 03 October 2012. Accession # 1480. 
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Common Crane {Grus grus) 

1. A single bird was found and photographed (Class I-P, PD) in Hall Co., 27 
January 2012. Accession # 1443. 

2. The above bird was photographed (Class 1-P, TL) in the same vicinity, 28 
January 2012. Accession # 1444. 

3. Another set of photographs (Class 1-P, DW) of the Hall County bird was 
received; taken 01 February 2012. Accession # 1445. 

4. A written description and photographs (Class 1-P, BH) of the above bird, 29 
January 2012, were also received. Accession # 1446. 

Black-legged Kittiwake ( Rissa tridactyla) 

1. A first-year bird was photographed (Class I-P, RM,SM) at Branched Oak 
Lake, Lancaster Co., 04 November 2012. Accession # 1481. 

Calliope Hummingbird ( Selasphorus calliope) 

1. A written description (Class III, MAB) was received of an immature male bird 
observed at Agate Springs Ranch, Sioux Co., 08 August 2012. Accession # 
1460. 

2. An immature male was photographed (Class I-P, KD) near Mitchell, Scotts 
Bluff Co., 29 August 2012. Accession # 1461. 

Red-naped Sapsucker {Sphyrapicus nuchalis) 

1. A written description (Class III, AK) was received of a single bird observed 
south of Gering, Scotts Bluff Co., 11 September 2012. Accession # 1496. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher ( Empidonax flaviventris ) 

1. A written description (Class III, MAB) was received of a single bird at 
Creighton City Park, Knox Co., 05 September 2012. Accession # 1462. 

Steller’s Jay {Cyanocitta stelleri) 

1. An adult bird was netted, banded, and photographed (Class I-P, MM) at 
Wildcat Hills SRA, Scotts Bluff Co., 25 September 2012. Accession # 1467. 

2. An adult bird was photographed (Class I-P, MS) in Gering, Scotts Bluff Co., 
18 October 2012. Accession # 1472. 

3. An adult bird was photographed (Class I-P, GB) near Lake McConaughy, 
Keith Co., 08 November 2012. Accession # 1484. 

4. An additional photo (Class I-P, MW) was received of the above Keith County 
bird, observed 17 November 2012. Accession # 1489. 

Mountain Chickadee ( Poecile gambeli ) 

1. A single bird was netted, banded, and photographed (Class I-P, MM) at 
Wildcat Hills SRA, Scotts Bluff Co., 04 October 2012. Accession # 1468. 

2. A written description (Class III, LH) was received of an adult bird near 
Bridgeport, Morrill Co., 28 September 2012. Accession # 1475. 

3. One of two adults observed was photographed (Class I-P, WRS) at Wind 
Springs Ranch, Sioux Co., 29 September 2012. Accession # 1477. 
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Bewick’s Wren ( Thryomanes bewickii ) 

1. A written description (Class III, TJ W) and photograph was received of a single 
bird observed at Snell Canyon, southeast Lincoln Co., 11-15 July 2012. The 
submitted photograph of the bird was not considered diagnostic as stand-alone 
evidence. Accession # 1494. 

Varied Thrush ( Ixoreus naevius ) 

1. A written description (Class 111, EB) was received of a single bird observed 
east of York at St. Joseph Cemetery, York Co., 08 December 2012. Accession 
# 1499. 

Cape May Warbler {Setophaga tigrina ) 

1. An adult male was photographed (Class I-P, KC) in Mahoney Park, Lincoln, 
Lancaster Co., 09 May 2012. Accession # 1453. 

Pine Warbler ( Setophaga p'mus ) 

1. A singing adult male was photographed (Class I-P, JC & SS) at Arbor Lodge 
SHP, Nebraska City, Otoe Co., 02 April 2012. Accession # 1450. 

2. An immature male was netted, banded, and photographed (Class I-P, MM) at 
Wildcat Hills SRA, Scotts Bluff Co., 11 September 2012. Accession # 1470. 

3. A written description (Class III, TJW) was received of an adult bird observed 
south of North Platte, Lincoln Co., 07 November 2012. Accession # 1483. 

Cassin’s Finch ( Haemorhous cassinii ) 

1. A female bird was netted, banded, and photographed (Class I-P, MM) at 
Wildcat Hills SRA, Scotts Bluff Co., 21 September 2012. Accession # 1465. 

2. A male was netted, banded, and photographed (Class I-P, MM) at Wildcat 
Hills SRA, Scotts Bluff Co., 24 September 2012. Accession # 1466. 

3. A female bird was photographed (Class I-P, WRS) at Wildcat Hills SRA, 
Scotts Bluff Co., 30 September 2012. Accession # 1476. 

White-winged Crossbill ( Loxia leucoptera ) 

1. An adult male bird was photographed (Class I-P, BH) at the Dakota City 
Cemetery, Dakota Co., 07 March 2012. Accession # 1447. 

2. A second-year bird was photographed (Class I-P, JO) at a feeder in Ogallala, 
Keith Co., 26 March 2012. Accession # 1449. 

3. An adult male was photographed (Class I-P, KD) at Wildcat Hills Nature 
Center, Scotts Bluff Co., 10 November 2012. Accession # 1485. 

4. An adult male was photographed (Class I-P, RM) at Holy Sepulcher 
Cemetery, Douglas Co., 11 November 2012. Accession # 1486. 

5. Another photo (Class I-P, PS) of an adult male at Holy Sepulcher Cemetery, 
Douglas Co., 15 November 2012, was received. Accession # 1488. 

6. An adult male was photographed (Class I-P, DC) at Grand Island, Hall Co., 11 
December 2012. Accession # 1493. 
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Lesser Goldfinch ( Spinus psaltria ) 

1. A description (Class Ill, MAB) was received of a black-backed male observed 
at Coffee Park, Sioux Co.; 07 August 2012. Accession # 1459. 

2. A female was netted, banded, and photographed (Class I-P, MM) at Wildcat 
Hills SRA, Scotts Bluff Co., 07 September 2012. Accession # 1463. 

3. A written description (Class III, WF) was received of a green-backed male 
observed at Cedar Canyon WMA, Scotts Bluff Co., 16 August 2012. 
Accession # 1490. 

4. A written description (Class III, WF) was received of a black-backed male 
observed in Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co., 16 August 2012. Accession # 1491. 

Evening Grosbeak (Coccothraustes vespertinus) 

1. A male bird was photographed (Class I-P, JO) at a feeder in Ogallala, Keith 
Co., 01 November 2012. Accession # 1482. 

Unaccepted Records: 

Records in the following categories are considered unaccepted (NOURC 

2010 ): 


IV - probably correct, but not beyond reasonable doubt. 

V - a record with insufficient evidence to support the identification 

claimed. 

VI - a probable released or escaped bird or mistaken identification. 

Each account of an unaccepted record includes a brief statement noting the 
species, class, date, location, and reasons for the committee’s non-acceptance of the 
record. 

Unaccepted Records (Received in 2012): 

Black Rail ( Laterallus jamaicensis ) 

1. Several committee members felt that a description of a bird flushed from dense 
grass in a meadow in Dodge Co., 30 June, 2011 was very suggestive of Black 
Rail, but the observation date and brevity of the sighting of such a rare species 
were of concern by others. (5-III, 3-IV). Accession # 1498. 

Arctic Tern {Sterna paradisaea ) 

1. A description of a bird observed at Lewis and Clark Lake, Knox Co., 20 
October 2012 was very suggestive of the species, but lacked sufficient details 
for approval. Class IV. (6-1II/2-IV). Accession # 1471. 

Bewick’s Wren {Thryomanes bewickii ) 

1. A photograph of a bird in Scottsbluff, Scotts Bluff Co., 15 December 2012 
was believed by several committee members and an outside expert to be a 
Carolina Wren {Thryothorus ludovicianus). Class VI (4 I-P, 4-VI). 
Accession # 1495. 
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Non-Review List Records Submitted in 2012 and Filed Without Votes: 

The following records are those of species not on the NOURC Review List. 
They have been accessioned due to other circumstances (out-of range, non-normal 
date of occurrence, unusual nesting record, etc.) and filed without NOURC votes. 

Chuck-will’s-Widow (Antrostomus carolinensis ) 

1. A photograph (MAB) was filed of a single nestling discovered near the north 
edge of Indian Cave State Park, Nemaha Co., 06 June 2012. This record 
documents the second nesting record for Chuck-will’s-widow in Nebraska. 
Accession # 1456. 

Plumbeous Vireo (Vireoplumbeus) 

1. A photograph (MM) was filed of a bird that was netted, banded, and 
photographed at Wildcat Hills SRA, Scotts Bluff Co., 14 September 2012. 
The photograph was originally erroneously labeled as Cassin’s Vireo (V. 
cassinii ) and as a result was given an accession number. Accession # 1464. 

Sage Thrasher ( Oreoscoptes montanus ) 

1. A photograph (MSS) of a bird northwest of Elsmere, Cherry Co., 20 
November 2012 was filed. Accession # 1492. 

Rock Wren ( Salpinctes obsoletus) 

1. A photograph (JGJ) of an eastward bird found at Pawnee Lake, Lincoln, 
Lancaster Co., 26 October 2012 was filed. Accession # 1474. 

Hooded Warbler ( Setophaga citrina ) 

1. A photograph (RP) of an adult male in Omaha, Douglas Co., 07 May 2012 
was filed. Accession # 1458. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler ( Setophaga caerulescens ) 

1. A photograph (JO) of a westward adult male in Ogallala, Keith Co., 16 May 
2012 was filed. Accession # 1455. 

Yellow-throated Warbler {Setophaga dominica) 

1. Photographs (JT) were filed (Accession # 1442) of a first-winter male at a 
feeder, 21 January 2012, in Omaha, Douglas Co., which may be the same bird 
observed there 03 December 2011 (Accession # 1436). 
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CORRECTION: The first Nebraska record of an Acorn Woodpecker was from Holt 
Co., 19-22 May 1996, not Cherry Co., as was reported on page 112 of the September 
2013 issue of The Nebraska Bird Review. 


FALL FIELD REPORT, August-November 2013 

Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 


INTRODUCTION 

In most ways, this was a routine fall season. Most interesting from an ongoing 
point of view were quite a large number of sightings of passerines at rather late 
dates, notably Empidonax flycatchers, wood warblers, native sparrows, tanagers, 
towhees, grosbeaks, and buntings. A similar phenomenon was noted among a few 
cold-sensitive non-passerines, such as Black and Common Terns. 

One of the more significant ongoing trends is the proliferation of western and 
southern hummingbirds and the alteration of traditional migration and summer 
ranges; no fewer than 6 species were found. Calliope and Rufous Hummingbirds 
were seemingly more numerous in the east than the west, while a pair of Ruby- 
throateds summered in a Scotts Bluff County yard. Nebraska’s second Costa’s was 
seen by many, and its third Black-chinned was well-documented. Strangely, there 
was only one report of Broad-tailed Hummingbird. 

Other range perturbations of note were a mixed bag of the worrisome and the 
encouraging, including an extension of breeding sites of Mississippi Kite in North 
Platte, reduced numbers of both cuckoos (only one Black-billed was reported), the 
apparent serious and continuing decline of Black-billed Magpie as ably characterized 
by Wayne Mollhoff, the uptick in numbers of Rusty Blackbird in the state, the 
essential absence of Purple Finch and Pine Siskin during the fall, and the good 
numbers reported of Lesser Goldfinch. 

Good numbers were reported for an eclectic group of species: Pacific Loon, 
Common Nighthawk, Chimney Swift, Purple Martin, and Green-tailed Towhee, 
while an interesting group of rarities showed up (in addition to Costa’s and Black- 
chinned Hummingbirds): Parasitic and Long-tailed Jaegers, a possible Cave 
Swallow, and a possible first Nebraska record of a western subspecies of Hermit 
Thrush. Perhaps the saddest item was the apparent demise of an abandoned juvenile 
Whooping Crane west of Alliance, likely the work of coyotes. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 
ad: adult 

ADF: Arbor Day Farm, Nebraska City 
BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co 
CBL: Capitol Beach L, Lincoln 
Cem: Cemetery 
Co(s): County(ies) 

CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co 
fem: female 

FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 

GPD: Gavins Point Dam: Knox/Cedar Cos 

HCR: Harlan Co Res SRA, Harlan Co 

ICSP: Indian Cave State Park, Richardson/Nemaha Cos 

imm: immature 

juv: juvenile 

L: Lake 

LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co 

LNB: Lakes North and Babcock, Platte Co 

LO: L Ogallala (includes contiguous Keystone L), Keith Co 

m. ob.: many observers 

NC: Nature Center 

NM: National Monument 

NOU: Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union 

NWR: National Wildlife Refuge 

PL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co 

Res: Reservoir 

PSP: Ponca SP, Dixon Co 

RWB: Rainwater Basin, including parts of Phelps, Hamilton, York, Clay, Fillmore, 
and Thayer Cos 

SCP: Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co 
SHP: State Historical Park 
SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 

SP: State Park 

SRA: State Recreation Area 

WHNC: Wildcat Hills NC, Scotts Bluff Co 

WMA: (State) Wildlife Management Area 

WP: Wilderness Park, Lincoln 

WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area 

WSR: Wind Springs Ranch, Sioux Co 

GAZETTEER 

Carter L: Omaha 

Jack Sinn: Jack Sinn Memorial WMA, Lancaster and Saunders Cos 
Oliver Res: SRA, Kimball Co 

Sandhills: large area of sand-based prairie in north-central Nebraska 
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OBSERVERS 

AD: Ann Duey, Scottsbluff 

AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering 

AR: Alice Rumery, Kearney 

BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City 

BWe: Bob Wells, Omaha 

CD: Colin Daro, Garrison 

CH: Chris Helzer, Aurora 

CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue 

CT: Curtis Twellmann, Lincoln 

D&JP: Don & Jan Paseka, Ames 

DD: David Dowell, Lincoln 

DH: Dave Heidt, Norfolk 

DSt: Dave Stage, Elkhom 

EA: Edward Allen, Lincoln 

EB: Elliott Bedows, Bellevue 

G&WH: Glen & Wanda Floge, Alma 

GE: Gregory Estep, Omaha 

GJ: Gail Johnson, Bellevue 

GR: Gary Roberts, Fremont 

HKH: Helen K. Hughson, Mitchell 

J&GB: Jay & Ginger Belsan, Ogallala 

JA: Jan Allen, Lincoln 

JC: John Carlini, Lincoln 

JED: James E. Ducey, Lincoln 

JG: Joe Gubanyi, Seward 

JGr: Jonas Grundman, Omaha 

JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln 

JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield 

JLL: Jeanine L. Lackey, Bellevue 

JM: Jerry Mulliken, Nickerson 

JO: Jim Ochsner, Ogallala 

JP: Jerry Probst, Sioux City, IA 

JR: Justin Rink, Omaha 

JS: Janet Stander, North Platte 

JT: Jerry Toll, Omaha 

JW: Jake Walker, Lincoln 

KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell 

KM: Karen Marx, La Vista 

KS: Kent Skaggs, Kearney 

L&BP: Loren & Babs Padelford, Bellevue 

LB: Laurel Badura, Kearney 

LBr: Lindsay Brown, Omaha 

LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln 

LF: Larry Falk, Nebraska City 

LR: Lanny Randolph, Kearney 







The Nebraska Bird Review 


137 


Vol. 81 No. 4 

LW: Liz Wickemeyer, Omaha 

MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton 

ME: Micah Ellstrom, Alliance 

MM: Melanie Mancuso, Scottsbluff 

MN: Michael Novak, Chadron 

MS: Marie Smith, Gering 

MSS: Mary S. Shoemaker, Ainsworth 

MUs: Moni Usasz, Lincoln 

MW: Michael Willison, Lincoln 

NP: Neva Pruess, Lincoln 

NW: Nate Walker, Lincoln 

PAJ: Paul A. Johnsgard, Lincoln 

PD: Paul Dunbar, Hastings 

PR: Paul Roisen, Sioux City, IA 

R&MM: Richard & Marty Mathieson, Shelton 

RD: Roger Dietrich, Yankton, SD 

RH: Robin Harding, Kearney 

RM: Robert Manning, Omaha 

RS: Rick Schmid, Omaha 

RSg: Ruben Siegfried, Scottsbluff 

RSt: Ruth Stearns, Lincoln 

RW: Rick Wright, Bloomfield, NJ 

SB: Scott Buss, Norfolk 

SJD: Stephen J. Dinsmore, Ames, IA 

SMa: Sam Manning, Omaha 

SQ: Susan Quinn, Nebraska City 

SSc: Shari Schwartz, Lincoln 

SV: Susan Vastine, Chadron 

TEL: Thomas E. Labedz, Lincoln 

TG: Tom Gannon, Lincoln 

TH: Tim Hajda, Broken Bow 

TJW: T.J. Walker, Brady 

TS: Tyler Stuart, Lincoln 

VC: Virginia Clark, North Platte 

WF: William Flack, Kearney 

WJ: Will Janousek, Omaha 

WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Greater White-fronted Goose: Sightings of a single at LO 18 Aug-13 Sep (TJW, 
SJD) may have been of the same individual that was there 4 Jun (JGJ) and may 
have summered. First fall flyovers were 20 at Alma 11 Oct (G&WH). Overall, 
few were reported. 
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Snow Goose: The usual summer stragglers were reported, a total of 27 at 9 locations 
(m. ob.), mostly east and central, but including one in Deuel Co 14 Sep (SJD). 
First large flock reported was the 500 at HCR 7 Nov (G&WH). 

Ross’s Goose: Reports were routine for this common statewide fall migrant. 

Cackling Goose: One at BOL 13 Aug (MW) provided a rare summer record; there 
were only 8 previous records 10 Jun-30 Aug. 

Canada Goose: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide fall migrant. 

Trumpeter Swan: The location near Ravenna, where breeding has been successful 
in recent years, hosted 2 ads 14 Oct, but no young were reported (LR, RH). 
Two were at a wetland in extreme western Douglas Co 10-15 Aug (CNK, LE, 
RSt, PR), but had no young. A flight-capable single near Gretna 4 Aug had 
been there about 4 years (fide JGJ); about 2 years ago 2 were present (DSt). 

Tundra Swan: Expected as a rare fall migrant in Nov, there were 2 at LNB 15-20 
Nov (BFH, m. ob). 

Wood Duck: Reports were routine for this common statewide fall migrant and 
summer resident. 

Gadwall: The 1478 in Lancaster Co 27 Oct (LE) was a good tally; high counts range 
2030-5800. 

American Wigeon: Reports were routine for this common statewide fall migrant. 

American Black Duck: Fall is the best time to look for this now-rare species. A 
fern appeared at a pond at FF 18 Nov (RS) and stayed until 21 Nov (m. ob.); it, 
or another fem, showed up 24 Nov at the Henry Doorly Zoo Lagoon (LW). The 
only other reports were of one at BOL 22-23 Nov (JGJ, LE), and 2 there 30 Nov 
(LE). 

Mallard: Reports were routine for this abundant fall migrant. 

Blue-winged Teal: Reports were routine for this abundant fall migrant. 

Cinnamon Teal: None were reported; this species is inconspicuous in fall and rarely 
reported. 

Northern Shoveler: Reports were routine for this abundant fall migrant. 

Northern Pintail: Reports were routine for this abundant fall migrant. 

Green-winged Teal: Reports were routine for this abundant fall migrant. 

Canvasback: This is a local breeder in the Sandhills; one location is Willy L, 
Sheridan Co, where 12 were found 4 Aug (LE). Two at LO 24 Aug (PD) and 4 
there 12-13 Sep (SJD) were likely early migrants or molt migrants. 

Redhead: The 29 at L Alice, Scotts Bluff Co, 13 Sep (SJD) and 15 at LO two days 
later (SJD) were rather early. 

Ring-necked Duck: Reports were routine for this abundant fall migrant. 

Greater Scaup: Four at LM 25 Oct (PD) were rather early; there are 2 earlier 
reports, both in Oct. 

Lesser Scaup: Summer reports away from the RWB and Sandhills are few; singles 
were at different Douglas Co locations 8 Aug (JR) and 16 Aug (JR). Another in 
Scotts Bluff Co 13 Sep (SJD) was rather early. The 1534 in Lancaster Co 4 Nov 
(LE) was an excellent tally; high counts are in the range 1846-3450. 

Surf Scoter: This was a good fall for this species, with at least 25 reported in all, 18 
of these in the east, 12 Oct-25 Nov (m. ob.). Best count was 6 at CBL 15 Nov 
(LE). 
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White-winged Scoter: This species was in average numbers, a total of 8 birds at 5 
locations statewide 20 Oct-27 Nov (m. ob.). 

Black Scoter: This species also was in average numbers, a total of 8 birds at 4 
locations 31 Oct-29 Nov (PD, TJW, MB, BFH), including 5 at PL 31 Oct (PD). 

Long-tailed Duck: Three were reported, about average for fall: singles at BOL 2-4 
Nov (MW, LE), CBL 6 Nov (LE), and GPD 29 Nov (BFH, JP). 

Bufflehead: A fem at LO 12-13 Sep (SJD) and a female at Oliver Res 14 Sep (SJD) 
were early; there is only one earlier date Aug-Sep away from the Sandhills. 

Common Goldeneye: Reports were routine for this locally abundant fall migrant. 

Barrow’s Goldeneye: None of this rare, late-arriving (late Nov) species were 
reported. 

Hooded Merganser: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide summer 
resident and fall migrant. 

Common Merganser: As usual, a few apparent molt migrants appeared at LM and 
L Alice, Scotts Bluff Co, in Aug and early Sep; best count a meager 9 at the 
latter location 6 Sep (PD, WRS). First fall migrant was one at PL 23 Oct (LE). 

Red-breasted Merganser: Reports were routine for this uncommon statewide fall 
migrant. 

Ruddy Duck: The 732 in Lancaster Co 27 Oct (LE) was a good count; fall highs are 
in the range 1000-1500. 

Northern Bobwhite: There were more reports than in recent years, most from the 
southeast. In all there were about 12 sightings, including 16 birds at ICSP 7 
Nov (SQ, LF) and 15 at PL 4 Nov (LE). Unexpected away from the Platte River 
Valley as far west as CLNWR was one there 21 Sep (CNK). 

Gray Partridge: None of these uncommon northeastern Nebraska residents were 
reported. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Although many were reported across the state, only one was 
seen during harvest in Dodge Co, where numbers are normally 10+. (D&JP). 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Reports were routine for this fairly common northern and 
western resident. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: The small population at SCP continues; up to 6 were 
present 17-26 Oct (JGJ, EB). 

Wild Turkey: A hen with 3-day-old young in Lincoln Co 14 Aug was suggestive of 
a rather late egg laying date, possibly 7-8 Jul (TJW). This is about a month later 
than usual. 

Pacific Loon: There were a surprising number of reports of this rare annual fall 
migrant, with one at BOL 11-12 Aug (LE, RSt), another there 3-6 Nov (LE), one 
at Hastings 24 Oct-4 Nov (PD, m. ob.), one in Saunders Co 7 Nov (RM), and 
one at Sutherland Res 10 Nov (TJW). 

Common Loon: Summer and early fall reports are usually of non-breeding imms; 
one was in Dakota Co 19 Aug (WF), two were in Scotts Bluff Co 6 Sep (PD, 
WRS), and one was at LO 12-13 Sep (SJD). The latter two may have been early 
migrants, as migration begins around 20 Sep. 

Pied-billed Grebe: Earliest migrants were the 8 at Memphis Lakes WMA, Saunders 
Co, 1 Sep (JGJ). Best count was 308 in Lancaster Co 13 Oct (LE); high counts 
are in the range 475-860. 

Horned Grebe: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide fall migrant. 
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Red-necked Grebe: Recent years have seen more reports, especially in fall, 
although there are only about 50 such records in all for the state. This fall there 
were 3 reports: singles in Sarpy Co 25 Oct (NK), Lancaster Co 4-6 Nov (LE, 
RSt), and at LO 10-11 Nov (TJW, PD). 

Eared Grebe: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide fall migrant. 

Western Grebe: The 10,700 at LM 13 Sep (SJD) was below peak fall counts there 
of 30,000-40,000, although these usually occur a couple of weeks later. There 
were reports of at least 15 birds at various eastern locations (m. ob.), about as 
expected for recent years. 

Clark’s Grebe: There were reports from 4 locations, including an excellent count of 
11 at LM 12 Sep (SJD) and singles there 23-25 Sep (LE, MW). There was also 
one at CLNWR 21 Sep (MW, KD), one in Scotts Bluff Co 19 Oct (KD), and one 
at Swanson Res, Hitchcock Co, 19 Nov (CT). 

Double-crested Cormorant: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide fall 
migrant. 

American White Pelican: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide fall 
migrant. 

American Bittern: The only report was of 2 at Harvard Marsh 29 Sep (PD); this 
species has been observed well into late fall. 

Least Bittern: Rare after Aug, the only sighting reported was on eBird on 23 Sept in 
Pioneers Park, Lancaster Co, by a birder traveling through Nebraska; there are 
only 5 later dates. 

Great Blue Heron: The 30 at BOL 13 Sep (LE) was a good concentration of likely 
post-breeders; high fall counts are 100+. 

Great Egret: One was rather late at BOL 31 Oct (LE); there are a few Nov dates. 
Westerly was one near North Platte 25 Sep (TJW). A moderate 36 were 
reported (m. ob.), including 13 at Oak L, Lincoln, 14 Oct (TG). 

Snowy Egret: A total of 7 were reported from Garfield Co eastward (MB, m. ob.), 
more than usual in fall. 

Little Blue Heron: Only one of this rare fall migrant was reported, that an imm at 
BOL 4 Oct (LE); there are only 5 later reports, through 20 Oct. 

Cattle Egret: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide fall migrant. 

Green Heron: One in Sherman Co 15 Aug (WF) was northwesterly. This species 
occurs regularly in summer in the Platte River Valley west to Lincoln Co; 2 
were near North Platte 16 Sep (TJW). The 8 in western Douglas Co 15 Aug 
(PR) tied the fall high count. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: Best count was 26 at Lakeside 4 Aug (LE); high 
count range is 37-47. 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: The only report was of a northerly juv in Dodge Co 
4 Aug that had been present since 25 Jul (D&JP). 

Glossy Ibis: There was one report; along with 2 this spring and summer (possibly of 
the same bird), this was the lowest number of sightings for several years. This 
fall, 2 ads were at Jack Sinn 21 Aug (LE, details). 

White-faced Ibis: Best count was the 119 in Sheridan Co, including 111 at Lakeside 
4 Aug (LE). There are only 2 higher counts, best 245. Last were 2 rather late at 
Jack Sinn 13 Oct (LE); there are several late Oct-early Nov dates. 

Turkey Vulture: Reports were routine for this common statewide fall migrant. 
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Osprey: Two birds remained at the Summit L, Burt Co, nest site (see Summer 
Report) through 14 Aug (CNK), but no young were reported, despite copulation 
being observed in Jun and the male adding to the nest 2 Aug (JT). First 
migrants were 1-2 at BOL 15-17 Aug (LE, MW), rather early, and best count the 
6 at LM 13 Sep (SJD). Ospreys occur into Nov, with late dates 19-21 Nov, but 
there were 4 previous documented later dates. This fall, a 5th later date was one 
well-described in Richardson Co 25 Nov (LF, SQ). 

Mississippi Kite: The breeding population in North Platte is growing, with young 
produced at two new sites. Apparently strong winds caused 4 young to be 
blown out of a nest on West 2nd; the birds were taken to Raptor Recovery 31 
Aug-1 Sep as the ads left around the same time (JS, TJW). Another young bird 
that was on the ground at West Pawnee also went to Raptor Recovery 3 Sep; a 
healthy sibling was in the tree above it (TJW). The original site at 4th and Can* 
had birds present all summer (TJW). Two ads at Imperial “looked as though 
they were feeding young” 17 Aug (TJW); a pair showed up there in 2011 and 
has summered each year since. Around 1 Sep, juvs disperse randomly; a single 
was in Madison Co 1 Sep (SMa). 

Bald Eagle: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident and migrant. 

Northern Harrier: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide fall 
migrant. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Reports were routine for this uncommon statewide migrant. 

Cooper’s Hawk: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide migrant. 

Northern Goshawk: None were reported of this rare fall migrant. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: None were reported of this rare fall migrant. 

Broad-winged Hawk: Western reports are increasing; a single flew over WHNC (in 
both Scotts Bluff and Banner Cos) 21 Sep (AK, m. ob.) and again 24 Sep (MM, 
m. ob.). Also, one was in Morrill Co 21 Sep (PAJ), and 2 were near North Platte 
24 Sep (TJW). 

Swainson’s Hawk: Reports were routine for this common statewide fall migrant. 

Red-tailed Hawk: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident and 
migrant. 

Ferruginous Hawk: Rare eastward, one was in Keya Paha Co 18 Nov (JGJ). 

Rough-legged Hawk: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide fall 
migrant. 

Golden Eagle: Imms are the expected age-class eastward, though rare; more than 
usual were reported this fall, including singles at BOL 19 Oct (JGJ), in Saunders 
Co 20 Oct (CNK), southeast Washington Co 22 Oct (CNK), and Adams Co 1 
Nov (PD). 

Virginia Rail: Reports were routine for this uncommon fall migrant. 

Sora: Unexpected was one in Scotts Bluff Co for two weeks through 15 Nov (AD); 
there are only 6 Nov records, and none documented for Dec. The 13 at Jack 
Sinn 13 Sep (PD) was a good fall count; highs are in the range 16-42. 

American Coot: The 4500 at L Bennington, Douglas Co, 30 Oct (JR) was 
impressive, but record fall count is 17,359! 

Sandhill Crane: Four flyovers were noted 9 Nov in Lancaster Co (JC, SSc); this 
species is rare in the east. 
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Whooping Crane: A sad story unfolded 20 miles west of Alliance, where a lone juv 
with a damaged wing was found and photographed 21 Oct (ME, fide JGJ). An 
extensive search the next day failed to find the bird, but there were 4 coyotes in 
the area (JGJ). It is unusual for juvs to be separated from their parents during 
fall migration. 

Black-bellied Plover: Ads are scarce in fall; none were reported. Juvs arrive in mid- 
Sep, such as one photographed in Scotts Bluff Co 19 Sep (RW) and the 20 at 
LM 25 Sep (MW). 

American Golden-Plover: As with Black-bellied, most fall records are of juvs, but 
an ad was at Jack Sinn 15 Aug-4 Sep (LE, JGJ, RSt, KM). Western records are 
few; up to 17 were at LM 7-13 Sep (PD, WRS, SJD) and 2 were at Scottsbluff 
SL 20 Sep (PD). Best count was a moderate 29 in Seward Co 26 Sep (JGJ). 

Semipalmated Plover: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide fall 
migrant. 

Piping Plover: Migrants appear away from breeding areas in late Aug; one was at 
Jack Sinn 24 Aug (LE). Only 2-3 were found at LM 24 Aug-13 Sep, the 2 on 13 
Sep both juvs (PD, SJD); most of the summering birds associated with the 86 
nests there obviously had departed. 

Killdeer: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident and fall 
migrant. 

Black-necked Stilt: Most have gone by mid-Aug, thus noteworthy were the 12 in 
Sheridan Co 4 Aug (LE). 

American Avocet: The 645 at Lakeside 23 Sep (LE) was 2nd-highest single location 
count after 654 at the same location in 2012. The 156 at BOL 13 Oct (LE) was 
an excellent count for the east. The 20 in Sheridan Co 13 Nov (WE) were 2nd- 
latest on record. 

Spotted Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide fall 
migrant. 

Solitary Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide fall 
migrant. 

Greater Yellowlegs: Reports were routine for this common statewide fall migrant. 

Willet: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide fall migrant. 

Lesser Yellowlegs: The 353 at LM 13 Sep (SJD) was a good count; high counts are 
in the range 500-641. 

Upland Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this common statewide fall migrant. 

Long-billed Curlew: The 3 reports, involving a total of 5 birds, were from the 
Panhandle 4-7 Aug (EA, LE); most depart by mid-Aug. 

Marbled Godwit: In fall, this species is essentially restricted to Keith Co and the 
Panhandle, where it is rare. There were a few reports, however: 7 were in 
Sheridan Co 4 Aug (LE), 1-3 at L Minatare, Scotts Bluff Co, 6-13 Sep (PD, 
WRS, SJD), and 1-6 atLM 13-23 Sep (PD, SJD). 

Ruddy Turnstone: This species is not reported every year in fall; this fall’s 2 reports 
are only the 29th and 30th in all. The reports were of ads, which move through 
in late Jul and early Aug; one was at LM 1 Aug (EA fide MW), and two were at 
LNB 4 Aug (LR, RH). 

Sanderling: The 76 at LM 23 Sep (PD) was a good count, although high counts are 
in the range 108-179. 
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Semipalmated Sandpiper: Last dates tend to be in early Oct, and so noteworthy 
were 1-3 at Jack Sinn 8-13 Oct (LE). Extraordinary was one with an eclectic 
mix of tardy shorebirds at PL 6 Nov (LE, details), the first documented for Nov. 

Western Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide fall 
migrant. 

Least Sandpiper: By far a record fall count was the 1518 at LM 13 Sep (SJD). 
Previous high was 899 at LM also. 

Baird’s Sandpiper: This species lingers late in fall on occasion; 1-3 were at PL 4-6 
Nov (LE, RSt). There are several additional later Nov records. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: As with Baird’s, this species lingers into Nov on occasion, 
with several later Nov records; 3 were at PL 6 Nov (RSt). 

Dunlin: None were reported for this uncommon statewide fall migrant; most pass 
through Sep-Oct. 

Stilt Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide fall migrant. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Best count was the 65 in Clay Co 3 Aug (JGJ); good 

numbers were reported generally, including 7-12 juvs westerly at LM 7-12 Sep (PD, 

WRS, SJD). 



This molting juvenile Red Phalarope, Nebraska’s 19th, frequented Lakes North and Babcock, 
Platte Co, 11-24 Nov; it was discovered by Scott Buss and photographed (here) 17 Nov by 
Roger Dietrich. 


Short-billed Dowitcher: There were 2 reports of this uncommon statewide fall 
migrant: singles were at Jack Sinn 2 Aug (LE) and in Sheridan Co 4 Aug (LE). 
Arrival is earlier than for Long-billed Dowitcher. 

Long-billed Dowitcher: BOL hosted at least one through 7 Nov (JGJ, m. ob.), rather 
late, but departure dates are in mid-Nov for this often tardy migrant. 
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Wilson’s Snipe: One in Nuckolls Co 11 Aug (LR, RH) was an early migrant; this 
species is not known to breed there. Early fall dates are 9-13 Aug. 

American Woodcock: One at Wood Duck WMA, Stanton Co, 31 Aug (SMa) was 
likely a local breeder, while one in Dodge Co 27 Oct (D&JP) was likely a 
migrant. No others were reported. 

Wilson’s Phalarope: Reports were routine for this locally abundant statewide fall 
migrant. 

Red-necked Phalarope: One was easterly, where uncommon, in Lincoln 15 Sep 
(CNK). 

Red Phalarope: Causing much excitement and a flow of tourism dollars (hopefully) 
was a well-visited juv almost completely molted into first basic plumage at LNB 
11-24 Nov (SB, m. ob., RD photo). This is Nebraska’s 19th record, 16th for 
fall, and latest by 17 days. 

Parasitic Jaeger: A strange find was one in a yard near Chadron, Dawes Co, 2 Sep 
(SV photo fide RW; MB). This is Nebraska’s 8th documented record and 2nd- 
earliest date. 



This Parasitic Jaeger, Nebraska’s 8th documented record, was discovered and photographed in 
a yard in Dawes Co 2 Sep 2013 by Susan Vastine. 


Long-tailed Jaeger: About as exciting as the sightings of the previous two species 
were two records of Long-tailed Jaeger, Nebraska’s 7th and 8th records. A juv 
appeared at CBL 11 Sep and was seen by many through 17 Sep (MW, SJD, m. 
ob., MW, PR photos), and an ad was at LM 12-14 Sep (SJD). 








The Nebraska Bird Review 


VoL 81 No. 4 


145 


Black-legged Kittiwake: None of this rare statewide fall migrant were reported. 

Sabine’s Gull: This was a good fall for this species with at least 12 individuals 
reported, including a surprising 4 ads, only the 7th -10th records of ads for 
Nebraska. At least one bird was at BOL throughout the period 11 Sep-20 Oct, 
the latter date rather late (LB, m. ob.): 2 ads and a juv 29 Sep (JGJ, ad photo), 
and 2 juvs on both 6 Oct (JGJ) and 14-15 Oct (JC, SSc). An ad and 2 juvs were 
at L Minatare, Scotts Bluff Co, 5 Sep (PD, WRS) and a juv was there 13 Sep 
(SJD). As many as 4 juvs were at LM 12-14 Sep (TJW, SJD). An ad was near 
North Platte 19 Sep (TJW). 

Bonaparte’s Gull: The 367 at BOL 12 Nov (JGJ) is 2nd-highest fall count on 
record; high is 675 at LM. 

Laughing Gull: A first winter bird was at BOL 7-16 Sep (SMa, RM, MW, LE, 
photo). This is Nebraska’s 20th record, all but two in the period Apr-Oct. 

Franklin’s Gull: Best counts of this abundant fall migrant were 31,910 in Lancaster 
Co 13 Oct (LE), of which some 30,000 were at CBL (MW, LE). High counts, 
however, are in the range 85,000 to 300,000. 

Ring-billed Gull: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide fall migrant. 

California Gull: Numbers are highest in fall, although the peak counts of 68 on 12 
Sep (SJD) and 53 on 24 Aug (PD) were below the high counts in the range 148- 
151. Away from LM, this species is rare, with most reports from reservoirs 
fairly close to LM. One was at L Minatare, Scotts Bluff Co, 13 Sep (SJD), and 
up to 4 ads were at L Maloney, Lincoln Co, 24 Oct-through the period (TJW). 

Herring Gull: Ads usually arrive in Oct, but this fall there was an influx of early- 
arriving ads. First were 11 at LM 13 Sep (SJD) and 3 at L Minatare, Scotts Bluff 
Co, the same day (SJD), one at CLNWR 21 Sep (KD), and one at BOL 29 Sep 
(MW). There are only 4 records for Aug of ads. Also rather early was a first 
year bird at BOL 7 Sep (SMa). 

Thayer’s Gull: First to arrive for the fall were at GPD: an ad and a first winter 29 
Nov (JP, BFH). In this species, ads arrive as early as imms. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: Three were reported of this now-regular migrant: a 3rd- 
cycle bird was at LM 5 Scp-23 Nov (PD, WRS, m. ob), an ad was at L Maloney, 
Lincoln Co, 29 Oct-4 Nov (TJW), and a 2nd winter was there 25 Nov (TJW). 

Glaucous Gull: Only 2 were reported: an ad at L Maloney, Lincoln Co, 25 Oct 
(TJW) and a juv at PL 22 Nov through the period (JGJ, m.ob.). 

Great Black-backed Gull: An ad at LM 20-25 Sep (PD, GR, LE, MW) was the 14th 
fall record overall. 

Least Tern: Rare in the west during migration, 3 were near North Platte 1 Aug 
(TJW). 

Caspian Tern: The 17 at BOL 16 Sep (LE) was a record high count for fall; 
previous high was 14, also at BOL. 

Black Tern: This species usually departs the state in the first few days of Oct, with 
only one date after 5 Oct. This fall, there were reports from 4 locations 4-14 
Oct: one at Jack Sinn 4 Oct (LE), one in Douglas Co 6 Oct (JR), 2 at PL 13 Oct 
(JGJ), and one at BOL 14 Oct (TG). High fall counts are in the range 403-460, 
thus the 366 at LM 12 Sep (SJD) was within range. 

Common Tern: Three at BOL 17 Oct (JGJ) were rather late; there are only 3 later 
dates. 




The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vol. 81 No. 4 


146 

Forster’s Tern: The 123 at BOL 2 Aug (LE) was second-highest fall count on 
record; high is 175, also at BOL. 

Rock Pigeon: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

White-winged Dove: Reports came from 7 westerly locations, east to Ogallala, 
where a single present for several weeks was joined by another bird 3 Sep and a 
third 24 Oct (JO). No evidence of breeding was noted at Ogallala, however, or 
at any of the other locations. 

Mourning Dove: One in York Co 9 Nov was considered “late” there (LR, RH). 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide 
summer resident and fall migrant. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: This cuckoo continues to be very scarce, with only a report of 
one in Custer Co 22 Aug (TH). 

Barn Owl: The usual few scattered reports were received; of most interest was a 
report of 4 on a farm in Dodge Co 25 Aug (JM), likely a family group. Other 
reports were of singles at LM 5 Sep (PD, WRS) and at Clear Creek Marshes, 
Garden Co, 13 Sep (SJD). 

Eastern Screech-Owl: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide 
resident. 

Great Horned Owl: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

Burrowing Owl: The 8 at CLNWR 8 Sep included young still in burrows, somewhat 
tardy (KD). 

Barred Owl: This species continues to push west in the Little Blue River drainage; 
singles were at Nelson, Nuckolls Co, 11 Aug (WF) and Deweese, Clay Co, the 
same day (WF). In this part of the state there arc isolated records as far west as 
Franklin and Adams Cos. 

Long-eared Owl: The 2 that appeared in Lancaster Co 29 Oct (LE) were rather 
early. Earlier dates (Sep, early Oct) are suggestive of breeding. 

Short-eared Owl: A typical fall saw 3 reports, all singles: Dodge Co 17 Nov 
(D&JP), Knox Co 23 Nov (MB), and Saunders Co 28 Nov (RM). 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: None of this uncommon fall migrant and winter visitor 
were reported; most arrive in late Oct. 

Common Nighthawk: The 1422 over Omaha 11 Sep (JED, http://wildbirds 
broadcasting.blogspot.com/2013/10/last-nighthawks-of-missouri-valley.html) 
was a fall record count. 

Common Poorwill: A road-killed bird in Phelps Co 18 Sep (LB) was at the eastern 
edge of the summer range, but was more likely a migrant. One in Lincoln Co 1 
Oct (TJW) was tardy, although there are several Oct records. 

Chuck-will’s-widow: None were reported; although this species likely departs in 
late Aug or early Sep, there are only 4 records for Aug and none later. 

Eastern Whip-poor-will: The only report of this difficult-to-detect eastern fall 
migrant was of 2 a bit late at ICSP 8 Sep (EA). Most depart by mid-Sep. 

Chimney Swift: The 529 in Omaha 20 Sep (JED, http://wildbirdsbroad 
casting.blogspot.com/2013/10/seasons-finale-for-chimney-swifts-in.html) was 3 
birds short of a record fall count. 

White-throated Swift: Reports were routine for this locally common Panhandle 
summer resident. 
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This Black-chinncd Hummingbird, Nebraska’s third, was at a Shelton feeder 13-16 Sep 
(R&MM, LR, RH, PR photos, PD photos), and photographed here by Paul Dunbar 14 Sep. 


Ruby-throated Hummingbird: The recent phenomenon of summering birds in and 
near the Panhandle continued; a pair was in a Lincoln Co yard all summer (VC, 
photos), and an ad fern was in a Scotts Bluff Co yard all summer (KD). There 
were several westerly reports of birds not reported during summer: 7 were at 
feeders at Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo Co, 29 Aug (KS), a fern was at an Ogallala 
feeder 3-20 Sep (JO, MW), 2 were in a Scotts Bluff Co yard 14 Sep (AD), and 
one was in Kearney 25 Sep (KS). 

Black-chinned Hummingbird: Nebraska’s third was at a Shelton feeder 13-16 Sep 
(R&MM, LR, RH, PR photo, PD photo). The other two records were 7-8 May 
2012 near Scotts Bluff and 28 Jul 2013 near Ogallala. 

Costa’s Hummingbird: Nebraska’s 2nd was a juv male at the Jay and Ginger 
Belsan feeder at LM 5 Sep-23 Oct (J&GB, KD photo, PD video and pics, MB 
taped vocalizations, m.ob.). There was considerable discussion as to whether it 
was a Costa’s or an Anna’s, but vocalizations (MB), tail length relative to wing 
tips, gorget color, and gorget shape were features favoring Costa’s. 

Broad-tailed Hummingbird: There have been fewer reports in the last couple of 
years; only one was reported this fall, in a Scotts Bluff Co yard 18 Aug (KD). 

Rufous Hummingbird: As with Calliope Hummingbird, there were more reports 
eastward than in the west, and such easterly records were generally later. A 
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certain Lincoln yard has an attraction for this species; an ad male was there 24 
Aug (JGJ, video), an imm 20-21 Nov (JGJ; this bird was taken to the Henry 
Doorly Zoo, but died and became Nebraska’s 2nd specimen of the species at 
University of Nebraska Stale Museum), and another male 21-22 Nov (JGJ; also 
taken to the zoo). There is only one later date for the state. Easterly were one in 
Omaha during the 2nd week in Aug (fide JR), and one in the famous Daro yard 
in Garrison 16 Aug (CD). Elsewhere, there were 7 reports involving about 7 
birds 2 Aug-6 Sep (m. ob.). 

Calliope Hummingbird: Two reports from the east appear to be the first in fall from 
there: a fem/imm was in Dodge Co 2 Sep (D&JP, details) and one was at an 
Omaha feeder 2 Sep (JT). Singles are unexpected even in central Nebraska, but 
one was at Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo Co, 29 Aug-1 Sep (KS, photo) and one was 
in Kearney 22 Sep (AR fide KS). In addition, there were 4 western sightings 2- 
31 Aug (m. ob.); easterly sightings tend to be later than those in the expected 
western Nebraska migration corridor. 



This Costa's Hummingbird, Nebraska's second, was at the Jay and Ginger Belsan feeder at L 
McConaughy 5 Sep-23 Oct, photographed here by Paul Roiscn 18 Sep. 


Belted Kingfisher: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide summer 
resident, rare in winter. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: A group of 35 migrants was at Neale Woods, 
northeastern Douglas Co, 2 Oct (JR), and excellent for migrants. One was rather 
late at PSP 8 Oct (RD). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: Apparently a first breeding record for the Panhandle was 
a male feeding a fledged young bird 18 Aug; a pair had frequented the DeLara 
yard all summer (KD). Still rare in the Panhandle, additional reports were of 
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singles in Garden Co 9 Nov (WF), Deuel Co 10 Nov (WF), and Morrill Co 12 
Nov (WF). 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Reports were routine for this uncommon eastern fall 
migrant and winter visitor. 

Red-naped Sapsucker: There were 2 reports on the same day, 21 Sep, from 
different locations in Banner Co, one an ad male (PD, RSt, TJW, m. ob.), the 
other an ad fern some 1-2 miles distant (JG). 

Downy Woodpecker: The eastern subspecies Picoides pubescens medianus breeds 
over most of Nebraska; one was identified at Gotte Park, Kimball, 21 Sep (RW). 
The Rocky Mountains subspecies P. p. leucurus, with unspotted “shoulders”, 
may occur in the extreme west. 

Hairy Woodpecker: As with Downy, most if not all Nebraska Hairy Woodpeckers 
are of the eastern subspecies Picoides villosus villosus, However, a fern of the 
Rocky Mountains subspecies P. v. monticola, which appeared in a Scotts Bluff 
Co yard in Feb 2013, was still present 20 Oct (KD). 

Northern Flicker: Reports were routine for this common fall migrant and winter 
visitor. 

Pileated Woodpecker: Singles were at two Missouri River Valley locations where 
establishment of breeding pairs may be limited by a paucity of suitable habitat: 
Riverside Park, Nebraska City, 29 Sep (LF) and Dodge Park, Omaha, 29 Nov 
(JED). 

American Kestrel: Reports were routine for this common fall migrant. 

Merlin: Two subspecies occur in Nebraska: Falco columbarius columbarius is a 
migrant late Sep-Nov and F. c. richardsonii is the wintering form. A fern F. c. 
columbarius was rather early at LM 12 Sep (SJD) and an F. c. richardsonii was 
in York Co 9 Nov (LR, RH). Merlins arrive in eastern NE around mid-Sep. 

Peregrine Falcon: An excellent count was the 5 at LM 12 Sep (SJD), a record fall 
tally. 

Prairie Falcon: This species is rare in the east, tending to be nomadic, but one spent 
3 weeks through 25 Nov around the Lincoln Airport (JW). Other easterly birds 
were in Saunders Co 20 Oct (CNK) and southeastern Washington Co 8 Nov 
(GE). 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: Reports were routine for this uncommon eastern, rare 
western, fall migrant. 

Western Wood-Pewee: WSR is a favored staging trap for this species: 14 were there 
7 Sep (KD); all-time high fall count of 50 occurred there also. 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: An ad with 2 “baby-gaped” juvs was in Nuckolls Co 11 Aug 
(LR, RH), somewhat tardy. The 12 in Otoe Co 2 Sep (JGJ) was a good count; 
highs are 13-25. 

Alder Flycatcher: Documented records indicate that last dates for Nebraska are 
around 10 Sep, thus reports 10 Sep in Dixon Co (JJ, details) and 12 Sep in 
Lancaster Co (LE, details) are noteworthy. 

Willow Flycatcher: Tardy were singles (same bird?) at WP 14 and 19 Sep (MW, 
LE). Last dates are 11-12 Sep; there were only 4 later Sep dates. 

Least Flycatcher: Banding data from Chadron SP show captures 24 Aug-3 Oct 
(MN), and another was at FF 6 Oct (TS, details). These reports extend slightly 
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the last dates for this species into the first few days of Oct. There is only one 
later record, on the amazing date 3 Nov. 

Hammond’s Flycatcher: There were 3 reports of this uncommon Panhandle fall 
migrant: singles were at Oliver Res 6 Sep (PD photo, WRS), in southwest 
Kimball Co 21 Sep (MW, details), and in Sioux Co 23 Sep (MW). The Sioux 
Co sighting is a new last date by one day; there are no later dates. 

Gray Flycatcher: This species is a casual fall migrant in the Panhandle, with 3 
previous records, now 5 with the addition of 2 this fall: one was well-studied at 
WSR 6-7 Sep (PD, WRS, KD) and another on East Ash Creek, Dawes Co, 18 
Sep (RW). The 5 records are in the period 24 Aug-5 Oct. There is a single 
spring record. 

Dusky Flycatcher: This species is a regular fall migrant in similar numbers to 
Hammond’s Flycatcher (31 fall records versus 30 for Hammond’s), although 
more difficult to identify in the field. Singles were at Oliver Res 14 Sep (SJD), 
Banner Co the same day (SJD), WSR 20 Sep (PD), and LM 20 Sep (LE). One 
was banded, measured, and photographed at Chadron SP 24 Sep (MN). 

Cordilleran Flycatcher: The only report was of 1-2 at WSR 6-7 Sep (PD, WRS, 
KD). Migrants are rarely reported, and may leave Nebraska and fly southwest 
to the Rocky Mountain foothills before moving south. 

Eastern Phoebe: Reports were routine for this common summer resident and fall 
migrant. 

Say’s Phoebe: Unexpected eastward, one was in Adams Co 3 Aug (WF). 

Great Crested Flycatcher: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident and fall migrant. 

Cassin’s Kingbird: One in Keith Co 25 Sep (MW) was a bit tardy, and only the 4th 
fall record east of the Panhandle. There are no records after 27 Sep. 

Western Kingbird: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident and fall migrant. 

Eastern Kingbird: One in Stanton Co 11 Oct (JGJ) was late; there are only 4 later 
records, all in Oct. 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: None were reported after the few summer reports. 

Loggerhead Shrike: This species winters in small numbers in the southeast most 
years; last reported this fall was in Richardson Co 25 Nov (LF, SQ). 

Northern Shrike: The 3 singles reported all arrived on the same flight 23 Oct: one 
in Frontier Co (JGJ) and 2 in Lancaster Co (LE). Early arrival dates are in late 
Sep. 

White-eyed Vireo: A surprise was one at Standing Bear L, Douglas Co, 4-7 Oct 
(SMa, JR, JGJ, BWe). This is the first Oct record in the east; the 2 previous Oct 
records were, surprisingly, from Chase and Keith Cos. 

Bell’s Vireo: Panhandle reports in fall are few: one was at Oliver Res 14 Sep (SJD). 
Close to the Panhandle were rather late sightings of 4 near North Platte 16 Sep 
(TJW), one there 20 Sep (TJW), and one in Custer Co 19 Sep (TH). There are 
several Oct dates for the state. 

Yellow-throated Vireo: Reports were routine for this fairly common eastern 
summer resident and fall migrant. 

Plumbeous Vireo: One in Sioux Co 21 Sep (fide DH) was tardy; last dates are 17-24 
Sep. 
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Cassin’s Vireo: There were 6 reports 5-21 Sep, east to LM (m. ob.), a few more than 
usual. One in Morrill Co 21 Sep (fide DH) was tardy; last dates arc 20-21 Sep 
with two later dates in Sep. 

Blue-headed Vireo: Westernmost was one in Cherry Co 13 Sep (MSS, JJ), where 
the species is a rare migrant. 

Warbling Vireo: Departure is earlier in the west, likely because of a different 
subspecies summering there; last dates are in early Sep, whereas in the east last 
dates are in early Oct. Thus tardy in the west were 2 in Scotts Bluff Co 14 Sep 
(AD), one banded at Wildcat Hills NC 16 Sep (MM), and one in Banner Co 21 
Sep (fide DH). 

Philadelphia Vireo: The usual few were reported, singles in Banner Co 21 Sep 
(fide DH) and in Lancaster Co 12 and 19 Sep and 4 Oct (LE), the latter tardy, as 
last dates are 4-5 Oct with only 3 later Oct dates. 

Red-eyed Vireo: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident 
and fall migrant. 

Pinyon Jay: The only reports were from the Panhandle at expected locations; at least 
one was in Morrill Co 21 Sep (fide DH) and 8 were in Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux 
Co, 22 Sep (PD). 

Blue Jay: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident and fall 
migrant. 

Clark’s Nutcracker: The only place in the state where one might look for this 
species with a chance of finding it is on the western Pine Ridge; one flew over 
Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 22 Sep (MW, PD). Such sightings are rare, 
however, in non-invasion years. 

Black-billed Magpie: This species continues to be in trouble over most of Nebraska 
and is disappearing from the central and east. In most of the state the species 
now occurs only in pockets; as stated by Wayne Mollhoff: “My impression is 
that these little pockets will start ‘winking out’ statewide, due to the range of 
causes (pesticides, bad luck, disease, inbreeding, etc.) that drives low density 
species to extinction. Unless something changes soon, they will likely be 
extirpated ...”. An easterly pocket exists near Gilead, Thayer Co, where “Eve 
seen several pairs there over the last four years, usually over the winter” (NW). 
A North Platte biologist found no magpies in the Lincoln Co cedar canyons on 
453 point counts during the summer (TJW), and only one was found on a 
western Nebraska trip in early Aug (LE). Two were in Naponee, Franklin Co, 
25 Aug (PD), and, encouragingly, a group of 8 was at LM 16 Aug (TJW). 

American Crow: Reports were routine for this common summer resident and 
abundant fall migrant. 

Horned Lark: Reports were routine for this common summer resident and abundant 
fall migrant. 

Purple Martin: The Omaha roost just south of 44th and Farnam began to form 
around 14 Aug, when 20,000 were present, peaked at 70-75,000 birds 1 Sep, and 
declined to only 25 birds by 25 Sep (JR). Rare in the west, a juv was at L 
Minatare 13 Sep (SJD), and 2 were at LO the same day (SJD). Last dates are in 
early Oct, thus one in Omaha 12 Oct (JR) was of note; a male was record late in 
southeastern Washington Co 25 Oct (EB, details). 
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Tree Swallow: Best count was 2nd-highest on record: 750 at CLNWR 8 Sep (KD). 
High is 1000. 

Violet-green Swallow: Reports were routine for this locally common western 
summer resident. 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Reports were routine for this common statewide 
summer resident and fall migrant. 

Bank Swallow: Reports were routine for this locally common statewide summer 
resident and fall migrant. 

Cliff Swallow: Two were tardy in southeastern Washington Co 13 Oct (WJ); last 
dates are 4-7 Oct, and there are 4 later dates in Oct, through 31 Oct. 

Cave Swallow: Details were provided for a sighting of an ad at LO 24 Aug (PD); if 
accepted by the Records Committee, this will be Nebraska’s 6th record. 

Barn Swallow: Three at Carter L, Omaha, 1 Nov (JGr) were rather late; last dates 
are 4-6 Nov. 

Black-capped Chickadee: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

Mountain Chickadee: The only report was of 2 in Scotts Bluff Co 23-25 Oct (MS, 
KD). 

Tufted Titmouse: Reports were routine for this common eastern resident. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Reports were routine for this fairly common western 
summer resident and uncommon statewide winter visitor. 

White-breasted Nuthatch: Birds breeding on the Pine Ridge and Wildcat Hills are 
of the Rocky Mountains subspecies Sitta carolinensis nelsoni. At least some 
move short distances from the summer range in fall; one was at Oliver Res 14 
Sep (SJD). 

Pygmy Nuthatch: Reports were routine for this locally fairly common western 
resident. 

Brown Creeper: Reports were routine for this uncommon statewide winter visitor. 

Rock Wren: Reports were routine for this fairly common western summer resident. 

House Wren: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident and 
fall migrant. 

Winter Wren: One singing at WP 12-17 Sep (MW, EA) was rather early; there are 
two earlier dates on record for Sep. 

Sedge Wren: First returnee reported was in southeastern Washington Co 15 Aug 
(JT), a bit later than expected; “lots” had arrived by 18 Aug at Jack Sinn (TEL). 
Two in Douglas Co 24 Oct (JR) and one in Sarpy Co 26 Oct (GJ) were rather 
late; last dates are 26-30 Oct. 

Marsh Wren: Reports were routine for this common northern summer resident and 
statewide fall migrant. 

Carolina Wren: One was westerly near North Platte 23 Aug (PD, TJW); there arc 
very few records west of there. A good count was the 8 in Otoe Co 2 Sep (JGJ). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: This species is now well-established in at least the southern 
Panhandle; reports there were numerous, including the 14 banded at Wildcat 
Hills NC 19 Aug-2 Oct (MM). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide 
fall migrant. 
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Ruby-crowned Kinglet: One in Hooker Co 13 Nov (WF) was rather late for the 
north; last dates are 5-7 Nov in counties not bordering the Platte River Valley 
and west of Knox Co. 

Eastern Bluebird: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide summer 
resident and common fall migrant. 

Mountain Bluebird: Reports were routine for this fairly common western summer 
resident and fall migrant. 

Townsend’s Solitaire: Reports were routine for this common westerly winter 
visitor. 

Veery: Eastern and western subspecies both occurred at LO this fall; a rusty eastern 
Catharus fuscescensfuscescens, possibly the westernmost on record, was there 5 
Sep (PD, WRS), while a brownish western C. f salicicola was there 13 Sep 
(SJD), and another of the latter was banded at Chadron SP 12 Sep (MN). 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: A rarity anywhere in the state in fall, and especially 
westerly, one at LO 13 Sep (SJD) was only the 6th in fall away from the 
Missouri Valley. 

Swainson’s Thrush: Reports were routine for this common statewide fall migrant. 

Hermit Thrush: Western migrants pass through almost a month ahead of those in 
the east; there were 5 reports from the Panhandle 5-26 Sep (m. ob.) and 2 from 
the east 24 and 28 Oct (L&BP, LB), normal fall arrival in the east. It has been 
assumed that the early-migrating Rocky Mountains subspecies Catharus 
guttatus auduhoni accounts for the western migrants, but this fall Michael 
Novak, banding at Chadron SP, provided convincing documentation for the 
occurrence of either C. g. oromelus or C. g. sequoiensis : photos and 
measurements of a Hermit Thrush banded 26 Sep 2013 indicate a smaller bird 
than C. g. auduhoni with grayish rather than brownish flanks and suggest female 
C. g. sequoiensis or male or female C. g. oromelus. C. g. sequoiensis breeds 
in northeast California and winters in southeast Arizona. C. g. oromelus breeds 
from southern British Columbia to northeast California and winters in southern 
New Mexico and southern Texas. Based on its breeding and wintering ranges, 
C. g. oromelus may be more likely to appear in Nebraska as a migrant than C. g. 
sequoiensis ; C. g. oromelus would fit the group of western Nebraska migrants 
that includes Cassin’s Vireo and Townsend’s Warbler, all of which breed in the 
same general area. 

Wood Thrush: Reports were routine for this fairly common eastern summer 
resident. 

American Robin: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident 
and abundant statewide fall migrant. 

Gray Catbird: Nov reports for this species in or near the Missouri River Valley are 
not unusual, but elsewhere they are unexpected. One in southeastern Garden Co 
9 Nov (WF) was only the 8th such record. Westerly for the date was one in Hall 
Co 15 Nov (PD), and one was in southeastern Washington Co 17 Nov (WJ, LB). 

Northern Mockingbird: A few linger in the southeast until late Dec, but one in 
Pawnee Co 25 Nov (LF, SQ) may have been a potential winterer. 

Sage Thrasher: The 3 reports of this rare Panhandle fall migrant were in Kimball 
Co: 2 on 6 Aug (LE), one on 7 Aug (LE), and one 14 Aug (SJD). 
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Brown Thrasher: Several lingered into Oct, but the only Nov report was of one in a 
Lincoln yard through 24 Nov (NP). There are numerous Dec reports in the 
southeast. 

European Starling: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident and abundant statewide fall migrant. 

American Pipit: One at BOL 23 Nov (MW) was rather late; last dates arc all 18 
Nov, and there are only a few Dec reports, mostly from CBCs. 

Sprague’s Pipit: There were a good number of reports, presumably as observers get 
better at finding and identifying this uncommon migrant. The 13 reports were in 
the period 20 Scp-26 Oct (m. ob.), including good counts from favored 
locations: 8-10 at Prairie Dog WMA, Kearney Co, 23-25 Sep (PD, MW) and 5-6 
at Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co, 26 Oct (EB). 

Bohemian Waxwing: Surprisingly, the only reports were of singles away from the 
Pine Ridge; one was at Sutherland Res 10-11 Nov (TJW, PD) and another in 
Cheyenne Co 10 Nov (WF). Both are rather early; early dates are 6-7 Nov. 

Cedar Waxwing: This species is a late nester, but an ad with a very young juv 27 
Sep in Keya Paha Co (JGJ) was risking some cool air. An ad was feeding 4 juvs 
at BOL 2 Aug (LE). 

Lapland Longspur: First reported was a single in Box Butte Co 22 Oct (JGJ); early 
dates are 9 Oct. 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: Reports were routine for this locally fairly common 
northern and western summer resident and fall migrant. 

Smith’s Longspur: The only report was of 3 at SCP 2 Nov (JGJ). These birds are 
harder to find in fall; this is only the 24th fall record for the state. 

McCown’s Longspur: Flocks of migrants were reported in mid-Sep from the 
Panhandle: 171 in Kimball Co 14 Sep (SJD), 75 in Banner Co the same day 
(SJD), and 40 in Sioux Co 22 Sep (RW). 

Snow Bunting: The only reports were from LNB at the same time as a twitchable 
Red Phalarope was there. Up to 8 Snow Buntings were present 13-18 Nov (m. 
ob.). 

Ovenbird: One in a Scotts Bluff Co yard 18 Aug (AD) was likely a rather early 
migrant; breeding is not known in this area. Early dates are 13-16 Aug. One at 
SCP 23 Oct (MUs) tied the 3rd latest date on record; latest is 11 Nov. 

Louisiana Waterthrush: None were reported of this rare fall migrant; most depart 
by early Sep. 

Northern Waterthrush: Most reports in fall are from the east, but of about 35 fall 
records in all away from the east, more than half are from the Panhandle. 
Strangely, all 4 reports this fall were also from the Panhandle: singles were at 
Oliver Res 6 Sep (PD, WRS) and 14 Sep (SJD), Banner Co 14 Sep (SJD), and 
LM 20 Sep (LE). 

Black-and-white Warbler: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide 
fall migrant. 

Tennessee Warbler: Reports were routine for this common eastern fall migrant. 

Orange-crowned Warbler: One at BOL 31 Oct (LE) was tardy; last dates are 1-2 
Nov. 
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Nashville Warbler: Only the 12th Panhandle record was one in southeast Deuel Co 
1 Oct (LR, RH); one near North Platte 16 Sep (TJW) was close to the 
Panhandle. 

MacGillivray’s Warbler: There were 5 reports of this rare fall Panhandle migrant; 
one was at WSR 19 Aug (HKH), another was banded and measured at Wildcat 
Hills NC 3 Sep (MM), one was at WSR 5 Sep (PD, WRS, KD), one was banded 
at Chadron SP 11 Sep (MN), and one was in Banner Co 14 Sep (SJD). The 19 
Aug sighting was rather early; there are only 2 earlier dates, 15 and 17 Aug. 

Mourning Warbler: The 4 at Wyuka Cem, Lincoln, 12 Sep (LE) was a new high 
fall count. 

Kentucky Warbler: None were reported; this species becomes inconspicuous after 
breeding and most depart by early Sep. 

Common Yellowthroat: Singles in Scotts Bluff Co 12 Oct (AD) and Kimball Co 13 
Oct (MB) were tardy; last dates are 16-18 Oct. 

Hooded Warbler: A male was seen well in a Bellevue yard 16 Sep (EB), only the 
5th documented record for fall. 

American Redstart: Reports were routine for this common statewide fall migrant. 

Northern Parula: One at WP 19 Sep (LE) was a bit late; last dates are 24 Sep-2 Oct. 

Magnolia Warbler: Reports were routine for this uncommon eastern fall migrant. 

Bay-breasted Warbler: None were reported of this uncommon eastern fall migrant. 

Blackburnian Warbler: The were only 17 prior records for this species away from 
the east, and so a surprise was the appearance of 2 together at LO 5 Sep (PD, 
WRS). There were only 4 records from the east, 8-14 Sep (JJ, JC, SSc, MW). 

Yellow Warbler: One at LNB 17 Nov (LE, details) was latest on record for 
Nebraska by 28 days. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: One banded at Chadron SP 3 Sep (MN) was only the 5th 
fall Panhandle record. 

Blackpoll Warbler: The only report of this less-than-annual fall migrant was of one 
in Omaha 11 Sep (JR); most migrate south in fall over the Atlantic Ocean. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: None were reported of this rare statewide fall 
migrant. 

Palm Warbler: Like Blackpoll Warbler, this species is also a less-than-annual fall 
migrant; most Nebraska reports are of the western subspecies Setophaga 
palmarum palmantm. This year there were a surprising 3 reports, 2 from the 
west. One was at WSR 19 Aug (HKH), earliest fall date on record, one of the 
subspecies S. p. palmarum was in Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 18 Sep (RW, 
photo), and one was in Lancaster Co 24 Oct (DD), which is the 5th-latest on 
record. 

Pine Warbler: There were 3 reports. One was in Omaha 7 Sep (JR, details), a 
“probable” was at Big Springs 1 Oct (LR, RH), and a first year male was at a 
LM feeder 10 Oct (J&GB photo, MB). There are now about 36 records 
statewide of this rare fall migrant. 

Yellow-rumped (Audubon’s) Warbler: Reports were routine for this fairly 
common western fall migrant. 

Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: Reports were routine for this common 
statewide fall migrant. 
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Yellow-throated Warbler: One at FF 13 Sep (PD) was a bit late but not 
unexpected; however, this species has a propensity for lingering very late on 
occasion; one in Omaha 30 Nov (fide RS, photo) is the 5th record for Nov-Dec. 

Townsend’s Warbler: Reports were routine for this fairly common Panhandle 
migrant. 

Black-throated Green Warbler: Reports were routine for this uncommon eastern 
fall migrant. 

Canada Warbler: This rare eastern fall migrant was well-represented, with 7 reports 
of singles in Dodge, Washington, Douglas, and Sarpy Cos 24 Aug-14 Sep (m. 
ob.). 

Wilson’s Warbler: Reports were routine for this common statewide fall migrant. 

Yellow-breasted Chat: Reports were routine for this uncommon westerly fall 
migrant. 

Green-tailed Towhee: There were a surprising 4 reports of this less-than-annual fall 
Panhandle migrant; these are only the 23rd-26th records for fall. Two were in 
western Banner Co 14 Sep (SJD), and singles were in southern Kimball Co 14 
Sep (SJD), Morrill Co 22 Sep (RSt, MW), and in Scotts Bluff Co 5 Oct (RSg). 
The (now) 26 fall records are in the range 26 Aug-16 Oct. 

Spotted Towhee: Earliest arrival in the southeast was in Lincoln 29 Sep (LE); 
earliest dates in the southeast are in mid-Sep. 

Eastern Towhee: A phenotypic Eastern responded to a Spotted song in Frontier Co 
10 Aug (WF); most Pipilo towhees in the central 2/3 of Nebraska are of mixed 
heritage. Another Eastern in Knox Co was vastly outnumbered by Spotteds 19 
Oct (MB); Spotteds generally outnumber Easterns in Knox Co by more than 
100:1 (MB). 

Cassin’s Sparrow: The only report was of 1-2 near 1-80 Exit 1 in Kimball Co 6-7 
Aug (LE); this species is a local breeder in sage and yucca grasslands in the 
southwest. 

American Tree Sparrow: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide fall 
migrant and winter visitor. 

Chipping Sparrow: The abundance of this species during fall migration was 
indicated by the banding of 151 individuals 19 Aug-2 Oct at Wildcat Hills NC; 
there were only 11 additional recaptures from previous years, one of which was 
first banded in 2008 (MM). One at Holmes L, Lincoln, 9 Nov (LE) was rather 
late; last dates are 11-13 Nov in the south, although there are several later 
records into winter. 

Clay-colored Sparrow: A good tally was 176 in Kimball and Banner Cos 14 Sep 
(SJD). There is a high count (estimate) of “thousands” in Lincoln and Custer 
Cos in 27 Sep 2004. 

Brewer’s Sparrow: Reports were routine for this fairly common local Panhandle 
summer resident and uncommon Panhandle fall migrant. 

Field Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common east and central, rare west, 
summer resident and fall migrant. 

Vesper Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common statewide (mostly north) 
summer resident and fall migrant. 

Lark Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident 
(mostly north and west) and fall migrant. 
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Lark Bunting: Reports were routine for this common westerly summer resident and 
fall migrant. 

Savannah Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common statewide fall migrant. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: One found dead in Lincoln 4 Nov (TEL) was 2nd-latest on 
record by 2 days, depending on its actual date of demise. 

Henslow’s Sparrow: One at PL 23 Oct (JA, details) was rather late, tying last dates 
for fall (21-23 Oct). It was the only one reported. 

Le Conte’s Sparrow: Four at Cunningham L, Omaha, 31 Oct (JR) and one in Sarpy 
Co 1 Nov (CNK) were rather late; last dates are 5-9 Nov. 

Nelson’s Sparrow: Three at Jack Sinn 13 Sep (PD) were rather early; early dates are 
7-13 Sep, while one near Niobrara 20 Oct (MB) was rather late, with late dates 
22-23 Oct. However, one at Wehrspann L, Sarpy Co, 1 Nov (CNK, details) was 
2nd-latest on record by 6 days. 

Fox Sparrow: Reports were routine for this uncommon eastern fall migrant, rare in 
the west. 

Song Sparrow: Reports were routine for this fairly common northern and eastern 
summer resident and common statewide fall migrant, uncommon west. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: This species is somewhat less common in the west than in the 
east, and so the 8 at Oliver Res 14 Sep (SJD) and the 17, plus 8 recaptures, 
banded at Chadron SP 10-30 Sep (MN) were noteworthy. 

Swamp Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common statewide fall migrant, 
uncommon west. 

White-throated Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common eastern and central 
fall migrant, rare west. 

Harris’s Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common eastern and central, rare 
west, winter visitor 

White-crowned Sparrow: One at Oliver Res 6 Sep (WRS, PD) was rather early; 
early dates are 25 Aug-2 Sep. One of the two rarely-reported black-lored 
subspecies was in a Scotts Bluff yard 25 Oct (KD), likely the Rocky Mountains 
form Zonotrichia leucophrys oriantha. This subspecies is probably a fall 
migrant in the Panhandle, although the northern subspecies Z. 1. leucophrys 
occurs in the west and south during winter and may be a fall migrant in the west 
also. The two black-lored subspecies cannot be separated in the field. 

Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: Reports were routine for this uncommon 
Panhandle summer resident and fall migrant. 

Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco: Reports were routine for this common statewide 
fall migrant and winter visitor. 

Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco: Reports were routine for this common western winter 
visitor, uncommon eastward. 

Dark-eyed (Pink-sided) Junco: Reports were routine for this fairly common 
western winter visitor, rare eastward. 

Dark-eyed (Cassiar) Junco: Observers are reporting this form more often as its 
occurrence in Nebraska is better understood. The only report this fall was of 1-2 
in Scotts Bluff Co 21-25 Oct (KD). The data so far suggest this form is an 
uncommon winter visitor statewide. 
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Summer Tanager: Fifth-latest on record were the 2 males at Neale Woods, Douglas 
Co, 2 Oct (JR). There are 3 later Oct records as well as an extraordinary feeder 
visitor in Bellevue 20 Nov-27 Dec. 

Scarlet Tanager: Previous last dates were 6-10 Oct, so 3 reports of late sightings 
were noteworthy: a basic-plumaged male was at FF 1 Oct (JLL), a fern was 
there 6 Oct (TS), and a first fall male was in Omaha 11 Oct (JR). There are only 
2 later records, both in Nov. 

Western Tanager: A fern was east of the usual fall migration corridor in northwest 
Blaine Co 24-28 Aug (MSS). 

Northern Cardinal: Reports were routine for this common eastern and central 
resident, rare in the North Platte River Valley in the Panhandle. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: A first-fall male in Omaha 16 Oct (fide JR, photo) was 
rather late; most depart by early Oct but there are several later records into Dec. 
An ad male was westerly in Lincoln Co 12 Aug (VC, photo); fall records 
westward are far fewer than in spring. 

Black-headed Grosbeak: A fem/imm at WSR 22 Sep (WF, RW) was tardy; last 
dates are 25-27 Sep. 

Blue Grosbeak: One near Plattsmouth 1 Oct (CNK) was rather late; last dates are 3- 
5 Oct. 

Lazuli Bunting: There were 3 tardy singles: at LM 13 Sep (SJD), at Oliver Res 14 
Sep (SJD), and in Sioux Co 21 Sep (NOU). There are only 7 later dates. 

Indigo Bunting: Two birds in Richardson Co 11 Oct (LF, SQ) were rather late; last 
dates are 12 and 13 (twice) Oct in the Missouri River Valley. 

Dickcissel: One at Oliver Res 14 Sep (SJD) was a rare westerly find and also rather 
late. In the east, 16 at BOL 15 Sep (LE) was a good tally for the date, and 2 in 
Otoe Co 27 Oct (LF) were rather late. Last dates are 27-30 Oct, although there 
are a few winter dates. 

Bobolink: This species becomes inconspicuous in fall, with last dates 26-27 Sep; 
thus a bit late were one at BOL 15 Sep (LE) and 2 at Oliver Res 14 Sep (SJD). 

Red-winged Blackbird: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident and abundant fall migrant. 

Eastern Meadowlark: Reports were routine for this locally common central and 
eastern summer resident and fairly common statewide fall migrant. 

Western Meadowlark: A late fledgling was in Hall Co 19 Sep (CH); last egg dates 
are at the end of Jul. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Numbers of migrants peak in mid-Sep; 1500 were at LM 
12 and 13 Sep (SJD). High fall count is 2000-3000. 

Rusty Blackbird: For a species in apparent decline, there were a large number of 
reports, many involving good numbers. They were “everywhere we looked” in 
Lancaster Co 10 Nov (JS, SSc). Best counts were the 58 at BOL 13 Nov (LE), 
45 in Richardson Co 25 Nov (SQ, LF), 35-40 at BOL 4-6 Nov (LE), 35 in 
southeastern Washington Co 17 Nov (LBr), and 30 somewhat westerly in Boyd 
Co 18 Nov (JGJ). High fall counts are in the range 85-200. The only report 
farther west, where unexpected, was of 2 at LM 11 Nov (PD). 

Brewer’s Blackbird: Small numbers pass through the east most falls; a male was at 
SCP 16 Oct (EB), 20 were in Lancaster Co 27 Oct (LE), and one was there 31 
Oct (LE). 
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Common Grackle: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide summer 
resident and fall migrant. 

Great-tailed Grackle: The 59 near Whitehead Saline Wetlands in Lincoln Aug 11 is 
a regular summering group (SSc); on 25 Nov 85 were counted in Lincoln (LE). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
visitor and abundant fall migrant. 

Orchard Oriole: A fern near Broken Bow 20 Sep (TH) and a single in eastern 
Cherry Co 27 Sep (JGJ) were tardy; last dates are 26-27 Sep. There are only 5 
later dates, 4 of these in the period 1-9 Oct, plus a late record 29 Oct. Thus a 
fern at BOL 27 Oct (LE, details) is 2nd-latest on record. 

Bullock's Oriole: A hybrid type with Baltimore Oriole was at a LM feeder 19 Sep 
(JJ); this is a little east of the main hybrid zone, which is generally restricted to 
the Panhandle. 

Baltimore Oriole: Only the 8th fall record for the Panhandle was one banded at 
WHNC 30 Aug (MM). 

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: None were reported of this locally uncommon 
Panhandle winter visitor; arrival is generally in early Nov. 

Purple Finch: Reports were almost non-existent, with only 3, all of single birds: a 
fem/imm at FF 6 Oct (TS), a fern at Nebraska City 10 Nov (LF), and one at LO 
11 Nov (PD). 

Cassin’s Finch: Two were in Carter Canyon, Scotts Bluff Co, 6 Aug (LE); breeding 
is not known there. This and 7 previous late Jul and Aug records may be of 
failed breeders or dispersing post-breeders. 

House Finch: The 60 at Wyuka Cem, Lincoln, 15 Sep (LE) indicated that winter 
flocks were being formed by that date. 

Red Crossbill: The only report east of the summer range was of 2 in Brown Co 18 
Nov (JGJ). A total of 46 birds were banded at Wildcat Hills NC 19 Aug-2 Oct 
(MM). 

Pine Siskin: Far fewer than usual were reported; the 6 reports of only 11 birds were 
from the west except for 3 in Lincoln 5 Sep (MW) and one in Otoe Co 24 Oct 
(JA). Neither of the banding stations at Chadron SP and WHNC banded any 
from late Aug to early Oct, a situation considered “kind of spooky” (AK). 

Lesser Goldfinch: This species continues to be a fairly common summer visitor to 
the Wildcat Hills in particular. At least 12 were reported from WHNC through 
18 Sep, 6 banded (MM, m. ob.), and up to 6 were in Carter Canyon through 24 
Sep (RSt, m. ob.). Elsewhere, the road south of 1-80 Exit 1 is a favored spot; 1-2 
were there through 21 Sep (m. ob.) and 2 were north of Exit 1 on 21 Sep (TJW). 
The only other reports were of one in Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 3 Aug (EA), 
a male in Morrill Co 22 Sep (KD) and 2 at Agate Fossil Beds, Sioux Co, 24 Sep 
(RSt). Both black-backed and green-backed males were reported. 

American Goldfinch: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide 
summer resident and common winter visitor. 

House Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 
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FIRST DOCUMENTED RECORD OF 
HOODED ORIOLE (Icterus cucullatus ) IN NEBRASKA 

Joseph Gubanyi 
Concordia University 
Seward, NE 68434 


During May 2013 a very cooperative Hooded Oriole {Icterus cucullatus ) 
provided lots of excitement for Nebraska birders, becoming the first documented 
record for the species in Nebraska. The bird was first observed 25 May 2013 by 
Susie and Bill Daro at their residence in Garrison (Butler Co). The Daros have 
several oriole feeders, and Baltimore and Orchard Orioles are common visitors. On 
the morning of May 25 they noted an unusual oriole visiting their feeders and, after 
checking the National Geographic Field Guide to the Birds of North America, 
concluded it was a Hooded Oriole. They found this hard to believe because of the 
oriole’s known range, so they contacted John Carlini in Lincoln, who recommended 
they photograph the bird. Susie did so the following morning and emailed the photo 
to John. After seeing the photograph, John Carlini and Shari Schwartz immediately 
drove to Garrison and saw the oriole. Because of the graciousness of Susie, Bill, and 
son Colin Daro, over 30 people including myself were able to visit their residence 



Figure 1. Hooded Oriole at Daro residence. Garrison, Butler Co., 25 May 2013. 
Photo by Susie Daro. 
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and see the oriole. The bird stayed for 5 days and was last seen late in the day on 
May 29. Many photos were taken, including the first photo documentation May 26 
by Susie Daro (Figure 1) and the photo by Paul Roisen May 28 (Figure 2). Three 
photos have been published in previous editions of The Nebraska Bird Review (one 
in the color photo section March 2013, Volume 81, Number 1, p. 22 by Mark Brogie 
and two in the Spring Field Report June 2013, Volume 81, Number 2, p. 77 by Mark 
Brogie and p. 78 by Paul Dunbar). Photos can also be seen on the NOU website 
(http://www.noubirds.org/Birds/Photos.aspx). 



Figure 2. Hooded Oriole at Daro residence. Garrison, Butler Co., 28 May 2013. 
Photo by Paul Roisen. 


The Hooded Oriole can be easily distinguished from oriole species known 
to occur in Nebraska. Baltimore Oriole has a black hood and orange tail patches, 
Bullock’s Oriole has a black crown, black eyeline, orange tail patches and large 
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white wing patch, Orchard Oriole has a black hood with chestnut covering the rest of 
the body, and Scott’s Oriole (only one accepted documentation in Nebraska) has a 
black hood, yellow body and tail patches. Given the oriole was a vagrant, three other 
orange-black oriole species were also considered and excluded. Streaked-back 
Oriole, which occasionally wanders from its home range (Jaramillo and Burke 1999), 
is a Central American species seen in southwestern United States. It has distinct 
dark streaks on an orange back. Altamira Oriole, considered a sedentary species 
(Jaramillo and Burke 1999), is another Central American species whose U.S. range is 
limited to southern Texas. Tt is most similar to Hooded Oriole, but can be 
distinguished by its larger size, heavier bill, less black in the face and orange 
shoulder patch. Spot-breasted Oriole, another sedentary Central American species 
introduced in southern Florida that would be an unlikely candidate, is larger and has 
spots on the breast and an orange shoulder patch. 

Vagrancy is not uncommon in Hooded Orioles (Jaramillo and Burke 1999), 
with a number of records occurring outside their normal range. They are considered 
casual in Oregon, southwest Washington, and Louisiana (Pleasants and Albano 
2001). There are also records for British Columbia (Wallis 1996), Ontario 
(Boardman 1992) Colorado (Semo 2008), Iowa (Akers 2007), Wisconsin 
(Domagalski 2005), and, most recently, Kansas (http://ksbirds.org/gallery/HOOR_ 
DouglasCo_2014.htm). In addition, a male Hooded Oriole was reported but never 
confirmed near Columbus, Nebraska, 12 May 1965 (Silcock 2013). 

Five distinct subspecies of Hooded Oriole are recognized, which can be 
divided into two groups based on geographic and morphological similarities (Semo 
2008). The breeding range of the western group, called the nelsoni group (/. c. 
nelsoni and I. c. trochiloides), includes southern California extending north on the 
Pacific side nearly to Oregon and east to the southern tip of Nevada (barely reaching 
southwestern Utah), the southern half of Arizona and southwestern New Mexico. 
The western group extends south through the Baja Peninsula and the Pacific side of 
the mainland of Mexico. In winter, this group moves to the southern half of the Baja 
Peninsula and farther south along the Pacific side of the mainland of Mexico. The 
breeding range of the eastern group, called the cucullatus group (/. c. cucullatus, I. c. 
sennetti, and I. c. igneus), extends north into southern Texas reaching the Edwards 
Plateau and west through the Rio Grande Valley to Big Bend. As it extends south, 
the range narrows along the east coast of Mexico through the Yucatan Peninsula and 
the northern half of Belize. Eastern group orioles do not move farther south in 
winter, although more northerly orioles retreat into the southern part of the range 
during winter (Pleasants and Albano 2001). 

Western (nelsoni group) and eastern {cucullatus group) Hooded Orioles 
have distinct characteristics (Jaramillo and Burke 1999) that may give clues to the 
origin of the Hooded Oriole seen in Garrison. Western Hooded Orioles have on 
average longer, narrower bills. Jaramillo and Burke (1999) reported mean male 
culmen lengths (mm) of 21.6 and 21.8 for the two western subspecies, I. c. nelsoni 
and I. c. trochiloides , respectively, and 19.5, 19.7 and 19.8 for the three eastern 
subspecies, I. c. cucullatus, I. c. sennetti, and /. c. igneus, respectively. There was 
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no overlap in measurements between I. c. nelsoni (the northern subspecies of the 
western group) and /. c. cucullatus (the northern subspecies of the eastern group), the 
most likely candidates for vagrancy to Nebraska. In addition, breeding males of the 
western Hooded Oriole group are more yellowish orange, whereas breeding males of 
the eastern group are bright orange. These traits can be seen when looking at 
photographs of breeding male Hooded Orioles from known locations. Based on 
photographic comparisons to orioles from known locations, the Garrison Hooded 
Oriole appears more similar to /. c. cucullatus found in Texas than to I. c. nelsoni 
found in the Southwest. Interestingly, based on similar comparisons, the first 
documented record for Colorado, seen in southwestern Colorado near Cortez during 
summer 2006, was thought to be I. c. nelsoni (Semo 2008). Given its pattern of 
vagrancy, it is likely that a Hooded Oriole will show up again in Nebraska and 
delight those who are fortunate enough to see it. 

Acknowledgements 

I would like to thank Susie, Bill and Colin Daro for allowing visitors to enjoy the 
Hooded Oriole at their residence during its brief visit, and for providing a detailed 
written account of their observations of the Hooded Oriole that were used in the 
preparation of this article. 


Literature Cited 

Akers DJ. 2007. Checklist comparison: Iowa and surrounding states. Iowa Bird Life 
77:86-96. 

Domagalski RC. 2005. The 2004 Christmas bird counts. Passenger Pigeon 67:195- 
230. 

Jaramillo A, Burke P. 1999. New World blackbirds: the icterids. Princeton (NJ): 
Princeton University Press, 431 p. 

Pleasants BY, Albano DJ. 2001. Hooded oriole {Icterus cucullatus). The Birds of 
North America Online (A. Poole, Ed.). Ithaca (NY): Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology; Retrieved 24 June 2014 from the Birds of North America 
Online: http://bna.birds.comell.edu.bnaproxy.birds.cornell.edu/bna/ 
species/568 doi:10.2173/bna.568 

Semo L. 2008. The 45th report of the Colorado Bird Records Committee: new 
additions to the state list. Colorado Birds 42:38-45. 

Silcock WR. 2013. Spring Field Report, Mar 2013 to May 2013. The Nebraska Bird 
Review 81:50-79. 

Wallis A. 1996. First hooded oriole record for western Canada. British Columbia 
Birds 7:11-12. 



Vol. 81 No. 4 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


165 


Hayden, Tristram, and a Pigeon from “Nebraska” 


Rick Wright 
128 Evans Road 
Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
birdaz@gmail.com 

Just as the Passenger Pigeon was in life the commonest land bird in North 
America, the species remains in extinction the most frequently encountered 
“vanished bird” in museum drawers and glass-faced cabinets around the world. Fifty 
years ago, Paul Hahn (1963) tallied just over 1,500 extant specimens; many others 
have come to light since then, and no doubt hundreds more still lurk in attics, on 
dusty shelves, and at internet auction sites. 

As abundant as the old skins and mounts are, however, the Passenger 
Pigeon’s specimen record is less eloquent than it could be. Only relatively few were 
intentionally collected for scientific purposes, and those preserved as trophies or 
curiosities are almost never accompanied by any kind of useful data. That holds true 
especially for birds taken in the westernmost part of the pigeon’s historic range, 
including Nebraska (see Sharpe et al. 2001). 



Passenger Pigeon specimen in the World Museum in Liverpool, England, collected between 
1855 and 1857 in “Nebraska”. Photograph courtesy of the World Museum, Liverpool. 
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Once “quite abundant” along the Missouri River (Ducey 2000), Nebraska’s 
Passenger Pigeons are now represented by specimens in the collections of the 
Hastings Municipal Museum (Johnson County; Sharpe et al. 2001) and the Denver 
Museum of Nature and Science (Lincoln County, 1887; Arctos). Nebraska material 
may be held, too, in a more surprising institution, the World Museum in Liverpool, 
England. 

Henry O. Forbes, director of what was then still called the Derby Museum, 
catalogued the museum’s columbids in the Bulletin for 1900 (Forbes and Robinson 
1900). He listed ten specimens of the Passenger Pigeon in the collections; the only 
locality infonnation provided is the cryptic “United States (Columbia, Old Soldiers’ 
Home, October; Nebraska).” 



Label attached to Passenger Pigeon specimen in the World Museum in Liverpool, England, 
collected between 1855 and 1857 in “Nebraska”. Photograph courtesy of the World Museum, 
Liverpool. 


As it turns out, the collection locality “Nebraska” applies to only one of those ten 
specimens, a male skin that now bears the number T17065 in the World Museum (T. 
Parker, pers. comm.). The Derby Museum tag indicates that the specimen was once 
in the collection of Henry Baker Tristram (1822-1906), a founder of the British 
Ornithologists’ Union and one of the most famous naturalists of his day (see Sclater 
1908). Tristram’s more than 17,000 bird skins (Tristram 1889) were purchased by 
the Liverpool Museum in 1896 (World Museum); as there is only a single Passenger 
Pigeon listed in Tristram’s catalogue, it must be the bird now in the World Museum. 
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Still attached to this pigeon’s tarsus is its original label, now lorn and 
grease-stained, identifying it as specimen number 4857 collected during one of the 
expeditions to Nebraska and Dakota led by Gouverneur K. Warren between 1855 
and 1857 (see Warren 1875). Specimens of no fewer than 186 bird species—as then 
classified—were secured on those journeys and later catalogued by the geologist and 
naturalist, Ferdinand V. Hayden; among them were three skins of the Passenger 
Pigeon (Hayden 1875). 

In the introduction to his catalogue, Hayden notes that Warren’s expeditions 
discovered “a number of rare or entirely new species ... in all departments of natural 
history. The specimens are now deposited in the museum of the Smithsonian 
Institution” (Hayden 1875). The Liverpool pigeon did enter the Smithsonian 
collections (Baird 1858), but it was obviously not among the expedition’s cimelia, 
and was sold or otherwise disposed of as surplus sometime after 1858, to make its 
way, directly or through other hands, into Tristram’s cabinet. The Smithsonian’s 
National Museum of Natural History now houses no specimens of the species taken 
by Hayden or other members of Warren’s staff (Smithsonian National Museum of 
Natural History). 

Hayden (1875) gives no locality information for the three passenger pigeons 
he collected, contenting himself with a general statement of the species’ range in 
“North America to high central plains”; Tristram (1889), even less eloquently, 
simply allocates the species to “North America.” Both the modern label and the 
catalogue of the World Museum (T. Parker, pers. comm.), however, confidently 
assign the skin to the present-day state of Nebraska. It is important to recall that 
when this Passenger Pigeon was collected in the mid-1850s, Nebraska Territory still 
included vast areas to the north and west of the state’s current boundaries, and a 
number of the extant specimens from Warren’s Nebraska journeys are known to 
have been collected in what is now South Dakota or Iowa (Smithsonian National 
Museum of Natural History). 

Though the original specimen label of the Passenger Pigeon now in 
Liverpool does not include a date of collection, Baird (1858) informs us that this and 
a second male were collected by Hayden on May 3, 1856, near the beginning of the 
first expedition on which the geologist accompanied Warren. Hayden’s label also 
records a locality. Apparently in the collector’s own hand, in faded pencil much 
obscured by grease staining, the tag reads “Above the Mouth of Big Sioux” 
(abbreviated by Baird [1858] to “Mouth of Big Sioux”). 

The Big Sioux River flows through South Dakota and Iowa, joining the 
Missouri where those two states and Nebraska meet. If we are to understand 
Hayden’s locality note to indicate that the Passenger Pigeon was obtained on the Big 
Sioux above its mouth, the specimen is, obviously, not from modern Nebraska. But 
if, as seems the more likely construction, the naturalist meant to describe a place 
above the mouth of the Big Sioux on the Missouri River, then it remains unclear 
from the specimen label alone which present-day state—Nebraska or South 
Dakota—can claim the record. 

Unfortunately, nothing in the published accounts of the two expeditions on 
which Hayden accompanied Warren to the Nebraska Territory helps answer the 
question. Hayden, one of the nineteenth century’s most important American 
geologists, naturally devoted more space and more detail to the fossil organisms than 
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to the extant animals in his catalogue; no actual locality is given for any of the birds 
collected on Warren’s explorations (Hayden 1875), and in his “Geology and Natural 
History of the Upper Missouri”, Hayden (1862) contents himself with giving only a 
general statement of the Passenger Pigeon’s range in the West. 

Neither does Warren’s narrative of the 1856 expedition provide the sort of 
detail that might allow us to trace the naturalist’s movements on May 3. The 
expedition’s steamboat had left St. Louis in mid-April of that year, and reached the 
mouth of the James River about May 13 (Warren 1875). Warren describes the 
party’s progress up to that point as having been “quite rapid,” and so it is obvious 
that the expedition members devoted considerable time to collecting and other 
scientific work in the ten days it took to cover the approximately 72 river miles 
between the mouth of the Big Sioux and that of the James. 

Bird skins have their own fates, and we will never be able to retrace every 
point in the history of this Passenger Pigeon from “Nebraska.” But in this year of the 
sad commemoration of the death of the last Passenger Pigeon (on September 1, 1914, 
in the Cincinnati Zoo), a single, now little-known specimen of a species extinct for a 
hundred years links institutions, scientists, and events that we might otherwise never 
think of as connected. 
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Bridgeport Fall Field Days 

by Janis Paseka 

The 2013 NOU Fall Field Days took place at the Prairie Winds Community 
Center in Bridgeport on Sept. 20-22. The meeting, organized by Kathy DeLara, 
drew a total of 50 attendees. On Friday evening Luke Hamilton led a group owling 
to the Bridgeport SRA and to Courthouse Rock. Field trip destinations on Saturday 
and on Sunday morning included Bridgeport SRA, Fleisbach WMA (aka Facus 
Springs), Crescent Lake NWR, Hackberry Road in Banner Co., the 1-80 Exit 1 area 
in Kimball Co, Oliver Reservoir, Wildcat Hills SRA and Wind Springs Ranch. Trips 
were led by Kathy DeLara, Ann Duey, Cheryl Hamilton, Luke Hamilton, Alice 
Kcnitz, Helen Hughson, and Wayne Mollhoff. 

On Saturday evening, Rick Wright gave a presentation on Common 
Nighthawks entitled “Nigh Thawks and Far Thawks: Uncommon Stories of a 
Common Bird”. He described errors in attempts to identify goatsuckers in the 1700s 
and 1800s, which led to Common Nighthawks being confused with Chuck-will’s- 
widows and Eastern Whip-poor-wills. He touched on the many folk names for 
Common Nighthawk, including ‘pope’, ‘bull-bat’, ‘pork-and-beans’ and the 
Algonquin word ‘pisk’. Common Nighthawks are in decline in North America, and 
the extent of their winter range in South America is largely undetermined. 

The total species count was 172. Some of the weekend highlights were 
male and female Red-naped Sapsuckers, both found in the pine bluffs of eastern 
Banner County, but not together. A Townsend’s Warbler was discovered in the city 
park in Kimball, and many birders were able to see the Pinyon Jays which are 
regulars at the Hoffman ranch in Morrill Co., northwest of Dalton. Some birders 
also added to their trip lists with a stop in Ogallala to see the Mississippi Kites, the 
White-winged Doves south of Boot Hill Cemetery and the juvenile male Costa’s 
Hummingbird, which had been present at the Belsan feeders at Lake McConaughy 
since mid-September. 
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